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THE PAKISTAN BUSINESS COUNCIL:
AN OVERVIEW

The Pakistan Business Council (PBC) is a business policy advocacy platform, established in 2005 

by 14 (now 79) of Pakistan’s largest private-sector businesses and conglomerates, including 

multinationals. PBC businesses cover nearly all sectors of the formal economy. It is a professionally-

run organization headed by a full-time chief executive officer.

The PBC is a not-for-profit entity, registered under Section 42 of the Companies Ordinance 1984. 

Though it is not required under the law to do so, the PBC follows to the greatest extent possible, 

the Code of Corporate Governance as applicable to listed companies.

The PBC is a pan-industry advocacy group. It is not a trade body nor does it advocate for any 

specific business sector. Rather, its key advocacy thrust is on easing barriers to allow Pakistani 

businesses to compete in regional and global arenas. The PBC conducts research and holds 

conferences and seminars to facilitate the flow of relevant information to all stakeholders in order 

to help create an informed view on the major issues faced by Pakistan.

The PBC works closely with the relevant government departments, ministries, regulators and 

institutions, as well as other stakeholders including professional bodies, to develop consensus 

on major issues which impact the conduct of business in and from Pakistan. The PBC has 

submitted key position papers and recommendations to the government on legislation and other 

government policies affecting businesses. It also serves on various taskforces and committees of 

the Government of Pakistan as well as those of the State Bank, SECP and other regulators with 

the objective to provide policy assistance on new initiatives and reforms.
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THE PBC’S FOUNDING OBJECTIVES

The major objectives of the PBC as stated in its founding documents are:

• To provide for the formation and exchange of views on any question connected with the 

conduct of business in and from Pakistan.

• To conduct, organize, set up, administer and manage campaigns, surveys, focus groups, 

workshops, seminars and field works for carrying out research and raising awareness in 

regard to matters affecting businesses in Pakistan.

• To acquire, collect, compile, analyse, publish and provide statistics, data analysis and other 

information relating to businesses of any kind, nature or description and on opportunities 

for such businesses within and outside Pakistan.

• To promote and facilitate the integration of businesses in Pakistan into the World economy 

and to encourage in the development and growth of Pakistani multinationals.

• To interact with governments in the economic development of Pakistan and to facilitate, 

foster and further the economic, social and human resource development of Pakistan.

More information on the PBC, its members, and its workings, can be found on its website:  

www.pbc.org.pk
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Executive Summary

Since 2015, the Pakistan Business Council (PBC), has been publishing a Country Profile Series 

aimed at promoting Pakistan’s trade with its non-traditional trading partners. In 2015 ‘six’ countries 

from Africa – Angola, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mozambique, Nigeria and South Africa were covered, 

in 2016 ‘five’ countries from South America – Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Columbia and Mexico 

were highlighted, in 2017 ‘five’ countries of Central Asia – Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan were showcased, while in 2018 ‘six’ South Asian countries – 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam were featured. In the 2019 

series, the PBC is covering ‘four’ countries in North Africa – Algeria, Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia. 

This is the second publication in the North Africa Country Series and features the Arab Republic 

of Egypt (Jumhūriyyat Mi .sr al-‘Arabiyyah). 

Egypt is a Mediterranean country located on the north-eastern corner of the African continent. It 

shares land borders with Sudan to the south, Libya to the west, the Red Sea to the east & south 

and the Gaza Strip and Israel to the northeast. In addition, it has maritime borders with Cyprus, 

Greece, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. As of July 2017, Egypt had an estimated population 

of 99.37 million, with less than 10% of the population being non-Muslims. Nearly the entire 

population can be categorised as of ethnic Egyptians. 

On the economic freedom index, Egypt ranked 11th among 14 countries in the Middle East and 

North Africa region with a score of 52.5, making its economy the 144th freest in the world. Egypt 

is one of the largest economies in the African continent and is rich in natural resources including; 

oil, natural gas, phosphates and iron ore. 

The table below highlights the economic indicators for Egypt. The country had a GDP growth 

rate of (4%), and an inflation rate of (29.50%) in 2017. Egypt’s foreign direct investment net inflows 

were around USD 7.39 billion in 2017. Egypt in 2017 had a trade deficit of USD 40.40 billion. 

Economic Indicator 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

GDP (Current USD Billion)      288.59      305.53      332.70      332.93      235.37 

GDP per capita (Current USD)    3,213.39    3,327.75    3,547.71    3,479.28    2,412.73 

GDP growth (Annual %)        2.19        2.92        4.37        4.35        4.18 

Inflation (Annual %) 9.42       10.14      10.36      13.81      29.50 

Exchange rate (LCU per USD)        6.87        6.97       7.35       8.14     18.745

Population (Millions)       89.81       91.81      93.78      95.69      97.55 

Foreign direct investment (Net inflows, 
USD Billion)

       4.19        4.61       6.93       8.11       7.39 

Trade Balance (USD Billion)     -37.08     -44.53    -52.39    -35.55    -40.40



THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT  n COUNTRY PROFILE ix

Egypt’s top three export partners were the UAE, Italy and Turkey which accounted for 26.05% of 

total exports, whereas top three import partners were China, Germany and Italy which shared 

25.45% in total imports.

Top exports included mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation, natural or 

cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones, precious metals and electrical machinery 

and equipment and parts, while top imports were mineral fuels and mineral oils, machinery, 

mechanical appliances, nuclear reactors, boilers and electrical machinery and equipment. 

Egypt enjoys a trade surplus with Pakistan. Since 2014, exports have grown and stood at USD 

133.70 million in 2017. Imports from Pakistan in 2017 were worth USD 81.78 billion.

This country profile also highlights 25-high potential exports from Pakistan to Egypt at HS-06 

level. The section covers the current standing of products exported by Pakistan to Egypt and 

the potential increase that can be achieved as of 2017. The potential for the 25 leading product 

categories stood at USD 1,258.26 million, whereas Egypt’s export potential for the 25 leading 

product categories stood at USD 2,150.74 million. 

Lastly, on the Ease of Doing Business index, Egypt moved up eight places in 2018 to be ranked 127th 

among the economies surveyed. Egypt has improved its ranking in ‘getting credit’, ‘protecting 

minority investors’, ‘paying taxes’ and ‘resolving insolvency’. 
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Country name: 
The Arab Republic of Egypt (Egypt) 

Capital: 
Cairo

 

Time zone: 
UTC+2

Central Bank: 
Central Bank of Egypt 

Currency: 
Egyptian Pound

Geographic coordinates: 
26.8206°N 30.8025°E

Location
Egypt is a Mediterranean country located on the north-eastern corner of the African continent. It 

shares land borders with Sudan to the south, Libya to the west, the Red Sea to the east & south 

and the Gaza Strip and Israel to the northeast. In addition, it has maritime borders with Cyprus, 

Greece, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. The Geographical coordinates of Egypt are; 26.8206° 

N, 30.8025° E.

Figure 1: Flag of Egypt
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Figure 2: Map of Egypt

Area
Total: 1,001,450 km2

Land: 995,450 km2

Water: 6,000 km2

Land boundaries
Total: 2,612 km

Sudan – 1,276 km, Libya – 1,115 km, Israel – 208 km, Gaza Strip – 13 km

Coastline: 2,450 km

Natural resources
Egypt has large reserves of petroleum, tin, natural gas, nickel, timber, bauxite, copper, coal, 

gold, and silver.

Land use
Agricultural land: 3.84% 

Arable land – 13%; permanent crops – 12.10%; permanent pasture – 6.10%

Forest: 0.07%

Other: 95.60% (2016 est.)

Irrigated land: 36,500 km2 (2012) 
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Population
Total population: 99.37 million

Population growth rate: 1.87% (2017 est.)

Age structure
0-14 years: 33.40% (Male - 16,451,317 / Female - 15,487,498)

15-24 years: 16.60% (Male – 8,088,021 / Female - 7,731,912)

25-54 years: 38.2% (Male - 18,345,921 / Female - 18,006,316)

55-64 years: 6.40% (Male - 3,002,210 / Female - 3,042,436)

65 years and over: 5.40% (Male - 2,233,531 / Female - 2,825,940) (2017 est.)

Figure 3: Age and Gender Wise Population Statistics 

Birth rate
Total: 26.49 births / 1,000 population (2017 est.)

Death rate
Total: 5.91 deaths / 1,000 population (2017 est.)

Life expectancy at birth
Total population: 71.48 years

Male: 69.30 years

Female: 73.76 years (2017 est.)
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Literacy
Population of age 15 and above who can read and write

Total population: 80.80%

Male: 86.48%

Female: 74.99% (2017 est.)

Ethnic groups
Ethnic Egyptians – 95%

Bedouins – 2.20%

Berbers – 1.50%

Dom – 1.20%

Others – 0.10% (2015 est.)

Languages
Egyptian Arabic (Masry), Sa’idi Arabic, Sudanese Arabic, English, French, Domari, Nobiin, 

Bedawi and Kenuzi-Dongola.

Population divided by Religion
Islam: 85 – 90% 

Christians: 10 – 15 % (2017 est.)

Climate
Egypt experiences three types of climate; the Mediterranean climate on the northern coast, the 

desert climate in inland areas and a milder climate along the coast of the Red Sea. On average, 

days are commonly warm or hot, and nights are cool. Egypt experiences two seasons; a hot 

summer from May to October and a mild winter from November to April. The difference in seasons 

is marked by the variations in daytime temperatures and changes in prevailing winds which lead 

to surprisingly cold to extremely hot climate. Coastal plains have a temperature range between 

an average minimum of 14°C in winters to an average maximum of 30°C in summer. In the inland 

areas, temperatures vary widely, especially in summer, however, temperature fluctuations are less 

dramatic in winters. The average annual temperature increases as we move from the Nile Delta to 

the Sudanese border. The country has moderate humidity – an average annual of 55.80%.  In most 

areas, Egypt receives fewer than eighty millimetres of precipitation annually. 
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Administrative Divisions
Egypt is divided into 29 provinces (singular: Muḩāfaz̧ah or plural: Muḩāfaz̧at in Arabic) with each 

having a capital and at least one city. It is a three layer- hierarchy, while some districts are further 

subdivided, creating an occasional fourth layer. Each province is governed by a governor, who 

is appointed by the President of Egypt. The governor serves at the President’s discretion. A 

President is elected for a four-year term by popular vote. The House of Representatives can hold 

office for a five-year term but can be dissolved earlier by the president. The next elections are due 

to be held in 2022.

 Figure 4: Administrative Divisions of Egypt
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Communications
Telephones - fixed lines:

Total subscriptions: 6.604 million

Subscriptions per 100 inhabitants: 7 (2017 est.)

Telephones - mobile cellular: 

Total subscriptions: 102.95 million

Subscriptions per 100 inhabitants: 106 (2017 est.)

Internet users: 

Total subscribers: 37.12 million

Percent of population: 39.20% (July 2016 est.)

Transportation
Airports: 83 (2013)

- with paved runways: 72

- with unpaved runways: 11

Heliports: 7 (2013)

Railways: 5,085 km

Roadways: 65,050 km

- paved: 48,000 km

- unpaved: 17,050 km (2018)

Waterways: 3,500 km (2011)

Major seaports: Alexandria, Damietta, El Dekheila, Port Said
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History of Egypt

Pre-Dynastic Period 

Egypt’s history can be traced back to 6000 B.C. as various hunter-gatherers made the Nile the 

centre of their territory. The unusual nature of this great river - flooding every year and depositing 

a layer of rich moist soil on the surrounding region - is ideally suited to the development of 

settled agriculture. The river thus takes upon itself two otherwise laborious tasks, irrigation and 

the enriching of the soil. However, few written records or artefacts have been found from the 

Pre-Dynastic Period which encompassed at least 2,000 years of gradual development of Egyptian 

civilization. Around 3400 B.C., two separate kingdoms were established: The Red Land to the 

north based in the Nile River Delta and extending along the Nile; and the White Land in the south. 

A southern king, Scorpion, made the first attempts to conquer the northern kingdom in 3200 B.C. 

A century later, the north would be subdued and unified, with King Menes becoming the first king 

of the new dynasty. 

Archaic (Early Dynastic) 

In the period of 3100 – 2686 B.C., King Menes founded the capital of ancient Egypt at the White 

Walls (later known as Memphis), in the north, near the apex of the Nile River delta. The capital 

became a hub and grew into a great metropolis that would impact Egyptian society during the 

Old Kingdom period. This period saw the development of the foundations of Egyptian society, 

including the all-important ideology of kingship. The kingship ideology was godlike, being closely 

identified with the all-powerful god Horus. 

Farming became the economic base of the Egyptian state during the Archaic Period. Farmers 

cultivated wheat and barley. The annual flooding from the Nile River provided the necessary 

irrigation and fertilization each year for the farmers. The farmers would sow the wheat after the 

flooding receded and harvested it before the season of high temperatures and drought returned. 

Old Kingdom: Age of the Pyramid Builders

The dynasty of pharaohs is also known as the Old Kingdom. The dynasty of pharaohs is the third 

dynasty in Egyptian history. King Djoser asked Imhotep, an architect, priest and healer, to design 

a burial monument for him; the result of which was the world’s first major stone building, the 

Step-Pyramid at Saqqara, near Memphis. It was during the Old Kingdom that Pyramid-building 

reached its zenith. It was in this period that the Great Pyramid of Giza was constructed on the 

outskirts of Cairo. It was built for Khufu (or Cheops, in Greek), who ruled from 2589 to 2566 B.C., 

the pyramid was later named by classical historians as one of the ancient world’s Seven Wonders. 

Two other pyramids were built at Giza for Khufu’s successors Khafra (2558-2532 B.C) and Menkaura 

(2532-2503 B.C.).



THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT  n COUNTRY PROFILE 11

During the third and fourth dynasties, Egypt enjoyed a golden age of peace, prosperity and 

expansion. The pharaohs held absolute power and provided a stable central government; the 

military was strong and the kingdom faced no serious threats from foreign enemies and itself 

ventured into foreign territory, expanding the empire to present day Sudan and Libya. The peace 

and expansion provided considerable economic prosperity. The following dynasties saw a decline 

in the prestige and reputation of the King of Egypt. The king’s wealth steadily depleted, partially 

due to the huge expense of pyramid-building, further, their absolute power faltered in the face 

of the growing influence of the nobility and the priesthood that grew up around the sun god Ra 

(Re). In a few decades after the death of the sixth dynasty’s King Pepy II, who had ruled for some 

94 years1,  the Old Kingdom had ended in chaos. Following the Old Kingdom were the seventh 

and eighth dynasties. 

First Intermediate Period

In the aftermath of the chaos following the collapse of the sixth dynasty, there was a rapid 

succession of Memphis-based rulers until about 2160 B.C., when central authority was completely 

dissolved, plunging Egypt into a civil war between provincial governors. To make matters worse, 

the chaotic situation was intensified by Bedouin incursions. The fighting led to famine and spread 

of disease across Egypt. In the aftermath of the fallout of the civil war, two different kingdoms 

emerged: one, a line of 17 rulers (dynasties nine and ten) based in Heracleopolis which ruled 

Middle Egypt between Memphis and Thebes, while another family of rulers rose in Thebes to 

challenge Hercleopolitan power. In 2055 B.C., the Theban prince Mentuhotep managed to topple 

Heracleopolis and reunited Egypt, beginning the 11th dynasty and ending the First Intermediate 

Period. 

Middle Kingdom

After Mentuhotep IV, was assassinated, the throne passed on to his Vazir, King Amenemhet I, founder 

of the 12th dynasty.  A new capital was established at It-towy, south of Memphis, while Thebes 

remained a great religious centre. During the Middle Kingdom, Egypt once again flourished, as it 

had during the Old Kingdom. The 12th dynasty kings ensured the smooth succession of their line 

by making each successor co-regent, a custom that began with Amenemhet I.

Second Intermediate Period

The 12th Dynasty of Egypt came to an end at the end of the 19th century BC with the death of 

Queen Sobekneferu (1806–1802 BC).2 Apparently she had no heirs, causing the 12th dynasty to 

come to a sudden end, and, with it, the Golden Age of the Middle Kingdom; it was succeeded 

by the much weaker 13th Dynasty. Retaining the seat of the 12th dynasty, the 13th dynasty ruled 

from Itjtawy ("Seizer-of-the-Two-Lands") near Memphis and Lisht, just south of the apex of the Nile 

Delta.

1  Shaw, I. (2004). Ancient Egypt. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
2  Ibid
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Third Intermediate Period and Alexander’s Conquest

The next four centuries saw important changes in the politics, society and culture of Egypt, with 

local rulers becoming autonomous. The Saite dynasty ruled a reunified Egypt for almost two 

centuries before the Persians attacked Egypt. This was followed by an attack by Alexander the 

Great of Macedonia who defeated the Persian armies. Egypt was conquered by Alexander and 

after his death, Egypt was ruled by a line of Macedonian kings. 

Islamic Conquest to 1250

The Arab invasion was led by ʿ Amr ibn al-ʿĀṣ from AD 639–642.3 The Byzantine Empire challenged 

and attempted to halt the Arab forays into their territory. The Arabs defeated the Byzantine forces 

and occupied key cities of Syria and Palestine. ʿ Amr ibn al-ʿĀṣ had by 645 AD completely defeated 

the Byzantine army. The early Arab rulers in Egypt did not attempt to force, or even to persuade 

the local people to convert to Islam. The Arabs offered protection to everyone paying Jizya and 

even kept the Byzantine system of taxation in place. The system was tweaked and streamlined 

to make it more efficient. A new capital was founded in the town of Misr. The town was named  

Al-Fusṭāṭ (encampment) and thus began the process of Arabization.  

The process was slow and steady. Greek was replaced as the official language in 706 AD. A 

Mosque was built in Al-Fusṭāṭ and each town had a smaller mosque. The Umayyad and ʿAbbāsid 

Caliphates ruled by appointing governors, this practice continued for more than 200 years.4 

However, the weakness of the Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad led to local generals forming first 

the Ṭūlūnid dynasty followed by the Ikhshīdid dynasty, both of which restored Egypt to its ancient 

glory. This was also a new era as Egypt was virtually autonomous for its revenue, similar to the days 

of the Pharaohs. The Ṭūlūnid and Ikhshīdid dynasties were followed by the Fāṭimid Caliphate. The 

Fathmid’s were followed by the Mamluk’s.

The Mamlūk to Ottoman periods (1250-1800)

The Ottoman Turks defeated the Mamlūk in 1567 -17.5 This period is known for the decline of 

Egyptian culture and ends with the occupation of Egypt by the French. 

The French period and British occupation (1798-1922)

Napoleon conquered Egypt with the aim of damaging British trade. Egypt was restored to its 

ancient glory and prestige as a colony of France. The locals were not happy with the idea of a 

foreign ruler and this led to several riots and rebellions against the French. The British occupied 

Egypt in 1882 and made changes to rule it more efficiently. 

3  Ibid
4  Ibid
5  Ibid
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World War I (1914-1922)

In 1914, Britain declared war on the Ottoman Empire, and claimed a protectorate over Egypt.6 

With the end of the war in 1918, Egyptians pushed for freedom. The claim for Independence was 

to be presented by a delegation, however the delegation leaders were arrested leading to wide 

spread revolt. The leaders were released and allowed to attend the Paris Peace Conference (1919-

20) but denied a hearing.7 

A declaration of independence was issued on February 29, 1922.8 The Kingdom of Egypt was 

formed as a constitutional monarchy. A struggle for power continued between the British, the 

Wafd and the King. 

World War II and its Aftermath (1940-1950)

British troops were withdrawn to the Suez Canal area after the end of World War II. Egypt became 

more involved in the region and committed to the Arab cause on Palestine. The first Arab-Israel 

war took place in 1948-49.9 The war was launched by Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Jordan as a response 

to the declaration of the State of Israel in May 1948.  The war ended in defeat for Egypt. The 

Elections of 1950 were won by the Wafd and this was followed by guerrilla warfare against British 

troops in the Suez Canal area.

Independence and the Free Officers (1952-2011)

The monarchy was toppled in July 1951 by the military. Col. Gamal Abdel Nasser led the Free 

Officers to topple the monarchy in a coup.10 The Free Officers would rule for the next five decades.  

During this period, Israel and Egypt went to war in 1967, known as the Six Day or June War and 

again in 1973 in a war called the Yom Kippur War.

Following a ceasefire, two agreements Sinai I (1974) and Sinai II (1975) were signed. In 1979 the 

Camp David Accords were signed.11 The Camp David agreement provided for peace between 

Egypt and Israel and help set up a framework for resolving the complex Palestinian issue.12 The 

provisions of the Camp David Accord included the withdrawal of Israeli armed forces and civilians 

from Sinai within three years, the establishment of special security arrangements on the peninsula, 

the creation of a buffer zone along the Sinai-Israel border to be patrolled by UN peacekeeping 

forces, and the normalization of economic and cultural relations between the two countries, 

including the exchange of ambassadors.

6  Shaw, I. (2004). Ancient Egypt. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
7  Ibid
8  Ibid
9  Ibid
10  Ibid
11  Osman, T. (2010). Egypt on the Brink: from Nasser to Mubarak. Yale University Press.
12  Osman, T. (2010). Egypt on the Brink: from Nasser to Mubarak. Yale University Press.
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Egypt since 2011

The Muslim Brotherhood was unofficially allowed to revive under President Sadat but was not 

authorized to become a political party. In 2011, thousands of protesters crowded the main streets 

of downtown Cairo and chanted slogans against poverty, political repression and corruption. 

Clashes between the protesters and the armed forces became increasingly violent. The Muslim 

Brotherhood along with the National Association for Change (a coalition of opposition leaders) 

joined the protests and under pressure, President Mubarak appeared on state television and 

announced he would not run for office in the scheduled elections of September 2011. 

On February 11, Mubarak stepped down as president.13 Martial law was imposed. Elections were 

held in November 2011 and were won by the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party 

which won about 47% of the seats in the assembly followed by the hard-line Nūr Party which won 

about 25% of the seats. Mohammed Morsi took over the office of President in June 2012. However, 

writing a new constitution became a point of contention and led to a new revolution. The head 

of the Egyptian Armed Forces, Gen. Abdul Fattah al-Sisi, intervened between the government 

and the opposition. Morsi was removed from office and the new constitution was suspended. An 

interim government was installed in 2013 and elections were held in 2014. Sisi resigned from the 

military and ran for office. Sisi’s victory marked a return to the Mubarak era of leadership. Sisi won 

the 2018 Egyptian presidential elections with 97% votes. 

13  Cook, S. A. (2011). The struggle for Egypt: from Nasser to Tahrir square. Oxford University Press.



THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT  n COUNTRY PROFILE 15



16



THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT  n COUNTRY PROFILE 17

ECONOMIC 
OUTLOOK

SECTION

3



18

Economic Overview
Egypt’s economy has expanded since 2000. Prior to 2000, it was a highly centralized economy. 

The country has diversified its economy in the areas of agriculture, hydrocarbons, manufacturing, 

tourism and other services sectors. The oil and gas sectors are still important and provide around 

8% of the GDP. Egypt’s economic freedom score is 52.5, making its economy the 144th freest in the 

world. It is ranked 11th among 14 countries in the Middle East and North Africa region, however, 

its overall score is below regional and world averages. The financial crisis that hit the country as a 

result of the political crisis has limited foreign investment. In 2016, the government turned to the 

IMF for a 3-year program, this led to a USD 12 billion loan to solve a persistent foreign currency 

shortage. Inflation was above 30% in 2017 as the currency was floated, energy subsidies were cut 

and new taxes introduced. 

Egypt is one of the largest economies in the African continent. It is rich in natural resources 

including; oil, natural gas, phosphates and iron ore. Egypt because of its strategic location plays a 

major role in ensuring regional stability and economic cooperation among the North African and 

Middle Eastern countries. 

The Egyptian economy experienced a decade of slow growth during the 80s and then again in 

the early 90s. The average growth rate was less than 4% a year. A significant liberalization of the 

Egyptian economy was undertaken in the beginning of 1991 to correct the inward-looking focus 

and to improve the growth rate. A process of controlling inflation, and opening markets to greater 

competition led to the private sector becoming an important player in terms of output and jobs. 

The average growth rate improved to 5.60% per year between 1996 and 2000. Further structural 

changes were made to the economy and reforms were successful in increasing economic growth. 

However, the government failed to tackle issues relating to poverty, high unemployment (among 

women and youth), corruption and inequality. The international financial crisis of 2008 added to 

these issues and eventually led to the Egyptian revolution. 

Egypt is a low-middle income country with a GDP of USD 235.37 billion in 2017. In 2017, it had 

a GDP per capita of USD 2,412.73, an annual GDP growth rate of 4.18% and a high inflation rate 

of 29.50%. Currently, the services sector dominates over the industrial and agricultural sectors. 

Egypt signed a USD 12 billion loan agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 

2016. The goal was to address macroeconomic vulnerabilities and promote inclusive growth 

and job creation. Egypt is currently following the IMF’s three-year Extended Fund Facility (EFF) 

program, the program conditions include a liberalization of the exchange rate (i.e. floating of the 

Egyptian pound), fiscal consolidation to lower budget expenditures, tax increases, deep structural 

reforms, and improving business regulations to spur economic growth. The EFF program when 

implemented, was also expected to secure an additional USD 3 billion from the World Bank, USD 

1.5 billion from the African Development Bank, and USD 6 billion from bilateral donors

The country has a population of 97.55 million. The Egyptian middle class makes up about 10% 

of the population and earns an average minimum wage of EGP 1,200 (around USD 174 USD) 
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per month. Around 27.80% of the total population lives below the poverty line due to unequal 

distribution of resources and profits. Though Egypt’s Human Development Index (HDI) value has 

increased by a respectable 27.40%, it still ranked 115th on the Human Development Index out of 

189 countries in 2017.14

The following table shows Egypt’s economic indicators for the period 2013 to 2017. 

Economic Indicator 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

GDP (Current USD Billion)  288.59  305.53  332.70 332.93  235.37 

GDP per capita (Current USD) 3,213.39 3,327.75 3,547.71 3,479.28 2,412.73 

GDP growth (Annual %) 2.19 2.92 4.37 4.35  4.18 

Inflation (Annual %)  9.42  10.14 10.36 13.81 29.50 

Exchange rate (LCU per USD)  6.87  6.97 7.35 8.14 18.745

Population (Millions)  89.81  91.81 93.78 95.69 97.55 

Foreign direct investment  
(Net inflows, USD Billion)

 4.19  4.61 6.93 8.11 7.39 

Trade Balance (USD Billion)  -37.08  -44.53 -52.39 -35.55 -40.40

Table 1: Economic Indicators

14  http://hdr.undp.org/en/2018-update
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Sectors of the Economy
Egypt has transformed itself from an agricultural country to a more developed one with industry 

and manufacturing being important contributors to the GDP, however, it is predominantly a 

services-based economy. 

The services sector is the largest contributor to the GDP – 53.02%, followed by industry – 33.75%, 

manufacturing – 16.44% and agriculture – 11.49%. Since 1990, the services sector contribution in 

the GDP has been more than 45% while the industrial sector has remained the second highest 

contributor to the GDP. The agricultural sector’s contribution has declined by 7% in the same 

period.

Figure 5: GDP Composition of Egypt

Agricultural Sector

Desert constitutes around 96% of Egypt’s total land area resulting in a lack of forests, permanent 

meadows or pastures. This places a heavy burden on the existing arable land which constitutes 

only about 3% of the total area. However, this is a highly fertile area and cropped more than 

once a year making agriculture an important contributor to the Egyptian economy, contributing 

nearly one-seventh of the GDP and employing roughly one fourth of the labour force. Egyptian 

agriculture is geared towards commercial rather than subsistence farming. Livestock, fruits and 

vegetables contribute one-fourth of the value, while the majority of the share is contributed by 

field crops. Important crops produced by Egypt are: cotton, corn (maize), rice, wheat, sorghum 
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of fruits are also grown and exported, with citrus being a large contributor. Egypt is the leading 

producer of long staple cotton (1.125 inches [2.85cm] and longer) in the world. The agricultural 

sector depends heavily on the river Nile. 
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Industry & Manufacturing Sector

The Industrial & Manufacturing sector is one of the largest contributors to Egypt’s economy. The 

industrial sector became a driving force for Egypt’s economy in the 20th century. Along with mining, 

this sector provides roughly one-fourth of Egypt’s GDP. Mainly, this sector consists of companies 

that are engaged in printing, cotton ginning, transport, spinning and weaving (cotton, linen and 

silk), extraction of vegetable oil and the manufacture of rayon and pharmaceuticals. Industries 

producing steel, electricity and automobiles are also present. The sector employs approximately 

17% of the labour force. 

Services Sector

The services sector is the largest contributor to the Egyptian economy and employs almost 50% 

of the labour force. 

According to the Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report of 2017, Egypt ranked as the 74th 

top tourist destination out of 136 countries. It has improved its ranking by 9 places since 2015 

and improved its performance score by 4.32%, also since 2015. The tourism industry is a major 

contributor to the services sector as the size of the industry almost doubled between 2000 and 

2010. This growth was driven by an increase in government support for the Travel & Tourism (T&T) 

sector which included an allocation of 6.80% of the total budget to this sector. The government 

also launched international campaigns to rebuild the country’s image. Egypt has relaxed its visa 

policy and improved its price competitiveness to try and reach, and then to beat its 2010 peak of 

14 million international tourists. In 2017, nine million international tourists visited the country and 

earned Egypt around USD 6,065.1 million. However, due to the volatile political situation, security 

concerns and terrorism, Egypt has failed to fully exploit its tourist potential. 
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Economic Indicators

GDP

Egypt’s economy saw a period of expansion after corrective measures were taken to fix the inward-

looking economy and increase the growth rate. A process of controlling inflation, while opening 

markets to greater competition led to the private sector becoming an important player in terms 

of output and jobs. The average annual growth rate between 1996 & 2000 was 5.60%. After 2000, 

more structural changes were put in place and these saw further expansion at a quicker pace. 

The country eventually faced an acute foreign exchange shortage in 2016 and was bailed out by 

benefactors, namely the United Arab Emirates (UAE), China and the G7. Saudi Arabia contributed 

nearly USD 25 billion to the Egyptian economy between 2013 and 2016 but refused to bail Egypt 

out when it needed to raise an additional USD 6 billion in external funds. Post signing of the IMF 

agreement, the economy has slowed down and the nominal GDP has dropped from USD 332.93 

billion in 2016 to USD 235.37 billion in 2017. 

Figure 5: Egypt’s GDP (Current USD Billion)
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GDP Per Capita

Egypt has been successful in increasing its GDP per capita after 1990. The GDP per capita has 

almost doubled from USD 1,259 to USD 2,412. It is interesting to note that the country registered 

a GDP per capita growth during the financial crisis of 2009 and post the Egyptian Revolution of 

2011.  The GDP per capita grew to USD 3,213.39 in 2013 and USD 3,547.71 in 2015. However, 

Egypt was able to register these GDP per Capita rates due to the financial help provided by 

Saudi Arabia and the UAE. The country registered a GDP per capita of USD 2,412.73 in 2017 after 

signing the IMF agreement.

Figure 6: GDP per Capita (Current USD)
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Economic Growth

The Egyptian economy was highly centralised and in the 1990s was helped by the International 

Monetary Fund and external debt relief received in the aftermath of the First Gulf War. This helped 

Egypt improve its macroeconomic indicators. Post 2000, Egypt’s economy underwent structural 

reforms moving towards a market-oriented economy. The Egyptian economy experienced an 

annual growth of 8% between 2004 and 2009. The growth rate was at more than 7% between the 

years 2007-2008. The government’s failure to ensure equitable distribution of wealth and benefits 

of growth coupled with the global financial crisis of 2009 led to a sharp decline in the growth rate. 

Political unrest and a revolution in 2011 plunged the economy in turmoil. Post Revolution, Egypt 

averaged a growth rate of 2-3% a year, which is well below its potential and historical growth rates. 

Figure 7: GDP Growth (Annual %)
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Inflation

Egypt experienced a sharp increase in inflation at the turn of the century as it shifted towards a 

market oriented economy. The inflation rate reached its peak in 2008 due to structural changes 

in the economy and the global financial crises. Inflation spiked after the revolution in 2011. The 

Government was forced to give subsidies on fuel, electricity and gas. The inflation rate saw an 

increase in 2016 when the IMF agreement was signed. The government ended food and fuel 

subsidies which further pushed up consumer prices, resulting in high inflation in 2017. The inflation 

rate was also left to be determined by the market forces just like the exchange rate. This was one 

of the conditions and measures to which Egypt agreed before signing the IMF agreement. The 

inflation rate jumped up from below 5% in 1999 to 30% and above in 2017; however, the rate is 

eing closely monitored by the central bank.

Figure 8: Inflation (Annual %)
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Exchange Rate

Following the Egyptian Revolution and the IMF agreement, the Egyptian Pound has lost its value 

against the US dollar (USD). Post signing of the agreement with the IMF in 2016, the Egyptian 

Pound was allowed to float in the open market. Consequently, the Egyptian Pound fell and with 

the government ending subsidies on food and petrol the inflation rate hit an all-time high. 

Figure 9: Exchange Rate (Local Currency Unit per USD)
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Population

Egypt has a young population. Out of a population of 97.37 million, about 54.80% are in the age 

bracket 25-54 years while only 5.40% of the total population is 55 years and above. The remaining 

population is below the age of 14 and accounts for 34.00% of the total population. The annual 

population growth rate has declined consistently post 2013 and was 1.93% in 2017. 

Figure 10: Population Growth (Annual %)
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Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)

Between 1998 and 1999, there was a rise in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), but with the turn of 

the century and the structural changes imposed to reform the economy and make it a market 

oriented, FDI fell. FDI inflows into the country decreased and remained below 1 Billion before 

showing an upward trend as investor confidence was restored after structural reforms brought 

political and economic stability. Inflows reached USD 11.58 billion in 2007. The following years 

showed a downward trend till 2011, the year of the Egyptian Revolution. The FDI for 2011 were 

recorded at (-0.48 billion). FDI saw an increase again which was due to the financial bail-out and 

support provided by Saudi Arabia and the U.A.E.

Egypt floated its currency in the foreign exchange market and the volatile political and economic 

situation did not help maintain FDI inflows. In 2016, after Egypt signed an IMF agreement, FDI fell 

as the currency was left to market forces. FDI stood at USD 7.39 billion in 2017. The government 

has tried to improve the business environment by restructuring its investment policies (interest 

rate & tax  cuts for exporters, energy tariff cuts for labour-intensive industries, tax incentives for 

investment in special economic zones and reduction in tax rates on property acquired by local real 

estate investment trusts) all of which are measures taken to reduce risk in investment. 

Figure 11: Foreign Direct Investment (Net inflows, USD Billion)
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Unemployment

Overall, Egypt faced an increase in the unemployment rate in the aftermath of the 2009 global 

financial crises. The unemployment rate has further increased after the Egyptian Revolution. 

In2017, the unemployment rate was recorded at 12.08% and the average minimum wage per 

month was EGP 1,200 (around USD 174 USD).
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Natural Resources

Mineral Resources

Egypt is a significant producer of cement, direct reduced iron (DRI) and mineral fuels. In 2010, 

Egypt was the leading country in the African continent for petroleum products, it was second in the 

production of natural gas after Algeria and the fifth largest producer of crude oil in Africa. Minerals 

produced in Egypt include aluminium, barite, basalt, bentonite, coal, coke, dolomite, feldspar, 

ferroalloys, fluorspar, gold, granite, gypsum, ilmenite, iron and steel, iron ore, kaolin, limestone, 

manganese, marble, phosphate rock, quartz, salt, sand and gravel, sandstone, secondary copper, 

silica sand, soda ash, sulphur, and talc.

Egypt is also the world’s 11th largest cement producer and accounts for about 1.5% of the world’s 

cement production. It is also the world’s seventh largest producer of DRI and Africa’s second 

ranked crude steel producer behind South Africa. 

Oil

Egypt is the leading producer of petroleum products in Africa. Egypt’s oil sector is dominated by 

international oil companies which include some 75 companies. Out of these 75 companies, 50 are 

operators, and 25 are partners with the Ministry of Petroleum. 

Gas

In 2010, Egypt produced 1.9% of the world’s total natural gas output and ranked as the second 

largest producer of natural gas in Africa. Almost 78% of Egypt’s gas reserves are located in the 

Mediterranean Sea blocks. This accounts for almost three-fourth of Egypt’s natural gas production. 

The remaining reserves are located in the Western Desert (10%), the Gulf of Suez (8%), and the 

Nile Delta (4%). The Government’s policy of intensifying gas and oil exploration activity during the 

past 6 years appear to have paid off. 

Free Economic Zone (FEZ) and Suez Canal Special 
Economic Zones (SCZone)

The General Authority for Investment and Free Zones (GAFI) oversees the system of free zones. 

The country has Free Economic Zones (FEZ) and includes ten free zones clustered in and around 

Alexandria and Cairo. The Suez Canal Economic Zones (SCZone) are clustered around the Suez 

Canal, connecting two oceans and two seas and are expected to serve as international business 

hubs for utilizing both national and foreign investments and in the process earning foreign 

currency and developing state of the art industries. Up till now, only two economic zones have 

been established under the SEZ Law: Suez Canal Special Economic Zone (SCZone), which was 



THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT  n COUNTRY PROFILE 31

established in 2015, and the Golden Triangle Economic Zone (GTZone), established in late 2017.  

The Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone) offers investment opportunities in various economic 

sectors including logistics, industry, ICT, renewable energy, business parks and real estate 

development as well as infrastructure services and transport links developments.

SCZone resides along the banks of the newly-expanded Suez Canal, connecting two oceans and 

two seas. More than 8% of global trade passes through the Canal every year. The strategic location 

of SCZone on the main trade route between Europe and South Asia permits it to offer competitive 

production costs and makes it the most comprehensive market access programme in the region.

Spanning 461 km2, the SCZone has four unique zones and six strategically-located ports. The four 

zones are:

1. Ain Sokhna, set aside for heavy industry and renewable energy manufacturing (being near 

Egypt’s windiest region);

2. East Port Said, allocated to light industry and logistics;

3. Qantara West, a coastal area reserved for logistics; and

4. East Ismailia, targeted at agri-business, textiles and ICT industries.

The six ports are East and West Port Said; Ain Sokhna; Adabiya; Al Tor; and Al Arish. The planned 

expansions of these ports will increase their capacity for handling maritime traffic and for offering 

related services such as shipbuilding, stevedoring, bunkering, vessel scrapping, and recycling.

The Golden Triangle Special Economic Zone (GTZone) is another economic zone established 

under the Presidential Decree No. 341/2017 in Upper Egypt (in the Al Qoseer – Safaga – Qena – 

Qeft region) as an economic zone of a special nature. Spanning 2,228,754.25 feddan (over 2 million 

acres), the GTZone is expected to lead to substantial investments in Upper Egypt, especially 

in the fields of mining, general industry and the tourism sector. According to the government’s 

announced plans, 65% of the project will be composed of modern industrial hubs whilst 35% will 

be residential, commercial, and recreational.

Egypt, China and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

Founded in 2017, the Afro-Asian Economic Council (AAEC) initiated a project to link and connect 

Kuwait, Egypt and other North African countries to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). It is 

estimated that the project will attract investments to Egypt and other North African countries 

ranging from USD 2 trillion to USD 4 trillion and will also increase international shipping traffic 

through the Suez Canal.

For Egypt, the aim of joining the BRI is to attract more FDI and international investment, and to 

make Egypt the most important sea and land corridor through the North Africa-Asia link project. 

The Chinese Embassy in Cairo, recently issued a statement which showed that Chinese direct 



32

investments in Egypt increased to USD 260 m in 2017, and China ranked as the sixth largest 

investor in the local market. Emphasising on the point that Chinese investors focus on the industrial 

sector, it further stated that the Chinese company TEDA invested about USD 100 m in the field 

of infrastructure in the Chinese-Egyptian cooperation zone in the Suez region, while Jushi Group 

invested about USD 600m. China hailed the geostrategic and geopolitical location of Egypt as a 

focal point on the axis of Arab and African trade.

President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi has visited China four times in the past three years, while the Chinese 

President Xi Jinping paid a historic visit to Egypt in early 2016 to boost relations between the two 

countries. Cairo also hosted the first round of the annual Belt and Road Industrial and Commercial 

Conference, under the slogan "Egypt ... Your Gateway to BRICA," referring to the Belt and Road 

Industrial and Commercial Alliance (BRICA) in April 2017.The conference was attended by some 

150 Egyptian businessmen and 160 others from the BRICA states, in addition to major financial 

institutions including China Development Bank, Industrial and Commercial Bank of China, African 

Development Bank and the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa.

Egypt also sent a high-profile ministerial delegation to the Belt and Road Forum for International 

Cooperation that was held in Beijing in mid May 2017.

Figure 14: One Belt, One Road
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Figure 15: Suez Canal Economic Zone 
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Trade

Egypt’s Trade Agreements

Egypt is a signatory to various Preferential Trade, Free Trade and Tariff Trade agreements. The 

following table shows Egypt’s trade alliances. 

Country Types of Agreements Forced into 
Agreements

Lebanon Executive Program 15/03/1991

Syria Preferential Trade Agreement 1/12/1991

Morocco Free Trade Agreement 28/4/1999

Tunisia Free Trade Agreement 26/04/2007

Libya Tariffs Agreement 18/06/1991

Jordan Free Trade Agreement 21/12/1999

Iraq Free Trade Agreement 8/7/2001

Agreement Setting Up a Free Trade Area 
between Arab Mediterranean Countries. 

Free Trade Agreement 8/5/2001

EFTA States Free Trade Agreement 25/12/1995

Turkey Free Trade Agreement 15/12/2005

Table 2: Egypt's Trade Agreements

Trade Overview

Egypt’s economic freedom score is 52.5, making its economy the 144th freest in the world. It is 

ranked 11th among 14 countries in the Middle East and North Africa region. Egypt had a nominal 

GDP of USD 235.37 billion in 2017. It exports oil, petroleum gas, minerals, electrical appliances 

and plastics against imports of machinery, cereal, iron & steel and vehicles. 

Egypt has had trade a deficit in the last ten years which has only worsened over the years. 
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Figure 16: Egypt's Trade Overview
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Major Export Partners

Egypt’s top-10 export partners are listed below. These contributed 53.26% to total exports. Top 

three export partners – United Arab Emirates, Italy and Turkey – accounted for 26.25% of total 

exports. Since 2013, exports to the United Arab Emirates, Turkey and China have increased On 

the other hand, exports to Italy and Saudi Arabia have decreased in the same time period

Top-10 Export Partners of Egypt
All values in USD Billion

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

World 28.78 26.81 21.97 22.51 25.94 

United Arab Emirates 0.76  0.99 1.11 2.83 2.74 

Italy 2.70  2.45 1.62 1.47 2.20 

Turkey 1.75  1.45 1.27 1.44 1.87 

Saudi Arabia 1.98  1.98 2.03 1.75 1.55 

United States of America 1.18  1.13 1.23 1.01 1.33 

United Kingdom 0.97  1.01 0.95 1.05 1.09 

India 2.14  1.92 0.90 0.63 0.89 

Spain 0.64  0.58 0.46 0.65 0.80 

China 0.56  0.33 0.44 0.50 0.68 

Lebanon 0.70  0.60 0.44 0.80 0.67 

Table 3: Egypt's Top-10 Export Partners

Figure 17: Egypt's Top Export Partners (2013-2017)
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Major Exports

At HS-02 level, top-10 Egyptian exports are shown in the table below. Mineral fuels, natural or 

cultured pearls, and electrical machinery and equipment were the top three exports in 2017 with 

a value of USD 5.06 billion, USD 2.11 billion and USD 1.73 billion, respectively. From 2013 to 2017, 

exports of mineral fuels have fallen while, natural or cultured pearls and electrical machinery and 

equipment have risen. The top ten exports contribute 62.11% to the total exports at HS-02 level.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level exported by Egypt
All values in USD Billion

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 28.78 26.81 21.97 22.51 25.94 

Code Product Description

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of 
their distillation

7.56 6.27 3.95 3.23 5.06 

71 Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-
precious stones, precious metals, metals clad 
. . .

0.91 0.66 0.63 2.65 2.11 

85 Electrical machinery and equipment 
and parts thereof; sound recorders and 
reproducers, television . . .

1.20 1.96 1.75 1.53 1.73 

39 Plastics and articles thereof 1.51 1.65 1.38 1.18 1.51 

08 Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or 
melons

1.01 1.05 1.12 1.20 1.27 

07 Edible vegetables and certain roots and 
tubers

1.04 1.24 1.13 0.97 1.07 

31 Fertilisers 1.19 0.74 0.42 0.85 1.05 

62 Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, 
not knitted or crocheted

0.87 0.78 0.87 0.76 0.91 

72 Iron and steel 0.97 0.62 0.29 0.46 0.86 

33 Essential oils and resinoids; perfumery, 
cosmetic or toilet

0.38 0.47 0.43 0.45 0.54 

Table 4: Top-10 Exports at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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Top-25 products exported by Egypt at HS-06 level which are shown below contributed 50.60% to 

total exports. In 2017, the top export was ‘commodities not elsewhere specified’ valued at USD 

2.27 billion.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level exported by Egypt
All values in USD Billion

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 28.78 26.81 21.97 22.51 25.94 

Code Product Description          

999999 Commodities not elsewhere specified  0.20  0.28  0.21  0.26  2.27 

270900 Petroleum oils and oils obtained from 
bituminous minerals, crude

 3.06  3.05  1.99  1.81  2.11 

710812 Gold, incl. gold plated with platinum, 
unwrought, for non-monetary purposes 
(excluding gold . . .

 0.90  0.65  0.58  2.59  2.10 

310210 Urea, whether or not in aqueous solution 
(excluding that in pellet or similar forms, or 
in . . .

 1.01  0.58  0.28  0.72  0.91 

852872 Reception apparatus for television, colour, 
whether or not incorporating radio-broadcast 
receivers . . .

 0.11  0.69  0.67  0.56  0.55 

080510 Fresh or dried oranges  0.49  0.44  0.48  0.50  0.55 

330290 Mixtures of odoriferous substances and 
mixtures, incl. alcoholic solutions, based on 
one or . . .

 0.22  0.30  0.24  0.27  0.38 

271019 Medium oils and preparations, of petroleum 
or bituminous minerals, not containing 
biodiesel, . . .

 1.51  1.23  0.72  0.21  0.32 

570190 Carpets and other textile floor coverings, 
of textile materials, knotted, whether or not 
made . . .

 0.38  0.38  0.31  0.29  0.29 

940360 Wooden furniture (excluding for offices, 
kitchens and bedrooms, and seats)

 0.30  0.30  0.30  0.33  0.28 

854420 Coaxial cable and other coaxial electric 
conductors, insulated

 0.32  0.40  0.36  0.34  0.27 

290511 Methanol "methyl alcohol"  0.34  0.27  0.03  0.09  0.27 

070190 Fresh or chilled potatoes (excluding seed)  0.17  0.27  0.22  0.16  0.26 

390210 Polypropylene, in primary forms  0.14  0.18  0.22  0.19  0.26 

961900 Sanitary towels (pads) and tampons, napkins 
and napkin liners for babies, and similar 
articles, . . .

 -  0.16  0.17  0.21  0.24 

080610 Fresh grapes  0.18  0.25  0.24  0.21  0.23 

390120 Polyethylene with a specific gravity of >= 
0,94, in primary forms

 0.16  0.15  0.16  0.15  0.22 

170199 Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure 
sucrose, in solid form (excluding cane and 
beet sugar . . .

 0.17  0.13  0.13  0.17  0.22 

720826 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy steel, 
of a width of >= 600 mm, in coils, simply . . .

 0.26  0.19  0.10  0.14  0.22 

392020 Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of non-
cellular polymers of ethylene, not reinforced, 
. . .

 0.19  0.24  0.21  0.16  0.21 
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All values in USD Billion

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

070310 Fresh or chilled onions and shallots  0.20  0.17  0.27  0.20  0.21 

300490 Medicaments consisting of mixed or unmixed 
products for therapeutic or prophylactic 
purposes, . . .

 0.26  0.25  0.19  0.22  0.20 

621040 Men's or boys' garments of textile fabrics, 
rubberised or impregnated, coated, covered 
or laminated . . .

 0.18  0.21  0.19  0.14  0.19 

854430 Ignition wiring sets and other wiring sets for 
vehicles, aircraft or ships

 0.06  0.07  0.09  0.12  0.19 

852990 Parts suitable for use solely or principally with 
transmission and reception apparatus for . . .

 0.00  0.01  0.03  0.04  0.18 

Table 5: Top-25 Exports at HS-06 Level (2013-17)

Major Import Partners

The following table shows the top-10 import partners of Egypt; these accounted for 57.14% of 

total imports. Top three import partners – China, Germany and Italy – shared 25.33% in total 

imports. Overall, imports have fallen from USD 71.34 billion in 2014 to USD 66.34 billion in 2017. 

Major decline was observed in imports from Saudi Arabia (-31.31%).

Top-10 Import Partners of Egypt
All values in USD Billion

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

World 66.67 71.34  74.36  58.05  66.34 

China 7.00 8.06 9.78 7.55 8.11

Germany  5.25 5.54  5.78  5.07  4.51 

Italy  3.55 3.27  3.31  2.64  4.19 

Saudi Arabia  3.04 2.74  2.95  2.41  4.15 

United States of America  5.21 5.20  4.38  3.10  3.90 

Russian Federation  1.87 2.94  3.37  2.21  3.60 

Brazil  2.28 2.19  2.69  1.73  2.70 

India  2.27 2.47  2.34  1.83  2.34 

Ukraine  3.15 3.01  2.45  2.16  2.33 

Turkey  2.63 2.85  3.31  2.51  2.09 

Table 6: Egypt's Top-10 Import Partners
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Figure 18: Egypt's Top-10 Import Partners (2013-2017)

Major Imports

Egypt imports mineral fuels, machinery and mechanical appliances, and electrical machinery 

and equipment. From the top-10 imports at HS-02 level shown below, import of mineral fuels, 

mineral oils and products of their distillation, electrical machinery and equipment, pharmaceutical 

products and meat and edible meat offal have shown an increase, while the rest have fallen. These 

products contributed 30.25% in total imports.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level imported by Egypt
All values in USD Billion

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 66.67 71.34 74.36 58.05 66.34

Code Product Description          

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of 
their distillation

9.29 9.90 11.86 8.27 11.52

84 Machinery, mechanical appliances, nuclear 
reactors, boilers; parts thereof

6.18 5.77 6.05 5.28 5.72

85 Electrical machinery and equipment and 
parts thereof

4.19 4.69 5.14 4.03 4.81

10 Cereals 4.73 5.05 4.37 3.11 4.41

72 Iron and steel 3.94 4.34 3.72 2.84 3.24

39 Plastics and articles thereof 3.30 3.30 3.37 2.73 3.20

87 Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling 
stock, and parts and accessories thereof

3.34 5.24 6.27 4.59 3.14

73 Articles of Iron or Steel 2.65 2.58 2.64 2.36 2.76

30 Pharmaceutical products 1.81 1.89 2.27 1.92 2.19

02 Meat and edible meat offal 1.21 1.62 2.01 1.41 1.55

Table 7: Top-10 Imports at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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The table below shows top-25 products at HS-06 level imported by Egypt; these accounted for 

43.80% of total imports, signifying a diverse import base. During the period 2013-17, imports of 

medicaments consisting of mixed and unmixed products, motor cars, frozen boneless meat and 

palm oil have increased.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level imported by Egypt
All values in USD Billion

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products  66.67  71.34  74.36  58.05  66.34 

Code Product Description          

999999 Commodities not elsewhere specified  2.72  0.26  0.09  0.29  5.61 

100119 Durum wheat (excluding seed for sowing)  -  3.06  2.54  1.54  2.62 

271111 Natural gas, liquefied  -  0.00  1.39  2.30  2.23 

270900 Petroleum oils and oils obtained from bitumi-
nous minerals, crude

 2.03  3.04  1.76  1.38  1.75 

100590 Maize (excluding seed for sowing)  1.98  1.94  1.79  1.52  1.72 

300490 Medicaments consisting of mixed or unmixed 
products for therapeutic or prophylactic pur-
poses, . . .

 1.42  1.44  1.76  1.43  1.67 

271113 Butanes, liquefied (excluding of a purity of >= 
95% of N-butane or isobutane)

 1.57  1.02  1.08  0.90  1.28 

732690 Articles of iron or steel, n.e.s. (excluding cast 
articles or articles of iron or steel wire)

 1.12  1.30  1.17  0.91  1.11 

720719 Semi-finished products of iron or non-alloy 
steel containing, by weight, < 0,25% of car-
bon, . . .

 1.52  1.51  1.38  1.04  1.10 

870323 Motor cars and other motor vehicles princi-
pally designed for the transport of persons, 
incl. . . .

 0.96  1.99  2.48  1.90  1.03 

020230 Frozen, boneless meat of bovine animals  0.83  1.19  1.44  1.00  1.02 

271019 Medium oils and preparations, of petroleum 
or bituminous minerals, not containing bio-
diesel, . . .

 0.99  1.77  1.55  0.74  0.83 

260112 Agglomerated iron ores and concentrates 
(excluding roasted iron pyrites)

 0.68  0.53  0.25  0.23  0.79 

151190 Palm oil and its fractions, whether or not 
refined (excluding chemically modified and 
crude)

 0.62  0.43  0.10  0.24  0.74 

440710 Coniferous wood sawn or chipped length-
wise, sliced or peeled, whether or not planed, 
sanded . . .

 0.84  1.22  0.96  0.74  0.74 

851712 Telephones for cellular networks "mobile tele-
phones" or for other wireless networks

 0.34  0.40  0.58  0.36  0.56 

170113 Raw cane sugar, in solid form, not contain-
ing added flavouring or colouring matter, 
obtained . . .

 -  0.24  0.30  0.31  0.55 

720449 Waste and scrap of iron or steel (excluding 
slag, scale and other waste of the production 
of . . .

 0.85  0.85  0.30  0.23  0.54 

852990 Parts suitable for use solely or principally with 
transmission and reception apparatus for . . .

 0.39  0.65  0.69  0.54  0.53 
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All values in USD Billion

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

230400 Oilcake and other solid residues, whether or 
not ground or in the form of pellets, resulting 
. . .

 0.54  0.64  0.68  0.65  0.52 

740311 Copper, refined, in the form of cathodes and 
sections of cathodes

 0.73  0.61  0.61  0.42  0.49 

730619 Line pipe of a kind used for oil or gas pipe-
lines, welded, of flat-rolled products of iron . 
. .

 0.42  0.28  0.25  0.35  0.46 

870322 Motor cars and other motor vehicles princi-
pally designed for the transport of persons, 
incl. . . .

 0.22  0.36  0.48  0.43  0.43 

390210 Polypropylene, in primary forms  0.43  0.47  0.43  0.30  0.38 

848180 Appliances for pipes, boiler shells, tanks, 
vats or the like (excluding pressure-reducing 
valves, . . .

 0.27  0.27  0.25  0.21  0.35 

Table 8: Top-25 Imports at HS-06 Level (2013-17)
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Trade with China
Egypt established diplomatic relations with China on May 30, 1956. Premier Zhou Enlai visited 

Egypt three times during his tenure and President Hosni Mubarak and Mohamed Morsi flew to 

China on official visits. 

Chinese officials identified Egypt to finance development projects during the years 2000 to 2012. 

Chinese money is increasingly pouring into the Egyptian economy, a sign that the “comprehensive 

strategic partnership” agreed between the countries in 2014 is being taken forward. China has 

been Egypt’s largest trading partner since 2012 and the Suez Canal makes Egypt critical to 

China as it lies at the heart of the Maritime Silk Road – a pillar of the all-encompassing Belt 

and Road Initiative of China. China is the largest current investor in the Suez Canal, the Chinese 

conglomerate TEDA is developing a special economic zone in the region.  China has committed 

billions to various Egyptian state projects, including revamping the textile industry and building 

a light rail system for Cairo. China is reported to be planning to move up to 20% of its textile 

production to Egypt through the setting up of new units, mergers or full acquisitions of local 

companies. The objective of this exercise is to bypass US tariffs in case of a trade war with the US. 

In addition, Egyptian manufacturers get tax-free access to the US market as long as they use a 

certain percentage of Israeli materials in the final product. 

Trade Overview

Egypt’s trade balance with China has deteriorated consistently – from negative USD 4.47 billion in 

2013 it fell to negative USD 7.42 billion in 2017. However, Egypt has improved its exports to China 

over the years. China is Egypt’s biggest export partner since 2012 – almost double that of the next 

biggest export destination for Egypt. 

Figure 19: Egypt's Trade Overview with China
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At HS-02 level, Egyptian exports to China comprise of mineral fuels, edible fruits and plastics. 

From the top-10 items below, mineral fuels were the top export valued at USD 443.64 million in 

2017, these contributed 65.25% in total exports to China.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level exported by Egypt to China
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 560.00 329.92 442.61 495.03 679.85 

Code Product Description

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and 
products of their distillation

282.27 133.59 278.08 348.15 443.64 

08 Edible fruit and nuts; peel of 
citrus fruit or melons

0.80 7.33 14.48 20.20 60.38 

39 Plastics and articles thereof 24.88 10.38 3.86 9.32 42.44 

68 Articles of stone, plaster, 
cement, asbestos, mica or similar 
materials

40.46 61.25 56.61 43.63 29.92 

28 Inorganic chemicals; organic or 
inorganic compounds of precious 
metals, of rare-earth metals, 
of radioactive elements or of 
isotopes

9.14 0.33 0.01 0.64 18.57 

25 Salt; sulphur; earths and stone; 
plastering materials, lime and 
cement

62.54 25.83 19.26 8.09 15.91 

41 Raw hides and skins (other than 
furskins) and leather

18.67 16.82 13.11 5.87 10.21 

62 Articles of apparel and clothing 
accessories, not knitted or 
crocheted

2.18 2.55 4.57 2.60 8.79 

52 Cotton 29.11 11.60 10.88 3.27 8.49 

53 Other vegetable textile fibres; 
paper yarn and woven fabrics of 
paper yarn

1.39 4.38 3.90 6.86 5.99 

Table 9: Top-10 Exports to China at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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At HS-06 level, top-25 products below contributed 87.42% of Egyptian exports to China. In 2017, 

Petroleum oils was the most exported item, followed by fresh or dried oranges.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level exported by Egypt to China
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 560.00 329.92 442.61 495.03 679.85 

Code Product Description  

270900 Petroleum oils and oils 
obtained from bituminous 
minerals, crude

186.85 84.52 278.08 301.17 403.46 

080510 Fresh or dried oranges 0.04 4.58 11.22 16.22 53.65 

680221 Marble, travertine and 
alabaster articles thereof, 
simply cut or sawn, with a flat 
or even surface (excluding with 
a completely or partly planed, 
sand-dressed, coarsely or finely 
ground or polished surface, 
tiles, cubes and similar articles 
of subheading 6802,10, setts, 
curbstones and flagstones)

40.30 57.64 56.61 43.63 28.59 

390120 Polyethylene with a specific 
gravity of >= 0,94, in primary 
forms

0.80 0.72 0.85 - 26.42 

271019 Medium oils and preparations, 
of petroleum or bituminous 
minerals, not containing 
biodiesel, n.e.s.

- - - 13.78 24.01 

282120 Earth colours containing >= 
70% by weight of combined 
iron evaluated as Fe2O3

- - - 0.63 16.96 

271111 Natural gas, liquefied 95.26 48.99 - 19.44 14.69 

251512 Marble and travertine, merely 
cut, by sawing or otherwise, 
into blocks or slabs of a square 
or rectangular shape

19.45 8.34 8.97 3.78 13.10 

520100 Cotton, neither carded nor 
combed

28.55 11.41 10.59 2.40 7.64 

390190 Polymers of ethylene, in 
primary forms (excluding 
polyethylene and ethylene-
vinyl acetate copolymers)

- - - - 5.80 

390110 Polyethylene with a specific 
gravity of < 0,94, in primary 
forms

 0.80  1.18  0.86  6.77  5.37 

570190 Carpets and other textile floor 
coverings, of textile materials, 
knotted, whether or not 
made . . .

 9.17  9.42  5.85  5.89  5.28 

410449 Hides and skins of bovine "incl. 
buffalo" or equine animals, 
in the dry state "crust", 
without . . .

 0.32  5.51  4.05  1.94  5.27 

620349 Men's or boys' trousers, bib 
and brace overalls, breeches 
and shorts of textile materials 
(excluding . . .

 -  0.08  2.40  1.10  4.60 

530110 Flax, raw or retted  0.58  1.03  0.73  3.04  4.39 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

411390 Leather further prepared 
after tanning or crusting "incl. 
parchment-dressed leather", of 
antelopes, . . .

 7.55  3.70  3.13  1.81  3.20 

560311 Nonwovens, whether or 
not impregnated, coated, 
covered or laminated, n.e.s., of 
synthetic or . . .

 -  -  -  0.04  3.13 

081110 Frozen strawberries, uncooked 
or cooked by steaming or 
boiling in water, whether or not 
sweetened

 0.50  2.07  1.38  1.89  3.05 

510529 Wool, combed (excluding that 
in fragments "open tops")

 -  -  -  -  2.95 

251511 Marble and travertine, crude or 
roughly trimmed

43.00 17.42  4.99  3.08  2.77 

390410 Poly"vinyl chloride", in primary 
forms, not mixed with any 
other substances

 0.04  2.70  0.40  -  2.60 

621040 Men's or boys' garments of 
textile fabrics, rubberised or 
impregnated, coated, covered 
or laminated . . .

 1.22  0.94  0.37  0.94  2.14 

030229 Fresh or chilled flat fish 
"Pleuronectidae, Bothidae, 
Cynoglossidae, Soleidae, 
Scophthalmidae . . .

 0.00  0.00  0.00  0.07  1.94 

940320 Metal furniture (excluding 
for offices, seats and 
medical, surgical, dental or 
veterinary . . .

 -  0.34  0.83  1.04  1.79 

281410 Anhydrous ammonia  9.03  -  -  -  1.60 

Table 10: Top-10 Exports to China at HS-06 Level (2013-17)
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Electrical machinery and equipment, and machinery and mechanical appliances shared 24.29% in 

total imports from China in 2017. Among the top-10 products at HS-02 level, imports of articles of 

apparel and clothing accessories, vehicles and man-made filaments have fallen while imports of 

other items have increased since 2013.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level imported by Egypt from China
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products  7,002.78  8,057.65  9,775.83  7,554.20 8,105.33 

Code Product Description

85 Electrical machinery and equipment 
and parts thereof

 1,304.49 1,506.25  6,318.39  1,650.123 1,969.544 

84 Machinery, mechanical appliances, 
nuclear reactors, boilers; parts 
thereof

 1,135.02  1,120.28  7,193.11 1,129.06 1,161.32 

54 Man-made filaments; strip and the 
like of man-made textile materials

472.08 460.71 525.58 465.48 603.08 

73 Articles of iron or steel 400.09 539.18 509.94 378.34 382.02 

55 Man-made staple fibres 165.29 215.52 289.34 248.13 378.68 

39 Plastics and articles thereof 346.99 318.00 379.04 322.73 371.58 

29 Organic chemicals 206.38 284.15 295.11 253.29 293.34 

72 Iron and steel 156.13 360.80 492.17 358.99 275.42 

87 Vehicles other than railway or 
tramway rolling stock, and parts and 
accessories thereof

312.79 445.56 480.34 399.68 272.59 

62 Articles of apparel and clothing 
accessories, not knitted or 
crocheted

313.79 622.08 777.00 333.71 220.97 

Table 11: Top-10 Imports from China at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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The following table shows top-25 imports from China at HS-06 level; these accounted for 23.53% 

of total imports. Parts of telephone sets ranked as top import with a value of USD 446.93 million 

in 2017.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level imported by Egypt from China
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products  7,002.78  8,057.65  9,775.83  7,554.20  8105.33

Code Product Description

851712 Telephones for cellular networks 
"mobile telephones" or for other 
wireless networks

89.14 220.13 415.69 343.57 446.93 

852990 Parts suitable for use solely or 
principally with transmission 
and reception apparatus for 
radio-broadcasting or television, 
television cameras,digital cameras, 
video camera recorders, radar 
apparatus, radio navigational aid 
apparatus or radio remote control 
apparatus, monitors and projectors, 
n.e.s. (excluding for aerials and 
aerial reflectors of all kinds)

245.52 239.68 222.92 213.38 247.72 

551219 Woven fabrics containing >= 85% 
polyester staple fibres by weight, 
dyed, made of yarn of different 
colours, or printed

100.07 98.88 132.84 158.33 215.52 

540233 Textured filament yarn of polyester 
(excluding that put up for retail sale)

94.30 114.36 138.92 132.19 175.21 

851770 Parts of telephone sets, telephones 
for cellular networks or for other 
wireless networks and of other 
apparatus for the transmission or 
reception of voice, images or other 
data, n.e.s.

157.33 130.94 219.42 76.76 167.77 

851762 Machines for the reception, 
conversion and transmission or 
regeneration of voice, images or 
other data, incl. switching and 
routing apparatus (excluding 
telephone sets, telephones for 
cellular networks or for other 
wireless networks)

70.16 204.22 155.44 100.85 124.19 

732690 Articles of iron or steel, n.e.s. 
(excluding cast articles or articles of 
iron or steel wire)

90.46 63.73 89.38 72.59 101.91 

120600 Sunflower seeds, whether or not 
broken

36.64 78.43 164.49 73.10 93.08 

851711 Line telephone sets with cordless 
handsets

6.81 6.31 20.67 99.50 89.43 

851718 Telephone sets (excluding line 
telephone sets with cordless 
handsets and telephones for cellular 
networks or for other wireless 
networks)

100.07 98.88 132.84 158.33 215.52 

620990 Babies' garments and clothing 
accessories of textile materials 
(excluding of cotton or synthetic . . .

 33.64  156.00  245.58  130.99  80.82 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

540246 Filament yarn of polyester, incl. 
monofilament of < 67 decitex, 
single, untwisted or with a . . .

 21.62  41.63  46.23  45.78  78.29 

870322 Motor cars and other motor 
vehicles principally designed for the 
transport of persons, incl.  . . .

 13.91  23.35  69.78  21.24  66.35 

620690 Women's or girls' blouses, shirts 
and shirt-blouses of textile materials 
(excluding of silk, . . .

 171.29  148.07  108.85  80.76  64.18 

390760 Polyethylene terephthalate", in 
primary forms

 129.82  80.23  72.48  42.94  59.94 

520942 Denim, containing >= 85% cotton 
by weight and weighing > 200 g/m², 
made of yarn of different . . .

 48.21  45.75  56.61  47.61  59.68 

841430 Compressors for refrigerating 
equipment

 47.28  47.50  32.67  49.30  56.98 

392190 Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, 
of plastics, reinforced, laminated, 
supported or similarly . . .

 30.25  30.21  54.50  48.25  56.83 

730619 Line pipe of a kind used for oil or 
gas pipelines, welded, of flat-rolled 
products of iron . . .

 112.75  101.80  72.04  12.49  56.57 

854140 Photosensitive semiconductor 
devices, incl. photovoltaic cells 
whether or not assembled in . . .

 1.98  1.67  12.47  25.02  56.40 

392690 Articles of plastics and articles of 
other materials of heading 3901 to 
3914, n.e.s (excluding . . .

 27.44  26.93  46.14  50.74  54.88 

540249 Synthetic filament yarn, incl. 
synthetic monofilament of < 67 
decitex, single, untwisted or . . .

 73.30  55.15  48.58  59.46  54.06 

870829 Parts and accessories of bodies 
for tractors, motor vehicles for the 
transport of ten or more . . .

 50.67  57.76  47.11  108.67  52.51 

850140 AC motors, single-phase, of an 
output > 37,5 W

 56.34  41.29  55.87  57.82  51.44 

848180 Appliances for pipes, boiler shells, 
tanks, vats or the like (excluding 
pressure-reducing valves, . . .

 44.31  44.47  54.56  43.98  49.27 

Table 12: Top-25 Imports from China at HS-06 Level (2013-17)
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Trade with Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia is a major trading partner of Egypt. Both share historic, political and economic ties. 

Egypt being the most populous Arab country and Saudi Arabia being a member of the G20 are 

important nations in the Muslim world. Over the years’ relations between the two countries have 

seen their fair share of ups and downs. 

Saudi King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud met with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi to 

announce the signing of more than a dozen agreements, including the settlement of an age-old 

maritime border dispute. The two leaders also announced an agreement to build a bridge that 

would span the Red Sea between the two countries, promising the flow of further economic aid 

into Egypt. The Saudis also agreed to set up a USD 16.0 billion investment fund for Egypt. 

Trade Overview

The figure below shows Egypt’s trade with Saudi Arabia. Egypt currently has a trade deficit with 

Saudi Arabia which increased from USD 1,067.30 million in 2013 to USD 2,596.19 million in 2017. 

This was majorly due to a rise in imports in the last five years and low exports of edible fruits and 

electronic machinery. Egypt exported goods to Saudi Arabia worth USD 1,551.38 million against 

imports of USD 4,147.56 million in 2017.

Figure 20: Egypt's Trade Overview with Saudi Arabia
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The following table shows top-10 products at HS-02 level exported by Egypt to Saudi Arabia. 

Edible fruits were the top export worth USD 173.76 million which accounted for 11.20% of total 

exports to Saudi Arabia in 2017. Top three exports to Saudi Arabia include, edible fruits; electrical 

machinery and equipment; and edible vegetables.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level exported by Egypt to Saudi Arabia
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 1,975.23 1,981.66 2,027.10 1,754.53 1,551.38

Code Product Description

08
Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus 
fruit or melons 142.13 146.64 181.06 188.46 173.76

85

Electrical machinery and equipment 
and parts thereof; sound recorders 
and reproducers, television 
image and sound recorders 
and reproducers, and parts and 
accessories of such articles 139.94 415.04 329.63 259.51 170.99

07
Edible vegetables and certain roots 
and tubers 128.27 146.73 209.53 214.08 163.30

72 Iron and steel 385.53 219.74 79.47 62.76 96.11

04

Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural 
honey; edible products of animal 
origin, not elsewhere specified or 
included 92.43 90.33 93.87 88.86 80.75

94

Furniture; bedding, mattresses, 
mattress supports, cushions and 
similar stuffed furnishings; lamps 
and lighting fittings, not elsewhere 
specified or included; illuminated 
signs, illuminated nameplates and 
the like; prefabricated buildings 116.61 126.54 123.22 96.71 67.75

73 Articles of iron or steel 89.27 89.69 147.95 73.97 62.06

33

Essential oils and resinoids; 
perfumery, cosmetic or toilet 
preparations 36.99 43.50 45.70 43.15 53.26

48

Paper and paperboard; articles 
of paper pulp, of paper or of 
paperboard 42.55 41.59 54.54 48.03 47.36

30 Pharmaceutical products 35.89 55.31 42.36 38.43 41.69

Table 13: Top-10 Exports to Saudi Arabia at HS-02 Level (2013-17)

Top-10 exports to Saudi Arabia contributed 61.69% to total exports. Exports to Saudi Arabia 

showed an increase and then a decline during the period 2013-17 – from USD 1,548.99 million in 

2013 to USD 1,552.38 million in 2017. This can be attributed to a drop in exports of iron and steel, 

dairy products, furniture and articles of iron and steel. 
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At HS-06 level, top-25 products below contributed 55.05% of Egyptian exports to Saudi Arabia. 

The top export of Egypt to Saudi Arabia at HS-06 level was fresh or chilled onions and shallots 

valued at USD 91.84 million.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level exported by Egypt to Saudi Arabia
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 1,975.23 1,981.66 2,027.09 1,754.53 1,551.38

Code Product Description

070310 Fresh or chilled onions and shallots 62.32 70.53 108.54 113.99 91.84

852872 Reception apparatus for television, 
colour, whether or not incorporating 
radio-broadcast receivers or sound 
or video recording or reproducing 
apparatus, designed to incorporate 
a video display or screen

23.78 227.33 153.01 110.88 86.89

080510 Fresh or dried oranges 84.15 85.63 96.76 93.42 76.75

940360 Wooden furniture (excluding for 
offices, kitchens and bedrooms, and 
seats)

102.50 115.80 111.97 88.11 59.75

732111 Appliances for baking, frying, 
grilling and cooking and plate 
warmers, for domestic use, of iron 
or steel, for gas fuel or for both gas 
and other fuels (excluding large 
cooking appliances)

35.41 39.04 65.28 36.84 48.57

720826 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-
alloy steel, of a width of >= 600 mm, 
in coils, simply hot-rolled, not clad, 
plated or coated, of a thickness of 
>= 3 mm but < 4,75 mm, pickled, 
without patterns in relief

148.41 114.12 37.89 29.23 43.19

040630 Processed cheese, not grated or 
powdered

51.92 49.89 51.43 45.45 40.47

330290 Mixtures of odoriferous substances 
and mixtures, incl. alcoholic 
solutions, based on one or more of 
these substances, of a kind used as 
raw materials in industry (excluding 
food or drink industries)

22.22 34.29 25.14 20.92 37.49

300490 Medicaments consisting of mixed 
or unmixed products for therapeutic 
or prophylactic purposes, put up in 
measured doses "incl. those in the 
form of transdermal administration" 
or in forms or packings for retail sale 
(excluding medicaments containing 
antibiotics, medicaments containing 
hormones or steroids used as 
hormones, but not containing 
antibiotics, medicaments containing 
alkaloids or derivatives thereof 
but not containing hormones 
or antibiotics and medicaments 
containing provitamins, vitamins or 
derivatives thereof used as vitamins)

28.77 31.86 34.51 25.93 29.33

481810 Toilet paper in rolls of a width of <= 
36 cm

33.83 36.17 49.36 42.68 27.74
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

854449 Electric conductors, for a voltage 
<= 1.000 V, insulated, not fitted with 
connectors, n.e.s.

10.07  22.36  45.17 41.49  26.63 

854411 Winding wire for electrical 
purposes, of copper, insulated

42.91  84.88  35.04 47.40  26.01 

040610 Fresh cheese "unripened or 
uncured cheese", incl. whey cheese, 
and curd

26.95  26.81  27.19 29.49  25.69 

081090 Fresh tamarinds, cashew apples, 
jackfruit, lychees, sapodillo plums, 
passion fruit, carambola, . . .

8.27  8.03  21.08 20.00  24.31 

721391 Bars and rods, hot-rolled, in 
irregularly wound coils, of iron or 
non-alloy steel, of circular . . .

65.93  12.35  3.84 16.06  23.61 

340220 Surface-active preparations, 
washing preparations, auxiliary 
washing preparations and 
cleaning . . .

1.12  0.61  0.62 4.28  21.93 

170199 Cane or beet sugar and chemically 
pure sucrose, in solid form 
(excluding cane and beet sugar . . .

7.59  0.03  16.41 18.89  20.83 

841510 Window or wall air conditioning 
machines, self-contained or "split-
system"

0.10  0.19  0.29 8.23  20.14 

080450 Fresh or dried guavas, mangoes 
and mangosteens

10.06  12.18  14.91 17.58  19.40 

121299 Fruit stones and kernels and other 
vegetable products, incl. unroasted 
chicory roots of the . . .

19.09  20.20  27.76 30.36  18.94 

070200 Tomatoes, fresh or chilled 12.98  14.79  33.49 35.92  18.59 

180632 Chocolate and other preparations 
containing cocoa, in blocks, slabs or 
bars of <= 2 kg (excluding . . .

11.64  13.28  9.57 16.65  17.08 

854420 Coaxial cable and other coaxial 
electric conductors, insulated

27.32  42.48  54.09 45.14  17.06 

210690 Food preparations, n.e.s. 22.05  22.04  22.89 21.23  16.08 

320820 Paints and varnishes, incl. enamels 
and lacquers, based on acrylic or 
vinyl polymers, dispersed . . .

17.37  13.81  18.30 15.11  15.66 

Table 14: Top-25 Exports to Saudi Arabia at HS-06 Level (2013-17)
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Overall, imports from Saudi Arabia have increased by 36.32% to USD 4,147.56 million in 2017. The 

table below shows top-10 imports from Saudi Arabia at HS-02 level. Top three products include 

mineral fuels, plastic and articles, paper and paperboard articles worth USD 2,850.61 million, USD 

762.66 million and USD 76.96 million, respectively.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level imported by Egypt from Saudi Arabia
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 3,042.52 2,738.36 2,945.21 2,410.96 4,147.56

Code Product Description

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of 
their distillation; bituminous substances; 
mineral waxes

1,459.92 1,288.08 1,510.67 1,311.82 2,850.61

39 Plastics and articles thereof 758.34 775.38 685.42 561.70 762.66

48 Paper and paperboard; articles of paper 
pulp, of paper or of paperboard

188.77 172.64 123.79 90.61 76.96

29 Organic chemicals 70.11 43.03 56.79 71.50 65.55

32 Tanning or dyeing extracts; tannins 
and their derivatives; dyes, pigments 
and other colouring matter; paints and 
varnishes; putty and other mastics; inks

57.12 40.10 31.36 32.59 44.53

76 Aluminium and articles thereof 37.04 17.63 51.03 30.45 43.69

83 Miscellaneous articles of base metal 33.06 29.42 40.24 31.99 37.88

30 Pharmaceutical products 60.56 67.32 74.83 52.45 36.75

56 Wadding, felt and nonwovens; special 
yarns; twine, cordage, ropes and cables 
and articles thereof

27.99 24.81 37.35 31.53 31.48

84 Machinery, mechanical appliances, 
nuclear reactors, boilers; parts thereof

52.96 31.00 43.27 18.09 28.57

Table 15: Top-10 Imports from Saudi Arabia at HS-02 Level (2013-17)

The top-25 products below contributed 85.67% to total imports. Top three imports from Saudi 

Arabia at HS-06 level include; commodities not elsewhere specified, butanes, and polypropylene 

valued at USD 1,751.86 million, USD 956.07 million and USD 261.69 million, respectively. 

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level imported by Egypt from Saudi Arabia
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 3,042.52 2738.36 2945.21 2410.96 4147.56

Code Product Description

999999 Commodities not elsewhere specified 5.38 0.21 0.28 0.01 1751.86

271113
Butanes, liquefied (excluding of a purity 
of >= 95% of N-butane or isobutane) 1,044.91 818.13 727.54 634.47 956.07

390210 Polypropylene, in primary forms 291.56 310.19 243.94 190.91 261.69

390110
Polyethylene with a specific gravity of < 
0,94, in primary forms 193.50 206.52 110.99 89.48 187.12

390120
Polyethylene with a specific gravity of >= 
0,94, in primary forms 122.33 126.52 154.03 109.92 114.83
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

271019

Medium oils and preparations, of petro-
leum or bituminous minerals, not contain-
ing biodiesel, n.e.s. 0 0 0 0.98 81.36

270900
Petroleum oils and oils obtained from 
bituminous minerals, crude 0 0 0 0 61.42

481920
Folding cartons, boxes and cases, of non-
corrugated paper or paperboard 16.87 39.64 68.81 69.58 55.15

390690
Acrylic polymers, in primary forms (ex-
cluding poly"methyl methacrylate") 0.03 1.27 24.62 50.83 46.06

830990

Stoppers, caps and lids, incl. screw caps 
and pouring stoppers, capsules for 
bottles, threaded bungs, bung covers, 
seals and other packing accessories of 
base metal (excluding crow corks) 32.56 29.29 40.11 31.82 37.81

320611

Pigments and preparations based on tita-
nium dioxide of a kind used for colouring 
any material . . .

             
52.50 

             
35.07 

             
24.44 

             
26.58 

             
37.04 

392020

Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of 
non-cellular polymers of ethylene, not 
reinforced, . . .

             
20.81 

             
20.36 

             
28.63 

             
26.28 

             
34.47 

760612

Plates, sheets and strip, of aluminium al-
loys, of a thickness of > 0,2 mm, square or 
rectangular . . .

               
0.04 

               
0.03 

               
1.21 

               
2.16 

             
32.59 

390230 Propylene copolymers, in primary forms
             

38.17 
             

33.94 
             

45.58 
             

22.24 
             

27.46 

300490

Medicaments consisting of mixed or 
unmixed products for therapeutic or pro-
phylactic purposes, . . .

             
27.33 

             
22.02 

             
47.43 

             
27.72 

             
19.15 

392190

Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of plas-
tics, reinforced, laminated, supported or 
similarly . . .

             
23.87 

             
18.28 

             
22.22 

             
16.09 

             
18.52 

560311

Nonwovens, whether or not impregnated, 
coated, covered or laminated, n.e.s., of 
synthetic or . . .

             
22.45 

             
18.46 

             
28.08 

             
19.81 

             
17.90 

300420

Medicaments containing antibiotics, put 
up in measured doses "incl. those in the 
form of transdermal . . .

               
6.26 

             
10.92 

             
15.04 

             
21.25 

             
16.72 

850710

Lead-acid accumulators of a kind used for 
starting piston engine "starter batteries" 
(excluding . . .

             
10.33 

             
10.82 

             
12.31 

             
10.28 

             
14.68 

293499

Nucleic acids and their salts, whether 
or not chemically defined; heterocyclic 
compounds (excluding . . .

                   
-   

                  
-   

             
21.34 

             
41.64 

             
12.89 

290122 Propene "propylene"
               

0.48 
                  

-   
                   

-   
                   

-   
             

12.82 

842481

Agricultural or horticultural mechanical 
appliances, whether or not hand-operat-
ed, for projecting, . . .

               
2.94 

               
3.96 

             
12.33 

               
1.14 

             
11.44 

740311
Copper, refined, in the form of cathodes 
and sections of cathodes

                   
-   

                  
-   

                   
-   

               
4.38 

             
11.04 

390760
Polyethylene terephthalate", in primary 
forms

               
1.64 

               
1.85 

               
3.53 

               
8.57 

             
10.04 

291532 Vinyl acetate
             

16.33 
               

5.88 
               

2.83 
               

1.85 
             

10.01 

Table 16: Top-25 Imports from Saudi Arabia at HS-06 Level (2013-17)
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Trade with the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Egypt’s relations with the UAE date back to 1971. Egypt enjoys a diversified and strong relationship 

with the UAE and was one of the first countries to establish diplomatic relations with UAE following 

its formation. Both countries share close relations on key regional issues such as Palestine, Iraq, 

Lebanon, Libya, Yemen and Syria, as well as on combating terrorism and extremism.

The UAE’s support to Egypt since the June 30 revolution increased the Egyptian state’s capacity 

to confront internal and external challenges. The UAE also backed the Egyptian government after 

the decision to float the Egyptian Pound. UAE deposited USD 1.0 bn in the Central Bank of Egypt 

(CBE) for a period of six years, to support the Egyptian currency.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is a strategic partner of Egypt and one of the Gulf countries that 

supported President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi after he took power in June 2014. 

Egypt’s diversified relations with the UAE cover business, trade, military, and political aspects. The 

Central Bank of Egypt’s (CBE) statistics show that Egypt’s trade exchange with the UAE increased 

by 6.5% during fiscal year (FY) 2017/18 up from USD 5.815 in FY 2016/17. UAE is also one of the 

biggest investors in Egypt. 

Trade Overview

Over the last five years, Egypt has enjoyed a trade surplus with the UAE. Trade between them 

has improved substantially, with exports rising from USD 613.36 million in 2013 to USD 2,740.61 

million in 2017. On the other hand, imports from the UAE decreased from USD 1,113.64 million in 

2013 to USD 967.53 million in 2017.

Figure 21: Egypt's Trade Overview with the UAE
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Egyptian exports to the UAE include; natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones 

mineral fuels, electrical machinery and equipment, edible vegetables and fruits, and furniture. 

Exports grew by 258.29% in the period 2013-17 to USD 2,740.61 million in 2017. From top-10 

products at HS-02 level below, natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones mineral 

fuels, electrical machinery and equipment – ranked as the top exports worth USD 2,229.43 million.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level exported by Egypt to the UAE
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 764.91 993.76 1,111.98 2,832.09 967.53 

Code Product Description

71 Natural or cultured pearls, precious or 
semi-precious stones, precious metals, 
metals clad with precious metal, and 
articles thereof; imitation jewellery; coin

16.41 139.72  103.36 1,656.27 196.67 

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products 
of their distillation; bituminous 
substances; mineral waxes

170.03 45.02  75.78  430.09 142.87 

85 Electrical machinery and equipment 
and parts thereof; sound recorders 
and reproducers, television image and 
sound recorders and reproducers, and 
parts and accessories of such articles

96.51 298.32  382.32  246.05 88.98 

07 Edible vegetables and certain roots and 
tubers

55.73 55.64  79.32  47.30 87.59 

08 Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit 
or melons

60.15 65.09  67.19  74.49 62.20 

94 Furniture; bedding, mattresses, 
mattress supports, cushions and similar 
stuffed furnishings; lamps and lighting 
fittings, not elsewhere specified or 
included; illuminated signs, illuminated 
nameplates and the like; prefabricated 
buildings

49.63 50.00  57.06  58.64 60.23 

33 Essential oils and resinoids; perfumery, 
cosmetic or toilet preparations

28.58 53.45  47.37  46.66 46.66 

34 Soap, organic surface-active agents, 
washing preparations, lubricating 
preparations, artificial waxes, 
prepared waxes, polishing or scouring 
preparations, candles and similar 
articles, modelling pastes, ‘dental 
waxes’ and dental preparations with a 
basis of plaster

3.91 3.28  3.59  17.86 43.96 

20 Preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts 
or other parts of plants

22.31 25.47  24.67  25.63 30.12 

24 Tobacco and manufactured tobacco 
substitutes

9.78 16.49  27.19  46.21 18.28 

Table 17: Top-10 Exports to the UAE at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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Top-25 exports at HS-06 level below make up 84.73% of total exports to the UAE. Gold was the 

most exported item to the UAE valued at USD 1,608.81 million.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level exported by Egypt to the UAE
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 764.91 993.76 1,111.98 2,832.09 2,740.61 

Code Product Description

710812 Gold, incl. gold plated with platinum, 
unwrought, for non-monetary purposes 
(excluding gold in powder form)

12.84 133.10  90.53 1,625.78 1,608.81 

270900 Petroleum oils and oils obtained from 
bituminous minerals, crude

- -  61.88  400.27  327.11 

852872 Reception apparatus for television, 
colour, whether or not incorporating 
radio-broadcast receivers or sound 
or video recording or reproducing 
apparatus, designed to incorporate a 
video display or screen

26.11 255.04  294.77  194.17  178.04 

940360 Wooden furniture (excluding for offices, 
kitchens and bedrooms, and seats)

41.10 43.40  50.46  53.03  45.16 

080510 Fresh or dried oranges 32.32 33.52  34.29  36.39  30.34 

999999 Commodities not elsewhere specified 5.41 22.16  13.88  11.13  29.96 

854411 Winding wire for electrical purposes, of 
copper, insulated

21.95 8.31  14.04  17.42  28.58 

330290 Mixtures of odoriferous substances and 
mixtures, incl. alcoholic solutions, based 
on one or more of these substances, of 
a kind used as raw materials in industry 
(excluding food or drink industries)

12.03 28.20  19.81  20.83  25.36 

854420 Coaxial cable and other coaxial electric 
conductors, insulated

20.29 7.06  15.28  14.64  24.89 

070310 Fresh or chilled onions and shallots 2.91 3.38  27.85  1.48  23.88 

240311 Water-pipe tobacco (excluding 
tobacco-free. See subheading note 1.)

- 6.81 24.43  45.27  23.05 

070190 Fresh or chilled potatoes (excluding 
seed)

8.75 18.28 19.10  9.06  21.51 

854449 Electric conductors, for a voltage 
<= 1.000 V, insulated, not fitted with 
connectors, n.e.s.

17.02 2.09 7.81  9.81  17.46 

340220 Surface-active preparations, washing 
preparations, auxiliary washing 
preparations and cleaning . . .

0.22 0.21 0.74  11.46  17.26 

200410 Potatoes, prepared or preserved 
otherwise than by vinegar or acetic 
acid, frozen

12.60 14.22 12.75  13.65  16.20 

841510 Window or wall air conditioning 
machines, self-contained or "split-
system"

0.21 1.24 7.56  4.08  11.00 

330510 Shampoos 1.88 0.97 2.95  10.73  10.81 

961900 Sanitary towels (pads) and tampons, 
napkins and napkin liners for babies, 
and similar articles, . . .

- 3.47 5.12  5.80  9.55 

340290 Surface-active preparations, washing 
preparations, incl. auxiliary washing 
preparations and . . .

0.86 0.89 1.46  1.98  8.79 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

870210 Motor vehicles for the transport 
of >= 10 persons, incl. driver, with 
compression-ignition . . .

2.68 9.55 6.85  3.38  7.85 

080610 Fresh grapes 8.17 9.49 9.83  7.57  7.61 

080450 Fresh or dried guavas, mangoes and 
mangosteens

4.71 5.69 5.89  8.14  7.45 

330610 Dentifrices, incl. those used by dental 
practitioners

4.33 7.70 11.53  9.30  7.26 

180631 Chocolate and other preparations 
containing cocoa, in blocks, slabs or 
bars of <= 2 kg, filled

6.52 11.77 9.90  7.57  7.08 

071080 Vegetables, uncooked or cooked by 
steaming or by boiling in water, frozen 
(excluding potatoes, . . .

16.02 3.76 3.88  7.93  7.01 

Table 18: Top-25 Exports to the UAE at HS-06 Level (2013-17)

From 2013 to 2017, imports from the UAE decreased by 32.50% to USD 967.53 million in 2017. 

Major cause behind this was a fall in imports of natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-

precious stones, precious metals, metals clad with precious metal and imitation jewellery, soap 

and organic surface active agents. Top imports were plastic and natural or cultured pearls and 

mineral fuels.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level imported by Egypt from the UAE
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products  1,113.64  1,723.52  1,501.14 765.34 967.53 

Code Product Description

39 Plastics and articles thereof 178.22 191.28 256.28 170.03 196.67 

71 Natural or cultured pearls, precious or 
semi-precious stones, precious metals, 
metals clad with precious metal, and 
articles thereof; imitation jewellery; coin

286.36 556.31 69.71 60.13 142.87 

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products 
of their distillation; bituminous 
substances; mineral waxes

144.68 392.62 600.97 116.30 88.98 

73 Articles of iron or steel 44.48 54.18 55.03 29.61 87.59 

84 Machinery, mechanical appliances, 
nuclear reactors, boilers; parts thereof

59.93 47.07 52.19 33.50 62.20 

03 Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and 
other aquatic invertebrates

12.75 22.45 25.03 43.35 60.23 

72 Iron and steel 15.92 10.25 6.91 11.72 46.66 

85 Electrical machinery and equipment 
and parts thereof; sound recorders 
and reproducers, television image and 
sound recorders and reproducers, and 
parts and accessories of such articles

49.70 34.29 32.74 26.74 43.96 

30 Pharmaceutical products 27.51 34.12 37.21 27.89 30.12 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

34 Soap, organic surface-active agents, 
washing preparations, lubricating 
preparations, artificial waxes, 
prepared waxes, polishing or scouring 
preparations, candles and similar 
articles, modelling pastes, ‘dental 
waxes’ and dental preparations with a 
basis of plaster

31.69 25.50 32.39 26.97 18.28 

Table 19: Top-10 Imports by the UAE at HS-02 Level (2013-17)

The table below shows top-25 products at HS-06 level imported by Egypt from the UAE; these 

contributed 55.76% to total imports. Most imported item from the UAE was gold with a value of 

USD 142.21 million in 2017.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level imported by Egypt from the UAE
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products  1,113.64  1,723.52  1,501.14 765.34 967.53 

Code Product Description

710812 Gold, incl. gold plated with platinum, 
unwrought, for non-monetary purposes 
(excluding gold in powder form)

279.72 554.45 68.94 59.96 142.21 

271019 Medium oils and preparations, of 
petroleum or bituminous minerals, not 
containing biodiesel, n.e.s.

110.61 391.03 190.01 31.92 87.85 

030617 Frozen shrimps and prawns, even 
smoked, whether in shell or not, incl. 
shrimps and prawns in shell, cooked 
by steaming or by boiling in water 
(excluding cold-water shrimps and 
prawns)

- 19.69 22.41 40.29 56.57 

390120 Polyethylene with a specific gravity of 
>= 0,94, in primary forms

25.45 33.82 90.58 54.08 46.96 

390210 Polypropylene, in primary forms 38.82 52.70 70.71 39.48 40.30 

390110 Polyethylene with a specific gravity of < 
0,94, in primary forms

12.65 10.97 15.27 17.76 40.25 

732690 Articles of iron or steel, n.e.s. (excluding 
cast articles or articles of iron or steel 
wire)

18.93 30.77 22.82 16.18 37.65 

300490 Medicaments consisting of mixed 
or unmixed products for therapeutic 
or prophylactic purposes, put up in 
measured doses "incl. those in the 
form of transdermal administration" 
or in forms or packings for retail sale 
(excluding medicaments containing 
antibiotics, medicaments containing 
hormones or steroids used as 
hormones, but not containing 
antibiotics, medicaments containing 
alkaloids or derivatives thereof but not 
containing hormones or antibiotics and 
medicaments containing provitamins, 
vitamins or derivatives thereof used as 
vitamins)

27.05 33.83 37.07 27.86 29.98 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

730611 Line pipe of a kind used for oil or 
gas pipelines, welded, of flat-rolled 
products of stainless steel, of an 
external diameter of <= 406,4 mm

0.12 0.11 1.54  - 29.69 

390230 Propylene copolymers, in primary forms 22.72 17.88 13.75 19.19 28.06 

720719 Semi-finished products of iron or non-
alloy steel containing, by weight, < 
0,25% of carbon, . . .

-  -  -  0.80  14.89 

842139 Machinery and apparatus for filtering 
or purifying gases (excluding isotope 
separators and . . .

 0.14 0.09 0.11  0.11  11.35 

721049 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy 
steel, of a width of >= 600 mm, hot-
rolled or cold-rolled . . .

 2.87 4.10 3.56  4.07  11.00 

854442 Electric conductors for a voltage 
<= 1.000 V, insulated, fitted with 
connectors, n.e.s.

 0.11 0.22 1.93  0.16  10.32 

170199 Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure 
sucrose, in solid form (excluding cane 
and beet sugar . . .

- 0.00  - -  9.32 

340220 Surface-active preparations, washing 
preparations, auxiliary washing 
preparations and cleaning . . .

 16.79 14.27 18.62  8.65  8.88 

850490 Parts of electrical transformers and 
inductors, n.e.s.

 1.01 2.19 5.52  3.59  8.56 

851770 Parts of telephone sets, telephones for 
cellular networks or for other wireless 
networks and . . .

 4.93 0.01 3.34  0.35  8.21 

180631 Chocolate and other preparations 
containing cocoa, in blocks, slabs or 
bars of <= 2 kg, filled

 9.52 9.58 13.06  12.02  7.59 

830990 Stoppers, caps and lids, incl. screw caps 
and pouring stoppers, capsules for 
bottles, threaded . . .

 4.29 5.76 5.43  5.94  7.31 

392190 Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, 
of plastics, reinforced, laminated, 
supported or similarly . . .

 17.30 22.97 20.24  9.18  7.31 

701349 Glassware for table or kitchen purposes 
(excluding glass having a linear 
coefficient of expansion . . .

 1.24 1.30 0.86  2.66  7.00 

847180 Units for automatic data-processing 
machines (excluding processing units, 
input or output units . . .

 0.79 1.29 2.11  1.63  6.59 

721650 Sections of iron or non-alloy steel, not 
further worked than hot-rolled, hot-
drawn or hot-extruded . . .

-  -  -  0.00  6.46 

390720 Polyethers, in primary forms (excluding 
polyacetals and goods of 3002 10)

 0.03 0.18 1.05  1.54  6.28 

Table 20: Top-25 Imports from the UAE at HS-06 Level (2013-17)
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Trade with India
India and Egypt share a close relationship. The joint announcement of establishment of diplomatic 

relations at Ambassador level was made on 18 August 1947. There was a close friendship between 

Gamal Abdel Nasser and Jawaharlal Nehru as both led their two countries to sign a Friendship 

Treaty in 1955. India and Egypt then co-founded the Non-Aligned Movement during the Cold 

War. The two countries have gone on to support each other on political and economic matters. 

Egypt has traditionally been one of India’s most important trading partners in the African continent. 

The India-Egypt Bilateral Trade Agreement has been in operation since March 1978.

Trade Overview

From the figure below, Egypt’s trade balance with India has remained negative throughout the 

last five years. The trade deficit has increased from USD (-133.17) million in 2013 to USD (-1,447.46) 

million in 2017. 

Figure 22: Egypt's Trade Overview with India
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At HS-02 level, Egypt’s top exports to India in 2017 were mineral fuels – USD 642.57 million and 

cotton – USD 51.00 million; these contributed 77.96% to total exports. Since 2013, exports of glass 

and glassware, and soap and oil have increased by 777.60% and 4,962.02%, respectively.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level exported by Egypt to India
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 2,135.09 1,923.34 896.23 630.50 889.57 

Code Product Description

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products 
of their distillation; bituminous 
substances; mineral waxes

1,869.96 1,639.23 622.56 362.29 642.57 

52 Cotton  33.53  22.78 26.20 58.25 51.00 

25 Salt; sulphur; earths and stone; 
plastering materials, lime and cement

 84.26  70.92 111.22 60.96 49.37 

70 Glass and glassware  3.83  8.66 8.51 18.66 33.61 

28 Inorganic chemicals; organic or 
inorganic compounds of precious 
metals, of rare-earth metals, of 
radioactive elements or of isotopes

 36.33  26.44 10.35 9.98 20.77 

08 Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit 
or melons

 14.02  20.21 16.40 24.92 17.03 

34 Soap, organic surface-active agents, 
washing preparations, lubricating 
preparations, artificial waxes, 
prepared waxes, polishing or scouring 
preparations, candles and similar 
articles, modelling pastes, ‘dental 
waxes’ and dental preparations with a 
basis of plaster

 0.29  0.46 0.45 1.59 14.53 

12 Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; 
miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit; 
industrial or medicinal plants; straw and 
fodder

 6.31  15.80 13.38 12.62 11.36 

41 Raw hides and skins (other than 
furskins) and leather

 10.73  16.54 13.66 7.65 9.91 

39 Plastics and articles thereof  3.42  8.82 8.80 5.37 7.55 

Table 21: Top-10 Exports to India at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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Top Egyptian exports to India at HS-06 level include petroleum oils and cotton worth USD 527.49 

million and USD 49.15 million, respectively. The products below accounted for 64.82% of total 

exports to India. 

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level exported by Egypt to India
All values in Millions

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 2,135.09 1,923.34 896.23 630.50 889.57

Code Product Description

270900 Petroleum oils and oils obtained from 
bituminous minerals, crude

1,734.49 1,632.75 533.13 337.61 527.49

520100 Cotton, neither carded nor combed 32.81 19.74 25.34 55.52 49.15

271111 Natural gas, liquefied 126.70 - - - 46.14

270400 Coke and semi-coke of coal, of 
lignite or of peat, whether or not 
agglomerated; retort carbon

0.16 - 6.67 1.01 42.59

251010 Natural calcium phosphates and natural 
aluminium calcium phosphates, natural 
and phosphatic chalk, unground

72.59 33.16 55.80 29.84 34.07

080510 Fresh or dried oranges 13.96 20.14 15.76 24.22 16.07

271019 Medium oils and preparations, of 
petroleum or bituminous minerals, not 
containing biodiesel, n.e.s.

- - 73.62 19.60 16.00

340290 Surface-active preparations, washing 
preparations, incl. auxiliary washing 
preparations and cleaning preparations 
(excluding those put up for retail sale, 
organic surface-active agents, soap 
and organic surface-active preparations 
in the form of bars, cakes, moulded 
pieces or shapes, and products and 
preparations for washing the skin in the 
form of liquid or cream)

0.29 0.39 0.43 1.59 14.40

701990 Glass fibres, incl. glass wool, and 
articles thereof (excluding staple fibres, 
rovings, yarn, chopped strands, woven 
fabrics, incl. narrow fabrics, thin sheets 
"voiles", webs, mats, mattresses and 
boards and similar nonwoven products, 
mineral wool and articles thereof, 
electrical insulators or parts thereof, 
optical fibres, fibre bundles or cable, 
brushes of glass fibres, and dolls' wigs)

- 1.59 2.99 4.97 13.37

251020 Natural calcium phosphates and natural 
aluminium calcium phosphates, natural 
and phosphatic chalk, ground

8.09 34.16 52.65 28.29 13.31

280300 Carbon (carbon blacks and other forms 
of carbon, n.e.s.)

0.91  1.24 1.87 2.15 10.65 

120921 Alfalfa seed for sowing 5.16  14.65 12.37 11.50 10.12 

283650 Calcium carbonate 5.73  7.30 6.32 7.39 8.71 

999999 Commodities not elsewhere specified 1.21  0.43 0.34 0.30 7.76 

411390 Leather further prepared after tanning 
or crusting "incl. parchment-dressed 
leather", of antelopes, . . .

1.54  0.94 6.69 5.22 6.73 

700510 Float glass and surface ground or 
polished glass, in sheets, having an 
absorbent, reflecting . . .

- - 0.43 3.95 6.62 
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All values in Millions

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

700529 Float glass and surface ground and 
polished glass, in sheets, but not 
otherwise worked (excluding . . .

-  1.43 1.76 2.38 6.19 

720421 Waste and scrap of stainless steel 
(excluding radioactive, and waste and 
scrap of batteries . . .

1.17  2.22 0.88 1.92 3.67 

390410 Poly"vinyl chloride", in primary forms, 
not mixed with any other substances

-  3.64 2.67 2.84 3.62 

700220 Rods of glass, unworked 0.13  0.36 0.62 2.58 3.61 

320820 Paints and varnishes, incl. enamels 
and lacquers, based on acrylic or vinyl 
polymers, dispersed . . .

1.58  2.63 2.95 2.62 3.16 

560311 Nonwovens, whether or not 
impregnated, coated, covered or 
laminated, n.e.s., of synthetic or . . .

- - - 0.04 3.06 

392020 Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of 
non-cellular polymers of ethylene, not 
reinforced, . . .

2.82  3.19 5.02 1.81 2.98 

070310 Fresh or chilled onions and shallots 0.14  0.33 11.76 - 2.71 

410449 Hides and skins of bovine "incl. 
buffalo" or equine animals, in the dry 
state "crust", without . . .

1.45  8.05 2.85 0.40 2.35 

Table 22: Top-25 Exports to India at HS-06 Level (2013-17)

The table below shows top-10 products at HS-02 level imported by Egypt from India; these shared 

73.07% in total imports. Top imports include mineral fuels valued at USD 416.48 million.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level imported by Egypt from India
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products  2,268.25  2,471.97  2,336.10  1,830.06  2,337.03 

Code Product Description

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products 
of their distillation; bituminous 
substances; mineral waxes

356.77 241.68 124.63 24.49 416.48 

02 Meat and edible meat offal 313.30 535.64 415.36 416.35 328.71 

29 Organic chemicals 125.40 125.95 169.05 140.35 162.71 

87 Vehicles other than railway or tramway 
rolling stock, and parts and accessories 
thereof

189.60 284.25 419.64 278.73 157.26 

84 Machinery, mechanical appliances, 
nuclear reactors, boilers; parts thereof

97.63 93.02 104.42 109.94 146.03 

52 Cotton 135.16 167.19 200.20 130.78 145.12 

39 Plastics and articles thereof 90.56 84.21 83.47 103.79 125.25 

73 Articles of iron or steel 69.20 61.44 80.24 43.56 80.48 

85 Electrical machinery and equipment 
and parts thereof; sound recorders 
and reproducers, television image and 
sound recorders and reproducers, and 
parts and accessories of such articles

176.88 121.45 51.43 44.41 78.67 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

28 Inorganic chemicals; organic or 
inorganic compounds of precious 
metals, of rare-earth metals, of 
radioactive elements or of isotopes

8.30 9.81 8.75 6.52 66.98 

Table 23: Top-10 Imports from India at HS-02 Level (2013-17)

From top-25 imports at HS-06 level, commodities not elsewhere specified were the top import 

from India valued at USD 404.26 million. The top 25 import products contributed 47.83% to total 

imports, indicating a diverse import base.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level imported by Egypt from India
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products  2,268.25  2,471.97  2,336.10  1,830.06  2,337.03 

Code Product Description  

999999 Commodities not elsewhere specified 29.51 3.94 4.52 5.24 404.26 

020230 Frozen, boneless meat of bovine 
animals

312.78 530.58 405.43 376.92 322.74 

870321 Motor cars and other motor vehicles 
principally designed for the transport 
of persons, incl. station wagons and 
racing cars, with spark-ignition internal 
combustion reciprocating piston engine 
of a cylinder capacity <= 1.000 cm³ 
(excluding vehicles for the transport of 
persons on snow and other specially 
designed vehicles of subheading 
8703.10)

53.81 109.31 138.72 77.07 68.92 

390760 Polyethylene terephthalate", in primary 
forms

16.09 18.12 26.49 47.70 68.81 

520522 Single cotton yarn, of combed fibres, 
containing >= 85% cotton by weight 
and with a linear density of 232,56 
decitex to < 714,29 decitex "> MN 14 
to MN 43" (excluding sewing thread 
and yarn put up for retail sale)

55.10 66.07 75.68 56.08 67.98 

281820 Aluminium oxide (excluding artificial 
corundum)

- 0.03 0.10 0.01 55.33 

100630 Semi-milled or wholly milled rice, 
whether or not polished or glazed

8.46 17.29 21.88 31.99 44.25 

870899 Parts and accessories, for tractors, 
motor vehicles for the transport of ten 
or more persons, motor cars and other 
motor vehicles principally designed for 
the transport of persons, motor vehicles 
for the transport of goods and special 
purpose motor vehicles, n.e.s.

16.37 32.79 36.55 32.55 29.27 

540233 Textured filament yarn of polyester 
(excluding that put up for retail sale)

15.96 14.04 20.91 17.09 28.97 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

870829 Parts and accessories of bodies 
for tractors, motor vehicles for the 
transport of ten or more persons, 
motor cars and other motor vehicles 
principally designed for the transport 
of persons, motor vehicles for the 
transport of goods and special purpose 
motor vehicles (excluding bumpers and 
parts thereof and safety seat belts)

37.28 47.03 38.99 27.92 27.20 

720230 Ferro-silico-manganese 15.57  24.65  14.71  4.85 20.92 

730619 Line pipe of a kind used for oil or 
gas pipelines, welded, of flat-rolled 
products of iron . . .

4.30  6.76  3.47  8.54 20.85 

090240 Black fermented tea and partly 
fermented tea, whether or not 
flavoured, in immediate packings . . .

17.47  12.49  4.68  6.75 20.52 

854511 Electrodes of graphite or other carbon, 
for electric furnaces

11.76  15.78  9.06  12.32 20.25 

732690 Articles of iron or steel, n.e.s. (excluding 
cast articles or articles of iron or steel 
wire)

6.76  23.78  40.12  10.27 18.02 

890400 Tugs and pusher craft -  -  -  6.46 17.36 

300490 Medicaments consisting of mixed or 
unmixed products for therapeutic or 
prophylactic purposes, . . .

5.89  3.97  7.46  7.31 15.72 

240110 Tobacco, unstemmed or unstripped 6.39  11.65  10.50  13.56 15.57 

330290 Mixtures of odoriferous substances 
and mixtures, incl. alcoholic solutions, 
based on one or . . .

13.17  14.04  15.84  17.50 15.56 

290517 Dodecan-1-ol "lauryl alcohol", 
hexadecan-1-ol "cetyl alcohol" and 
octadecan-1-ol "stearyl alcohol"

19.56  15.73  17.11  14.16 15.51 

520548 Multiple "folded" or cabled cotton 
yarn, of combed fibres, containing >= 
85% cotton by weight . . .

17.21  21.65  22.03  13.41 15.45 

550320 Staple fibres of polyesters, not carded, 
combed or otherwise processed for 
spinning

9.18  6.52  6.01  8.97 15.31 

520511 Single cotton yarn, of uncombed fibres, 
containing >= 85% cotton by weight 
and with a linear . . .

10.25  19.56  25.74  15.77 14.20 

294190 Antibiotics (excluding penicillins and 
their derivatives with a penicillanic acid 
structure, . . .

9.12  10.09  12.50  10.66 14.14 

390319 Polystyrene, in primary forms (excluding 
expansible)

26.99  23.13  12.14  16.26 14.04 

Table 24: Top-25 Imports from India at HS-06 Level (2013-17)
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Trade with the USA
The USA first established diplomatic relations with Egypt in 1922 following Egypt’s independence 

from its protectorate status from the United Kingdom, the Egypt-US strategic partnership was 

born later. US President Franklin D Roosevelt visited Egypt twice in 1943 to discuss progress 

during the Second World War.  

A strategic, economic and security based partnership was born out of the 1979 Camp David 

Accords and it is still successful after being in place for almost four decades. Under the terms of 

the partnership, Egypt maintains peace with Israel and provides the US a strategic partner in the 

Middle East and North Africa. In return, the US provides Egypt with USD 1.3 billion aid in military 

assistance. In 2009, Barack Obama, then US president, choose Egypt to deliver his speech to the 

Islamic world. 

Trade Overview

Over the last five years, Egypt has seen a trade deficit with the USA. With the Egyptian economy 

going through a revival and Egypt being under an IMF Program, Egypt’s trade deficit with the US 

has reduced from USD 4,032.00 million in 2013 to USD 2,568.00 million in 2017. Imports from the 

USA decreased from USD 5,214.72 million in 2013 to USD 3,896.81 million in 2017.

Figure 23: Egypt's Trade Overview with USA
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Egyptian exports to the USA include; articles of apparel and clothing accessories not knitted or 

crocheted, articles or apparel and clothing accessories knitted and crocheted, carpets and other 

textile floor coverings, iron and steel, mineral fuels, fertilizers and oil seeds. Exports grew by 

12.32% in the period 2013-17 to USD 1,328.12 million.  From top-10 products at HS-02 level below, 

articles of apparel and clothing accessories – not knitted or crocheted – ranked as the top export 

worth USD 407.05 million.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level exported by Egypt from the USA
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All Products 1,182.41 1,129.12  1,232.18  1,013.53 1,328.12 

Code Product Description

62
Articles of apparel and clothing 
accessories, not knitted or crocheted  438.67  378.90 467.56 354.24  407.05 

61
Articles of apparel and clothing 
accessories, knitted or crocheted  253.33  283.70 279.13 200.50  269.19 

57
Carpets and other textile floor 
coverings  136.90  138.54 128.12 128.77  117.71 

72 Iron and steel  1.53  16.09 1.31 12.76  103.79 

27

Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products 
of their distillation; bituminous 
substances; mineral . . .  0.15  1.69 4.17 21.96  96.97 

31 Fertilisers  33.91  6.91 3.24 23.07  38.06 

12

Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; 
miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit; 
industrial or medicinal . . .  29.41  30.28 27.89 31.96  33.18 

20
Preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts 
or other parts of plants  22.83  21.93 26.85 24.85  30.69 

63

Other made-up textile articles; sets; 
worn clothing and worn textile articles; 
rags  36.50  29.92 36.53 25.44  27.32 

48
Paper and paperboard; articles of 
paper pulp, of paper or of paperboard  23.63  20.28 22.06 23.03  26.53 

Table 25: Top-10 Exports by the USA at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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Top-25 exports at HS-06 level below made up 77.48% of total exports to the USA. T-shirts, singlets 

and other vests of textile materials, knitted or crocheted (excluding cotton) was the most exported 

item to the USA valued at USD 118.65 million.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level exported by Egypt to the USA
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All Products  1,182.41  1,129.12 1,232.18 1,013.53  1,328.12 

Code Product Description   

610990 T-shirts, singlets and other vests of 
textile materials, knitted or crocheted 
(excluding cotton)

 37.45  50.65 66.92 46.60  118.65 

570190 Carpets and other textile floor 
coverings, of textile materials, knotted, 
whether or not made . . .

 127.64  131.90 120.59 125.70  114.94 

620349 Men's or boys' trousers, bib and brace 
overalls, breeches and shorts of textile 
materials (excluding . . .

 104.24  78.14 173.04 103.65  89.45 

610910 T-shirts, singlets and other vests of 
cotton, knitted or crocheted

 84.64  103.95 93.09 77.65  76.92 

620342 Men's or boys' trousers, bib and brace 
overalls, breeches and shorts, of cotton 
(excluding . . .

 88.66  93.32 84.09 50.33  74.93 

621040 Men's or boys' garments of textile 
fabrics, rubberised or impregnated, 
coated, covered or laminated . . .

 68.53  81.70 82.17 46.76  72.20 

999999 Commodities not elsewhere specified  4.40  7.28 6.87 3.79  59.66 

621139 Men's or boys' tracksuits and other 
garments, n.e.s. of textile materials 
(excluding of cotton . . .

 0.22  0.25 12.60 51.89  54.02 

721049 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy 
steel, of a width of >= 600 mm, hot-
rolled or cold-rolled . . .

- - 0.07 2.32  40.85 

310210 Urea, whether or not in aqueous 
solution (excluding that in pellet or 
similar forms, or in . . .

 33.91  5.61  - 23.03  37.91 

121190 Plants, parts of plants, incl. seeds and 
fruits, used primarily in perfumery, in 
pharmacy or . . .

 28.34  29.51 27.02 30.77  32.17 

611420 Special garments for professional, 
sporting or other purposes, n.e.s., of 
cotton, knitted or . . .

 61.86  39.55 31.67 17.72  31.03 

271019 Medium oils and preparations, of 
petroleum or bituminous minerals, not 
containing biodiesel, . . .

- -  -  -  25.37 

721391 Bars and rods, hot-rolled, in irregularly 
wound coils, of iron or non-alloy steel, 
of circular . . .

-  15.35  -  -  25.12 

482010 Registers, account books, notebooks, 
order books, receipt books, letter pads, 
memorandum pads, . . .

 19.99  18.87 20.23 19.89  23.67 

620462 Women's or girls' trousers, bib and 
brace overalls, breeches and shorts of 
cotton (excluding . . .

 32.73  20.53 25.28 13.45  22.83 

720837 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy 
steel, of a width of >= 600 mm, in coils, 
simply . . .

- -  -  -  18.93 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

620520 Men's or boys' shirts of cotton 
(excluding knitted or crocheted, 
nightshirts, singlets and . . .

 13.62  15.00 12.14 16.93  17.41 

340290 Surface-active preparations, washing 
preparations, incl. auxiliary washing 
preparations and . . .

 1.16  5.31 0.03 0.16  16.59 

630291 Toilet linen and kitchen linen of cotton 
(excluding of terry fabrics, floorcloths, 
polishing . . .

 20.36  19.92 22.29 15.52  15.75 

271111 Natural gas, liquefied - -  -  -  14.32 

620343 Men's or boys' trousers, bib and 
brace overalls, breeches and shorts of 
synthetic fibres (excluding . . .

 4.57  6.54 7.97 11.59  12.86 

252321 White portland cement, whether or not 
artificially coloured

 9.16  6.15 9.50 6.19  12.11 

720916 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy 
steel, of a width of >= 600 mm, in coils, 
simply . . .

- -  - 3.72  11.27 

392020 Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of 
non-cellular polymers of ethylene, not 
reinforced, . . .

 0.47  3.24 1.34 4.17  10.11 

Table 26: Top-25 Exports to the USA at HS-06 Level (2013-17)

From 2013 to 2017, imports from the USA declined by 25.27% to USD 3,896.81 million in 2017. 

Major reason was fall in imports of machinery and mechanical appliances, electrical machinery 

and equipment, and plastics and articles thereof. Top import was of machinery and mechanical 

appliances, electrical machinery and equipment; mineral fuels, mineral oils and oil seeds.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level imported by Egypt from the USA
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 5,214.72 5,198.84 4,378.83 3,095.18 3,896.81 

Code Product Description

84 Machinery, mechanical appliances, 
nuclear reactors, boilers; parts thereof

 606.56  502.22  567.63  471.59  499.30 

27 Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products 
of their distillation; bituminous 
substances; mineral . . .

 150.22  287.66  281.42  185.10  410.45 

12 Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; 
miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit; 
industrial or medicinal . . .

 319.08  402.06  240.65  88.10  396.68 

73 Articles of iron or steel  609.55  418.67  497.83  383.66  363.90 

02 Meat and edible meat offal  222.66  263.15  262.93  158.75  250.00 

39 Plastics and articles thereof  277.66  300.56  275.52  187.50  242.45 

85 Electrical machinery and equipment 
and parts thereof; sound recorders and 
reproducers, television . . .

 293.94  276.60  355.11  188.77  208.12 

30 Pharmaceutical products  131.15  114.09  96.32  94.13  148.12 

23 Residues and waste from the food 
industries; prepared animal fodder

 291.01  295.39  252.30  175.59  143.20 

38 Miscellaneous chemical products  142.97  131.67  122.43  114.00  126.83 

Table 27: Top-10 Imports by the USA at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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The table below shows top-25 products at HS-06 level imported by Egypt from the USA; these 

shared 58.67% in total imports. Most imported item from the USA was commodities not elsewhere 

specified with a value of USD 384.08 million.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level imported by Egypt from the USA
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 5,214.72 5,198.84 4,378.83 3,095.18 3,896.81 

Code Product Description

999999 Commodities not elsewhere specified  374.52  3.17  2.83  7.53  384.08 

732690

Articles of iron or steel, n.e.s. (excluding 
cast articles or articles of iron or steel 
wire)  449.62  325.91  355.78  263.59  231.28 

020622 Frozen edible bovine livers  165.74  150.83  196.26  127.48  223.20 

390410
Poly"vinyl chloride", in primary forms, 
not mixed with any other substances  204.64  235.94  201.84  128.22  164.44 

720449

Waste and scrap of iron or steel 
(excluding slag, scale and other waste 
of the production of . . .  252.66  285.96  71.32  38.43  120.42 

841199 Parts of gas turbines, n.e.s.  47.69  54.52  68.30  73.68  97.77 

230310
Residues of starch manufacture and 
similar residues  130.70  139.18  144.64  91.30  88.27 

300490

Medicaments consisting of mixed or 
unmixed products for therapeutic or 
prophylactic purposes, . . .  49.18  76.67  38.65  37.30  87.04 

550200
Artificial filament tow as specified in 
Note 1 to chapter 55  31.22  54.02  52.92  21.18  74.58 

270112
Bituminous coal, whether or not 
pulverised, non-agglomerated  -  -  -  -  68.84 

470500

Wood pulp obtained by a combination 
of mechanical and chemical pulping 
processes  67.11  61.72  82.17  69.61  67.91 

271111 Natural gas, liquefied  -  0.00  23.11  -  62.10 

271099

Waste oils containing mainly petroleum 
or bituminous minerals (excluding those 
containing polychlorinated . . .  -  -  -  17.34  61.82 

520100 Cotton, neither carded nor combed  32.62  36.22  43.27  19.21  59.55 

270119

Coal, whether or not pulverised, non-
agglomerated (excluding anthracite 
and bituminous coal)  46.41  38.88  15.48  -  56.25 

271311 Petroleum coke, non-calcined  7.25  16.85  47.22  56.04  55.95 

100119
Durum wheat (excluding seed for 
sowing)  -  115.17  90.11  0.01  53.47 

100590 Maize (excluding seed for sowing)  0.39  698.31  236.97  176.98  52.95 

847989
Machines and mechanical appliances, 
n.e.s.  9.80  25.01  7.71  6.05  48.96 

730619

Line pipe of a kind used for oil or 
gas pipelines, welded, of flat-rolled 
products of iron . . .  36.13  16.22  44.26  53.94  46.81 

848790
Parts of machinery of chapter 84, not 
intended for a specific purpose, n.e.s.  55.10  31.30  68.11  43.11  46.04 

151521 Crude maize oil  27.58  33.51  28.63  52.33  40.29 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

230210

Bran, sharps and other residues of 
maize "corn", whether or not in the 
form of pellets, derived . . .  37.74  40.36  24.27  12.14  31.80 

271113
Butanes, liquefied (excluding of a purity 
of >= 95% of N-butane or isobutane)  -  -  6.14  -  31.42 

382200

Diagnostic or laboratory reagents on 
a backing, prepared diagnostic or 
laboratory reagents . . .  15.43  18.92  24.16  32.45  31.05 

Table 28: Top-25 Imports from the USA at HS-06 Level (2013-17)

Qualifying Industrial Zones (QIZ) – USA – Egypt – Israel 

The 1979 Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty has had a stabilising effect on the Egyptian economy. The end 

of hostilities with Israel bolstered key sectors of the Egyptian economy that had been severely 

affected by the conflict with Israel—most importantly, the oil sector (and, later, the gas sector), 

the Suez Canal and tourism. Additionally, the peace treaty enabled Egypt to receive significant 

external aid from the United States (US), other Western countries and international organisations 

including the International Monetary Fund; and it made Egypt a safe market for large-scale foreign 

private investment. Since the 1980s, these have been the main sources that finance Egypt’s imports 

and other foreign-exchange expenses.

The growth of the Egyptian economy is expected to become even more dependent on stable 

relations with Israel in the next decade given the centrality of the Suez Canal area and the 

East Mediterranean gas fields in Egypt’s economic development strategy. New vulnerabilities 

and challenges that Egypt is expected to face in the coming decade—most importantly, water 

shortages—will further increase the importance of this relationship.

Israel’s exports to Egypt were insignificant in the first decade of trade relations, standing at USD 

20–50 million a year between 1994 and 2005, or less than 0.1 per cent of total exports, according 

to Israeli trade statistics

The Qualifying Industrial Zone (QIZ) concept was introduced by the United States in 1996 with the 

aim of reinforcing peace in the Middle East through regional economic partnerships which benefit 

both Arab countries and Israel. To this end, the US issued Decree 6955, in December 1996, which 

authorized duty-free entry into the US for industrial products originating in Israel’s neighbouring 

Arab countries and manufactured using 11.7% Israeli content. 

In 1999, Jordan became the first country within the region to sign a QIZ protocol and has enjoyed 

significant positive economic impacts ever since. The Egyptian government took this into 

consideration with various other factors when determining whether to implement a Protocol for 

Egypt. In addition to the results enjoyed by Jordan, Egypt also recognized the threat posed to 

Egypt’s international competitiveness in the textile and ready-made garment industry due to the 
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phasing out of the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) quantitative quotas on textiles. Ultimately, 

the government determined that it was necessary to negotiate a Protocol in an effort to protect 

Egypt’s textile industry, and to allay concerns of textile manufacturers and employees. 

On December 14, 2004, the Egyptian government signed the Qualifying Industrial Zones Protocol 

with the US and Israel. The Protocol allows for duty-free entry into the US for products manufactured 

by qualified companies operating within designated geographic locations in Egypt which satisfy 

the currently agreed upon Israeli content of 11.7%.

Qualified Industrial Zones (QIZ) are designated geographic areas, within Egypt, that enjoy a duty 

free status with the United States. Companies located within such zones are granted duty free 

access to the US markets, provided they satisfy the agreed upon Israeli component requirement, 

as per the pre-defined rules of origin. The benefits of Egypt's QIZ are various; ease of access to 

US markets being the most important, with open, unlimited quota as well as exemption of tariff 

and non-tariff barriers. Other benefits include: low factor costs as well as a huge supply of labour. 

Enhanced by the added benefits of trade agreements with other markets, Egypt is ideally-suited 

to provide countless economic benefits to industries located within these zones. The positive 

economic impact of the QIZ to date has been such that foreign investors and Egyptian companies 

alike are continually seeking to locate and qualify their businesses within these zones in order to 

increase their competitiveness and profitability.

About 400 companies qualified as soon as the QIZ agreement was signed. This number increased 

steadily and by the end of 2011 had reached 820. By the end of 2016, the number of qualified 

companies in the Egyptian QIZ system had increased to 961.

The total value of textile and garment exports from the QIZ plants in 2006—the first full year 

of implementation—increased from about USD 500.00 million a year before the introduction of 

the QIZ to USD 636.00 million. Exports have continued to show constant growth, regardless of 

political upheavals in Egypt, and registered USD 934.00 million in 2011.

The US consumes about 60 per cent of Egyptian garments’ exports, up from 45 per cent before 

QIZ was introduced.

The Israeli-Egyptian gas deal signed in February 2018 shows the huge potential of Israeli-Egyptian 

trade and cooperation in this field. Direct exports of gas from Israel to Egypt, which is expected to 

start in 2019, is expected to reach USD 1.5 billion a year in the 2020s—20 times higher than total 

Israeli exports to Egypt in recent years.
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Trade with Pakistan
Pakistan and Egypt established formal diplomatic relations in 1947. The early years of their 

relationship was marred by mutual mistrust as Pakistan felt that Egypt which was the largest Arab 

country did not support Pakistan’s stance on the Kashmir issue. However, relations started to 

improve following the visit of President Anwar Sadat to Lahore in 1974 to participate in the Islamic 

States Conference. 

Trade Overview

Egypt in 2017 had a trade surplus of USD 51.92 million with Pakistan. 

Figure 24: Egypt's Trade Overview with Pakistan

Since 2013, the following Egyptian exports to Pakistan have increased; miscellaneous manufactured 

articles (141.92%), oil seeds (18.17%), electrical machinery (500.18%), plastic articles (171.62%). In 

2017, miscellaneous manufactured articles worth USD 57.94 million ranked as the most exported 

item.

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level exported by Egypt to Pakistan
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 132.61 146.00 130.36 122.50 133.70

Code Product Description

96 Miscellaneous manufactured articles  23.95  33.82  41.78  51.85  57.94 

52 Cotton  25.62  14.08  19.95  16.86  23.64 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

12 Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; miscellaneous 
grains, seeds and fruit; industrial or medicinal 
plants; straw and fodder

 11.67  17.85  23.11  12.81  13.79 

85 Electrical machinery and equipment and parts 
thereof; sound recorders and reproducers, 
television image and sound recorders and 
reproducers, and parts and accessories of 
such articles

 2.18  8.08  14.05  14.93  13.08 

39 Plastics and articles thereof  1.45  2.44  3.24  2.13  3.93 

21 Miscellaneous edible preparations  5.06  4.42  5.54  6.55  3.81 

40 Rubber and articles thereof  0.02  0.29  1.06  3.05  2.10 

55 Man-made staple fibres  11.09  10.40  0.64  0.71  2.02 

82 Tools, implements, cutlery, spoons and forks, 
of base metal; parts thereof of base metal

 0.11  0.08  0.16  0.21  2.00 

20 Preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other 
parts of plants

 0.11  0.38  0.20  0.42  1.57 

Table 29: Top-10 Exports to Pakistan at HS-02 Level (2013-17)

The following table shows top-25 Egyptian exports to Pakistan at HS-06 level; these accounted 

for 86.07% of total exports. Under this category, sanitary towels (pads) and tampons, napkins and 

napkin liners for babies, and similar articles of any material was the top export valued at USD 57.94 

million.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level exported by Egypt to Pakistan
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 132.60 146.00 130.36 122.50 133.70

Code Product Description  

961900 Sanitary towels (pads) and tampons, napkins 
and napkin liners for babies, and similar 
articles, of any material

-  33.82  41.78  51.85  57.94 

520100 Cotton, neither carded nor combed  15.17  7.64  12.82  9.56  13.91 

120921 Alfalfa seed for sowing  11.42  17.38  21.40  12.59  13.02 

520544 Multiple "folded" or cabled cotton yarn, of 
combed fibres, containing >= 85% cotton by 
weight and with a linear density of 125 decitex 
to < 192,31 decitex "> MN 52 to MN 80" per 
single yarn (excluding sewing thread and yarn 
put up for retail sale)

 4.57  6.16  5.00  5.40  7.76 

852872 Reception apparatus for television, colour, 
whether or not incorporating radio-broadcast 
receivers or sound or video recording 
or reproducing apparatus, designed to 
incorporate a video display or screen

-  7.32  13.46  6.32  7.14 

852990 Parts suitable for use solely or principally with 
transmission and reception apparatus for 
radio-broadcasting or television, television 
cameras,digital cameras, video camera 
recorders, radar apparatus, radio navigational 
aid apparatus or radio remote control 
apparatus, monitors and projectors, n.e.s. 
(excluding for aerials and aerial reflectors of 
all kinds)

- -  0.11  7.53  5.66 

210690 Food preparations, n.e.s.  4.82  4.06  5.07  6.17  3.45 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

392020 Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of non-
cellular polymers of ethylene, not reinforced, 
laminated, supported or similarly combined 
with other materials, without backing, 
unworked or merely surface-worked or merely 
cut into squares or rectangles (excluding self-
adhesive products, and floor, wall and ceiling 
coverings of heading 3918)

 0.60  0.79  0.90  1.20  2.38 

401120 New pneumatic tyres, of rubber, of a kind 
used for buses and lorries (excluding typres 
with lug, corner or similar treads)

-  0.26  1.03  2.92  2.09 

550630 Acrylic or modacrylic staple fibres, carded, 
combed or otherwise processed for spinning

 0.63 -  0.07  0.51  1.74 

821210  Non-electric razors of base metal  0.09  0.08  0.16  0.19 1.29 

251020  Natural calcium phosphates and natural 
aluminium calcium phosphates, natural and 
phosphatic . . . 

 -  1.17  -  - 1.21 

520528 Single cotton yarn, of combed fibres, 
containing >= 85% cotton by weight and with 
a linear . . .

 -  -  -  0.31 0.86 

821220 Safety razor blades of base metal, incl. razor 
blade blanks in strips

 -  -  -  - 0.71 

320820 Paints and varnishes, incl. enamels and 
lacquers, based on acrylic or vinyl polymers, 
dispersed . . .

 0.29  0.45  0.38  0.52 0.59 

090961 Juniper berries and seeds of anise, badian, 
caraway or fennel, neither crushed nor ground

 -  0.08  -  0.05 0.58 

701391 Glassware, of lead crystal, of a kind used for 
toilet, office, indoor decoration or similar . . .

 0.83  -  0.86  0.19 0.57 

520548 Multiple "folded" or cabled cotton yarn, of 
combed fibres, containing >= 85% cotton by 
weight . . .

 1.57  -  0.43  0.97 0.52 

310520 Mineral or chemical fertilisers containing 
the three fertilising elements nitrogen, 
phosphorus . . .

 -  -  -  - 0.51 

200410 Potatoes, prepared or preserved otherwise 
than by vinegar or acetic acid, frozen

 -  0.05  -  0.07 0.49 

570190 Carpets and other textile floor coverings, 
of textile materials, knotted, whether or not 
made . . .

 0.62  0.61  0.15  0.28 0.47 

392310 Boxes, cases, crates and similar articles for the 
conveyance or packaging of goods, of plastics

 0.05  0.01  0.16  0.20 0.44 

330210 Mixtures of odoriferous substances and 
mixtures, incl. alcoholic solutions, with a basis 
of . . .

 0.04  -  0.04  0.09 0.41 

120991 Vegetable seeds, for sowing  -  -  -  - 0.40 

080510 Fresh or dried oranges  0.47  0.28  0.41  0.37 0.38 

Table 30: Top-25 Exports to Pakistan at HS-06 Level (2013-17)
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Egypt mainly imported from Pakistan in 2017, cotton – USD 50.93 million and man-made staple 

fibres – USD 3.43 million. During 2013-17, imports of the following products increased; articles of 

apparel and clothing accessories not knitted or crocheted (487.18%), organic chemicals (774.54%) 

and optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring and checking (100.78%).

Moreover, it can be observed from the table below that between 2013 & 17, cotton imports have 

declined by (0.66%), imports of man-made staple fibres have declined by (69.27%) and paper and 

paperboard articles have declined by (82.61%). 

Top-10 products at HS-02 Level imported by Egypt from Pakistan
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products  139.19  120.71  131.18 92.57  81.78

Code Product Description  

52 Cotton  50.93  51.67  64.80  53.46  50.59 

55 Man-made staple fibres  30.67  14.78  21.80  11.81  9.43 

62 Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, 
not knitted or crocheted

 0.59  0.40  0.51  0.23  3.44 

29 Organic chemicals  0.33  0.05  -  2.47  2.85 

48 Paper and paperboard; articles of paper pulp, 
of paper or of paperboard

 13.57  13.11  10.12  2.85  2.36 

40 Rubber and articles thereof  0.20  0.27  0.78  0.98  1.51 

39 Plastics and articles thereof  8.63  8.04  6.47  1.92  1.42 

12 Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; miscellaneous 
grains, seeds and fruit; industrial or medicinal 
plants; straw and fodder

 2.28  2.67  2.82  1.94  1.16 

90 Optical, photographic, cinematographic, 
measuring, checking, precision, medical or 
surgical instruments and apparatus; parts and 
accessories thereof

 0.51  0.66  0.74  0.67  1.02 

03 Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other 
aquatic invertebrates

 12.91  11.66  8.18  6.01  0.72 

Table 31: Top-10 Imports from Pakistan at HS-02 Level (2013-17)
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At HS-06 level, top-25 imports from Pakistan shown below contributed 75.01% to total imports. In 

2017, the top three imports were denim – USD 25.08 million, plain woven fabric of cotton – USD 

14.96 million, and woven fabric – USD 7.37 million.

Top-25 products at HS-06 Level imported by Egypt from Pakistan
All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TOTAL All products 139.19 120.71 131.18 92.56 81.78

Code Product Description  

520942 Denim, containing >= 85% cotton by weight 
and weighing > 200 g/m², made of yarn of 
different colours

 26.27  12.91  26.61  25.99  25.08 

520911 Plain woven fabrics of cotton, containing >= 
85% cotton by weight and weighing > 200 g/
m², unbleached

 5.71  4.61  13.00  14.98  14.96 

551219 Woven fabrics containing >= 85% polyester 
staple fibres by weight, dyed, made of yarn of 
different colours, or printed

 19.12  3.09  7.81  8.17  7.37 

291639 Aromatic monocarboxylic acids, their 
anhydrides, halides, peroxides, peroxyacids 
and their halogenated, sulphonated, nitrated 
or nitrosated derivatives (excluding benzoic 
acid, its salts and esters, benzoyl peroxide, 
benzoyl chloride, phenylacetic acid and its 
salts, and inorganic or organic compounds of 
mercury whether or not chemically defined)

 0.10  0.05  -  2.41  2.74 

520522 Single cotton yarn, of combed fibres, 
containing >= 85% cotton by weight and with 
a linear density of 232,56 decitex to < 714,29 
decitex "> MN 14 to MN 43" (excluding 
sewing thread and yarn put up for retail sale)

 1.66  8.07  6.77  1.51  2.56 

481151 Paper and paperboard, surface-coloured, 
surface-decorated or printed, coated, 
impregnated or covered with artificial resins 
or plastics, in rolls or in square or rectangular 
sheets, of any size, bleached and weighing > 
150 g/m² (excluding adhesives)

 12.91  12.91  9.96  2.73  2.31 

520533 Multiple "folded" or cabled cotton yarn, of 
uncombed fibres, containing >= 85% cotton 
by weight and with a linear density of 192,31 
decitex to < 232,56 decitex "> MN 43 to MN 
52" per single yarn (excluding sewing thread 
and yarn put up for retail sale)

 -  -  1.19  1.98  2.21 

620411 Women's or girls' suits of wool or fine animal 
hair (excluding knitted or crocheted, ski 
overalls and swimwear)

 -  -  -  -  1.95 

121190 Plants, parts of plants, incl. seeds and fruits, 
used primarily in perfumery, in pharmacy or 
for insecticidal, fungicidal or similar purposes, 
fresh or dried, whether or not cut, crushed or 
powdered (excluding ginseng roots, coca leaf 
and poppy straw)

 2.26  2.67  2.77  1.41  1.15 

521142 Denim, containing predominantly, but < 85% 
cotton by weight, mixed principally or solely 
with man-made fibres and weighing > 200 g/
m², made of yarn of different colours

 0.07  0.13  1.35  0.68  1.02 

401110 New pneumatic tyres, of rubber, of a kind 
used for motor cars, incl. station wagons and 
racing . . .

 -  -  - -  0.94 
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All values in USD Million

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

551419 Woven fabrics containing predominantly, 
but < 85% synthetic staple fibres by weight, 
mixed . . .

1.43  1.81  2.40 0.94  0.93 

551442 Woven fabrics containing predominantly, 
but < 85% polyester staple fibres by weight, 
mixed . . .

1.76  1.61  2.00 2.07  0.75 

520932 Woven fabrics of cotton, containing >= 85% 
cotton by weight and weighing > 200 g/m², in 
three-thread . . .

1.14  0.92  1.22 1.21  0.70 

390760 Polyethylene terephthalate", in primary forms 5.15  5.79  4.47 0.58  0.61 

030617 Frozen shrimps and prawns, even smoked, 
whether in shell or not, incl. shrimps and 
prawns in . . .

 -  9.62  7.12 5.82  0.61 

520511 Single cotton yarn, of uncombed fibres, 
containing >= 85% cotton by weight and with 
a linear . . .

1.25  1.15  0.08 0.95  0.56 

520535 Multiple "folded" or cabled cotton yarn, of 
uncombed fibres, containing >= 85% cotton 
by weight . . .

2.12  3.39  3.04 0.19  0.54 

420329 Gloves, mittens and mitts, of leather or 
composition leather (excluding special sports 
gloves)

0.41  0.44  0.86 0.73  0.52 

390319 Polystyrene, in primary forms (excluding 
expansible)

1.95  1.10  0.80 1.02  0.45 

620462 Women's or girls' trousers, bib and brace 
overalls, breeches and shorts of cotton 
(excluding . . .

 -  -  - 0.04  0.42 

901890 Instruments and appliances used in medical, 
surgical or veterinary sciences, n.e.s.

0.25  0.27  0.38 0.42  0.41 

520919 Woven fabrics of cotton, containing >= 85% 
cotton by weight and weighing > 200 g/m², 
unbleached . . .

0.33  0.33  0.47 0.70  0.39 

500720 Woven fabrics containing >= 85% silk or 
schappe by weight

 -  -  - -  0.39 

382479 Mixtures containing halogenated derivatives 
of methane, ethane or propane (excluding 
those . . .

 -  -  - -  0.37 

Table 32: Top-25 Imports from Pakistan at HS-06 Level (2013-17)



82

Pakistan’s Potential Trade with Egypt

Export Potential

Pakistan’s export potential for any product to be exported to Egypt is calculated by subtracting 

Pakistan’s actual exports for a product to Egypt from the minimum of Pakistan’s exports to the 

world or Egypt’s imports from the world for that product.

Export Potential = Min (Pakistan’s exports to the world of X,  

Egypt’s imports from the world of X) – Pakistan’s current 

exports to Egypt of X

High potential Pakistani exports at HS-06 level have been listed below. The table shows Pakistan’s 

exports to Egypt, Egypt’s imports from the world, Pakistan’s exports to the world and Pakistan’s 

potential exports to Egypt for the top-25 high potential items. Pakistan exported USD 40.70 

million of these products to Egypt while it had a potential to export USD 1,258.26 million worth 

of such goods in 2017. The products with the most potential include; ‘cane or beet sugar and 

chemically pure sucrose, in solid form’ – USD 206.58 million, ‘instruments and appliance used 

in medical, surgical or veterinary sciences' – USD 154.12 million and ‘denim, containing >= 85% 

cotton by weight and weighing >= 200 g/m²’ – USD 93.46 million. 

Pakistan's High Potential Exports to Egypt
All values in USD Million

Code Product description Pakistan's 
exports to 
Egypt

Egypt's 
imports 
from 
world

Pakistan's 
exports to 
world

Potential 
Exports 
to Egypt

170199 Cane or beet sugar and chemically pure 
sucrose, in solid form (excluding cane and 
beet sugar

 -  206.58  342.90  206.58 

901890 Instruments and appliances used in medical, 
surgical or veterinary sciences, n.e.s.

 2.05  156.18  360.58  154.12 

520942 Denim, containing >= 85% cotton by weight 
and weighing > 200 g/m², made of yarn of 
different 

31.52  124.98  482.49  93.46 

520522 Single cotton yarn, of combed fibres, 
containing >= 85% cotton by weight and with 
a linear ...

 1.17  87.98  97.06  86.82 

300490 Medicaments consisting of mixed or unmixed 
products for therapeutic or prophylactic 
purposes

 2.52  1,665.09  70.79  68.27 

520100 Cotton, neither carded nor combed  -  236.96  60.95  60.95 

030617 Frozen shrimps and prawns, even smoked, 
whether in shell or not, incl. shrimps and 
prawns in ...

 0.20  69.06  54.69  54.49 

100630 Semi-milled or wholly milled rice, whether or 
not polished or glazed

 0.58  49.34  1,512.69  48.76 
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All values in USD Million

Code Product description Pakistan's 
exports to 
Egypt

Egypt's 
imports 
from 
world

Pakistan's 
exports to 
world

Potential 
Exports 
to Egypt

730690 Tubes, pipes and hollow profiles "e.g., open 
seam, riveted or similarly closed", of iron or ...

 -  64.24  44.03  44.03 

841199 Parts of gas turbines, n.e.s.  -  147.05  43.86  43.86 

120740 Sesamum seeds, whether or not broken  -  41.69  43.49  41.69 

151620 Vegetable fats and oils and their fractions, 
partly or wholly hydrogenated, inter-esterified

 -  55.79  39.76  39.76 

521142 Denim, containing predominantly, but < 85% 
cotton by weight, mixed principally or solely 
with ...

 1.46  37.93  50.79  36.47 

520511 Single cotton yarn, of uncombed fibres, 
containing >= 85% cotton by weight and with 
a linear ...

 1.00  33.19  92.67  32.19 

611090 Jerseys, pullovers, cardigans, waistcoats and 
similar articles, of textile materials, knitted ...

 0.01  31.34  195.78  31.33 

721049 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy steel, 
of a width of >= 600 mm, hot-rolled or cold-
rolled ...

 -  151.16  31.18  31.18 

851712 Telephones for cellular networks "mobile 
telephones" or for other wireless networks

 -  555.31  30.75  30.75 

300439 Medicaments containing hormones or 
steroids used as hormones but not antibiotics, 
put up in ...

 -  24.68  48.65  24.68 

761510 Table, kitchen or other household articles and 
parts thereof, and pot scourers and scouring 
...

 -  52.12  22.42  22.42 

020230 Frozen, boneless meat of bovine animals  -  1,019.82  20.40  20.40 

210690 Food preparations, n.e.s.  -  170.33  18.52  18.52 

520911 Plain woven fabrics of cotton, containing >= 
85% cotton by weight and weighing > 200 g/
m², ...

 -  17.62  27.98  17.62 

850710 Lead-acid accumulators of a kind used for 
starting piston engine "starter batteries" 
(excluding ...

 -  61.64  17.04  17.04 

730890 Structures and parts of structures, of iron or 
steel, n.e.s. (excluding bridges and bridge-
sections, ...

 -  162.41  16.85  16.85 

550953 Yarn containing predominantly, but < 85% 
polyester staple fibres by weight, mixed 
principally ...

 0.21  29.02  16.23  16.02 

    40.70  5,251.49  3,742.55  1,258.26 

Table 33: Top-25 High Potential Pakistani Exports to Egypt at HS-06 Level
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Import Potential

Import potential for a product is calculated by subtracting Pakistan’s actual imports for a product 

from Egypt from the minimum of Pakistan’s imports from the world and Egypt’s exports to the 

world for that product.

Import Potential = Min (Pakistan’s imports from the world of X,  

Egypt’s exports to the world of X) – Egypt’s current exports to 

Pakistan of X

The following table has been sorted according to high potential Egyptian exports to Pakistan. It 

shows Egypt’s exports to Pakistan, Pakistan’s imports from the world, Egypt’s exports to the world 

and Pakistan’s potential imports from Egypt at HS-06 level. For its top-25 high potential exports 

to Pakistan worth USD 85.04 million in 2017, Egypt had an additional potential of USD 2,150.74 

million. Most potential lies in ‘Polypropylene, in primary forms’ – USD 258.22 million, ‘Polyethylene 

with a specific gravity of >=0.94, in primary forms’ – USD 200.93 million and ‘flat rolled products of 

iron or non-alloy steel, of a width of >=600 mm, hot rolled or cold rolled’ – USD 127.90. 

Egypt's High Potential Exports to Pakistan
All values in USD Million

Code Product Description Egypt's 
exports to 
Pakistan

Pakistan's 
imports 
from 
world

Egypt's 
exports to 
world

Potential 
Exports 
to 
Pakistan

390210 Polypropylene, in primary forms  -  466.09  258.22  258.22 

390120 Polyethylene with a specific gravity of >= 0,94, 
in primary forms

 -  316.68  224.20  224.20 

300490 Medicaments consisting of mixed or unmixed 
products for therapeutic or prophylactic 
purposes, ...

 0.01  368.14  200.93  200.93 

721049 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy steel, 
of a width of >= 600 mm, hot-rolled or cold-
rolled ...

 -  130.64  127.90  127.90 

390110 Polyethylene with a specific gravity of < 0,94, 
in primary forms

 -  331.61  113.98  113.98 

381700 Mixed alkylbenzenes and mixed 
alkylnaphthalenes produced by the alkylation 
of benzene and naphthalene ...

 -  87.31  106.08  87.31 

854449 Electric conductors, for a voltage <= 1.000 V, 
insulated, not fitted with connectors, n.e.s.

 -  85.38  131.44  85.38 

520100 Cotton, neither carded nor combed 13.91  761.46  92.26  78.35 

401120 New pneumatic tyres, of rubber, of a kind 
used for buses and lorries (excluding typres 
with ...

 2.09  253.67  79.99  77.90 

870210 Motor vehicles for the transport of >= 10 
persons, incl. driver, with compression-ignition 
...

 -  97.57  75.88  75.88 

760110 Aluminium, not alloyed, unwrought  -  74.98  143.92  74.98 

852872 Reception apparatus for television, colour, 
whether or not incorporating radio-broadcast 
receivers ...

 7.14  77.92  547.83  70.78 
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All values in USD Million

Code Product Description Egypt's 
exports to 
Pakistan

Pakistan's 
imports 
from 
world

Egypt's 
exports to 
world

Potential 
Exports 
to 
Pakistan

390410 Poly"vinyl chloride", in primary forms, not 
mixed with any other substances

 0.17  69.66  71.84  69.49 

071333 Dried, shelled kidney beans "Phaseolus 
vulgaris", whether or not skinned or split

 -  67.97  69.61  67.97 

080610 Fresh grapes  -  61.67  232.96  61.67 

720916 Flat-rolled products of iron or non-alloy steel, 
of a width of >= 600 mm, in coils, simply ...

 -  61.29  98.23  61.29 

330290 Mixtures of odoriferous substances and 
mixtures, incl. alcoholic solutions, based on 
one or ...

 0.21  56.58  379.40  56.37 

392690 Articles of plastics and articles of other 
materials of heading 3901 to 3914, n.e.s 
(excluding ...

 0.08  53.77  89.21  53.68 

210690 Food preparations, n.e.s.  3.45  57.97  51.69  48.24 

961900 Sanitary towels (pads) and tampons, napkins 
and napkin liners for babies, and similar 
articles, ...

57.94  105.25  243.07  47.30 

290511 Methanol "methyl alcohol"  -  46.60  271.12  46.60 

251010 Natural calcium phosphates and natural 
aluminium calcium phosphates, natural and 
phosphatic ...

 -  41.69  92.63  41.69 

340211 Anionic organic surface-active agents, 
whether or not put up for retail sale (excluding 
soap)

 0.04  47.02  40.87  40.82 

390190 Polymers of ethylene, in primary forms 
(excluding polyethylene and ethylene-vinyl 
acetate ...

 -  39.98  67.96  39.98 

732690 Articles of iron or steel, n.e.s. (excluding cast 
articles or articles of iron or steel wire)

 -  67.82  39.83  39.83 

    85.04  3,828.69  3,851.02  2,150.74 

Table 34: Top-25 High Potential Egypt Exports to Pakistan at HS-06 Level



86



THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT  n COUNTRY PROFILE 87

DOING 
BUSINESS

SECTION

5



88

Ease of Doing Business
The Doing Business Index, a measure developed by the World Bank, compares business 

regulations in 190 economies. It uses ten indicators in order to compare the ease of starting and 

running a business by a local in every country.

The table below is a comparison of 2018 and 2019 rankings for Egypt. Major improvements for 

local businessmen were in ‘starting a business’, ‘getting electricity’, ‘registering property’, ‘getting 

credit’, ‘paying taxes’, and ‘resolving insolvency’.

Country: Egypt DB 2019 Rank DB 2018 Rank Change in Rank

Overall 120 128 8

Topics

 Starting a Business 109 103 -6

 Dealing with Construction Permits 68 66 -2

 Getting Electricity 96 89 -7

 Registering Property 125 119 -6

 Getting Credit 60 90 30

 Protecting Minority Investors 72 81 9

 Paying Taxes 159 167 8

 Trading Across Borders 171 170 -1

 Enforcing Contracts 160 160 0

 Resolving Insolvency 101 115 14

Table 35: Ease of Doing Business in Egypt (2019)
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Embassy

Egypt Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan

Address: Plot no. 38-51, UN Boulevard Diplomatic Enclave, P.O. Box 2088, Islamabad - 44000

Telephone: (+92) (51) 220-9072 to 20

Fax: (+92) (51) 227-9552

Email: egynet@isb.comsats.net.pk / pakegyptembassy@gmail.com

Website: www.egyptembassy.org

Head of Mission: Ahmed Fadel Yacoub, Ambassador

Pakistani Embassy in Cairo, Egypt

Address: 8, El Saluli Street, Dokki, Giza Cairo, Egypt

Telephone: (+20-2) 37487806, (+20-2) 37487677

Fax: (+20-2) 37480310

Email: parepcairo@mofa.gov.pk / parepcairo@gmail.com 

Website: www.mofa.gov.pk/egypt/

Head of Mission: Mr. Mushtaq Ali Shah, Ambassador
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