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 “EXPERIENCE OF WORKING WITH 
PROVINCIAL TAX ADMINSTRATION” 

April 8, 2015 
 

Honorable Chief Minister, Distinguished guests, ladies and Gentlemen, As-Salam-Alakum 

As Chairman of The Pakistan Business Council (PBC) I am very pleased to have been invited to this event 

and to be given the opportunity to share with the audience, the corporate sector’s perspective of the 

“Experience of Working with the Provincial Tax Administration” - in this case the Sindh Revenue Board 

or the SRB. However, before I talk about our experiences of working with the SRB I would like to 

introduce briefly introduce the PBC to the members of the audience. 

The Pakistan Business Council (PBC) is a business policy advocacy platform, established in 2005 by 14 of 

Pakistan’s (now47) largest private-sector businesses / conglomerates, including multinationals. It is a 

professionally run organization headed by a full-time chief executive officer. The PBC is a not-for-profit 

entity, registered under Section 42 of the Companies Ordinance, 1984. Though it is not required under 

the law to do so, the PBC follows to the extent possible, the Code of Corporate Governance as applicable 

to listed companies. PBC interacts with the Government of Pakistan and other domestic as well as 

international stakeholders at the highest level, to help develop policies that will accelerate economic 

growth and improve the country’s competitiveness. 

In order to give a better idea about the critical mass of PBC it would be pertinent to mention that PBC 

Members are present in virtually all major industrial and service sectors. Further, 

a) PBC members revenues are approximately 10% of Pakistan’s GDP in 2013;  

b) PBC members contributed nearly 13% of national tax revenues and;  
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c) about 13% of Pakistan’s exports.  

d) PBC companies also provide direct employment to close to 255,000 people in Pakistan. 

Ladies and gentleman, I would like to state at the outset, that PBC very firmly believes that it considers 

the Federal Government and the Government of Sindh as its partners for the achievement of a common 

objective, that is, –rapid economic growth to meet the aspirations of the people of Pakistan in general 

and Sindh in particular. PBC greatly appreciates the efforts of the SRB to hold this event which will allow 

the various stakeholders a platform to express their views, which I am sure will lead to improvements in 

the functionality of SRB and at the same time facilitate investment in Sindh. It should be recognized that 

both the government and the private sector increasingly operate in an environment that is very dynamic 

and undergoing rapid change due to domestic as well as international factors. It is therefore in our 

mutual interest that the dialogue between the government and private sector should be a continuous 

process. 

Here I would like to express my appreciation of the SRB in their dealings with our members wherein till 

now they have operated with an open mind and even when there have been differences on point of Tax, 

the SRB has taken the time to clearly explain their interpretation and have also been willing to 

reconsider their decisions. It is with this background and in the spirit of continuously seeking to improve 

the business environment in Sindh that the PBC would like to draw your attention to the following: 

1. The SRB needs to look towards the broadening of the tax base instead of placing further taxes 

on existing compliant corporates / individuals. For this the SRB must increase its presence in 

Sindh .i.e. local offices in Hyderabad, Larkana, etc… 

2. For consistency and to reduce the cost of doing business for the private sector both the SRB and 

the PRA in Punjab  need to strive for a harmonization of policies between provinces as well as 

the FBR. 
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3. The SRB must use its revenue to upgrade the infrastructure to improve the competitiveness of 

the corporate sector which will enable them to increase exports.  

4. Importance of attitude when dealing with the corporates is critical .i.e. the tax collector should 

always be seen as following a transparent taxation policy, which needs to be fair and provides a 

level playing field to all. 

5. In Sindh there are various departments of the Sindh Government which collect the Provincial 

taxes. It is recommended that the one authority be designated in Sindh for collection of taxes to 

avoid confusion and duplication of work. 

6. For better and immediate resolution of irritants between the SRB, and the corporate sector, the 

PBC would like to request a Joint Working Group (JWG) with the SRB to resolve issues that may 

emerge, thereby reducing the incidence of tax related litigation in Sindh 

PBC believes that if the SRB and GoS make efforts to implement the recommendations highlighted 

above, it will have a competitive advantage over other provinces with respect to retaining as well as 

attracting investment which will generate additional revenue as well as create employment. Further, it 

would be beneficial to implement in the Province of Sindh Rules / Legislation which will lead to an 

improvement in ease of doing business indicators.  

In conclusion I would like to assure SRB / GoS that the PBC will support the SRBs efforts to improve the 

economic climate in Sindh and I would like to commend Mr. Tashfeen Khalid Niaz and his team for their 

efforts to achieve this objective.  

Thank you. 


