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The Pakistan Business Council (PBC)

The Pakistan Business Council (PBC) is a business policy advocacy platform, established in 2005 by 14 of Pakistan’s (now 47) largest 
private-sector businesses / conglomerates, including multinationals. The PBC is a not-for-profit entity, registered under Section 42 of the 
Companies Ordinance 1984. It is neither a trade body nor a representative body for a specific industry. It does not advocate sector and 
industry specific issues; instead its advocacy thrust is on improving the general business environment of the country. 

Major objectives of the PBC

- To provide for the formation and exchange of views on any question connected with the conduct of businesses in and from Pakistan.

- To conduct, organize, set up, administer and manage campaigns, surveys, focus groups, workshops, seminars and field works for 
carrying out research and raising awareness concerning matters affecting businesses in Pakistan.

- To acquire, collect, compile, analyze, publish and provide statistics, data analysis and other information relating to businesses of any 
kind, nature or description and on opportunities for such businesses within and outside Pakistan.

- To promote and facilitate the integration of businesses in Pakistan into the World economy and to encourage the development and 
growth of Pakistani multinationals.

- To interact with Governments in the economic development of Pakistan and to facilitate, foster and further the economic, social and 
human resource development of Pakistan.
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 Executive Summary
There is a general perception among industrialists in Pakistan that under-invoicing and mis-declaration in imports from the UAE especially 
Dubai is a major impediment to industrialization / development of the formal taxpaying sector in Pakistan. Though smuggling and 
leakages from the Afghan Transit Trade (ATT) are also cited as major concerns by industry, under-invoiced and mis-declared imports 
have the advantage of formal customs clearance documents which allows them to feed into the formal economy.  In addition to industry’s 
concerns, government of Pakistan is a major loser as it ends up with reduced duty, sales tax and income tax collections at the import 
stage. 

According to the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), the country loses around 150 billion rupees each year to under-invoicing in imported 
goods. This 150 billion is part of the 600 billion rupees lost each year due to tax evasion (smuggling), and misuse of concessionary duties. 
Some Industries such as tire industry have formally written to the government asking for a curb on various malpractices including under 
valuation of imports. According to industry estimates, under invoiced and smuggled tires make up two-thirds of the market in Pakistan.

This study examines trade between Pakistan and the UAE from 2005 to 2012 and looks at import prices when Pakistan imports from 
the UAE as opposed to when the same product is imported from other countries1. Large differentials between UAE and world prices 
from one year to another without any plausible explanation or a subsequent increase in demand would appear to indicate discrepancy 
in invoicing. The impact of such invoice discrepancies in imports from the UAE however is difficult to ascertain and is perhaps in many 
cases exaggerated. 

The data reported by Pakistan and analysis done for top 400 product imports from the UAE has led us to some interesting inferences2:  

Indication of invoice discrepancies and possible impact
UAE was Pakistan’s top import partner in 2012 and has maintained this position for the past decade. However, a major chunk of imports 
from the UAE belonged to petroleum fuel and oils (89% in 2012). If we only consider the remaining product imports, UAE does not have 
a large share in Pakistan’s market. In fact, non-petroleum imports from the UAE constituted only 3% of Pakistan imports from the world 

1 Some products were not included in the final analysis since the quantum of their imports was low. Additionally those items for which the UAE was the only source have also not 
been considered as in such cases comparisons with Pakistan’s other import partners would have been meaningless.

2 Since UAE does not report its trade data to the International Trade Center (ITC), this study may be handicapped by the lack of data availability from the UAE. All inferences hence 
rely on the accuracy (or lack thereof) of data reported by Pakistan
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in 2012, down from 5% in 2006. 

The Pakistan China FTA which came into effect in July 2007 has seen China’s share in Pakistan’s imports nearly double to 24% between 
2006 and 2012. It would appear that trade diversion toward China after the implementation of the Pakistan China FTA may have resulted 
in a reduced share of UAE in Pakistan’s market. 

Comparison of Pakistan’s Imports from China and UAE excluding petroleum fuel 

products (HS 27)- in million dollars

Share of China 

(minus HS 27)

Import Value 

from China 

(minus HS 27)

Share of UAE 

(minus HS 27)

Import Value 

from UAE 

(minus HS 27)

2006 13% 2,803.2 5% 1,191.9

2007 17% 4,057.3 3% 673.8

2008 16% 4,583.6 2% 619.4

2009 17% 3,771.4 3% 760.3

2010 20% 5,238.8 4% 950.2

2011 22% 6,459.7 4% 1,009.5

2012 24% 6,672.4 3% 773.9

1) It is observed that once product imports of petroleum and fuels are removed, Pakistan’s current import value from the UAE is 
merely 0.77 billion dollars (3% of Pakistan’s total imports from the world). Even though this study does not delve into estimating 
the loss of revenue due to any discrepancy in invoicing, it can be deduced that any loss of revenue in taxes and duties would 
be determined along 0.77 billion dollars which is insignificant in light of the losses in revenue that Pakistan has suffered from 
exemption of duties under the Pakistan China FTA (0.23 billion dollars in 2012)3 or under the Afghan Transit Trade (estimated to be 
2.5 billion dollars)4. 

2) Discrepancy in prices are seen in sectors such as machinery and electronic equipment, dyes and other chemical agents, plastics, 
products of base metals such as iron and steel, and parts of vehicles with the highest shares in dyes, cosmetics and products of 

3  Pakistan Economy Survey 2012- (21.9 billion rupees converted at 93 rupees per dollar)

4  According to rough estimates 
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iron and steel.

3) Price differential as high as US$ 10,000 per ton have been observed along some product lines. For products such as parts of 
dirigibles, the differential was recorded at US$ 240,000 dollars per ton in comparison with valuations from other origins of this 
product. However, many such products with large price differentials between UAE and world prices are inconsequential in terms 
of their share in Pakistan’s market. For instance:
i) UAE’s reported prices for Hormones not containing antibiotics, under HS 30, were over US$10,000 per ton less than world 

prices in 2009. However, UAE was contributing merely 0.6% to Pakistan’s total imports of the product. 
ii) Another example is medicaments, again under HS 30 where UAE prices were about US $ 30,000 per ton less than world 

prices in 2005 and the price differential continued till 2008. On the other hand, UAE’s market share was only 1.1% in 2005 
and less than 1% from 2008 to 2012 in this category. 

iii) Parts of balloons, dirigibles which recorded UAE prices to be 64% lower than world prices (US $240,000 less) in 2007 
contributed 2% to Pakistan’s total imports in this category.  

 One can conclude that even if large price differential indicate any discrepancy in invoicing, they have little or no impact on total 
revenue of the government given their low level of market share. 

4) Price differentials between UAE and other imports source of Pakistan or any major changes in prices would normally be expected 
to have an impact on market share. Interestingly, it was observed that most of the products identified under this study which 
recorded significant price differentials did not show any significant changes in market shares. In fact, in cases where UAE appears 
to have become significantly cheaper than the rest of the world from one year to another, UAE’s share in Pakistan’s imports 
actually decreased. 

Limitations 
Pakistan’s imports from the UAE in 2012 were spread along 4,000 products. Only top 400 products of 2012 were chosen for analysis. 
This study therefore merely provides an indication toward areas where valuations discrepancies occur.  
Since the UAE does not report its exports, it is difficult to judge whether the value of what was exported to Pakistan did in fact get reported 
at the value of Pakistan’s imports from the UAE. 

Source of Data
International Trade Center (ITC) Trade Map
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 Top 25 Imports  
of Pakistan from the UAE in 2012

HS Code Product Description 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Top imports from UAE-highlighted products are those in which major discrepancies in prices have been observed (in million dollars)

270900
Petroleum oils and oils obtained from bituminous 

minerals, crude
999.26 1,119.93 1,110.30 1,693.50 898.37 1,079.22 2,295.02 2,932.46

271019 Other petroleum oils and preparations 316.21 1,088.65 921.44 1,419.30 1,536.06 2,671.55 2,669.53 2,681.05

271012 Light petroleum oils and preparations - - - - - - - 816.81

710812 Gold in unwrought forms non-monetary 369.12 384.95 70.62 24.73 83.75 116.66 137.15 184.40

290121 Ethylene 0.02 0.01 - - - - - 53.60

842121
Filtering or purifying machinery and apparatus for 

water
0.32 1.51 1.02 0.14 0.94 5.33 21.04 38.32

720449 Ferrous waste and scrap, iron or steel, nes 26.60 22.86 43.48 44.95 67.57 54.89 31.80 38.26

390120
Polyethylene having a specific gravity of 0.94 or 

more
11.57 16.51 25.58 14.05 21.16 20.67 50.36 28.42

720441
Ferrous waste and scrap,i or s,from the 

mechanical working of metal,nes
11.83 28.03 50.49 29.43 20.62 25.38 29.33 27.66

390210 Polypropylene 12.88 1.87 2.01 1.76 5.77 4.18 32.63 22.08

390230 Propylene copolymers 0.19 0.52 - - 0.12 0.42 10.78 18.51

392062
Film and sheet etc, non-cellular etc, of 

polyethylene terephthalates
0.57 2.23 3.15 7.14 7.7 13.43 17.78 11.12

851769
Apparatus for the transmission or reception of 

voice, images or other
- - - 14.36 4.94 7.97 8.05 9.67

760120 Aluminium unwrought, alloyed 8.82 7.32 4.22 3.05 7.02 8.52 11.09 9.32

761290
Container,alum,cap <300L,lined/heat insul/nt,n/

ftd w/mech/thermo equip
4.03 2.88 9.85 11.99 8.97 11.54 11.68 7.84

390110
Polyethylene having a specific gravity of less than 

0.94
1.65 5.06 4.73 4.03 8.18 5.53 11.46 7.83
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HS Code Product Description 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Top imports from UAE-highlighted products are those in which major discrepancies in prices have been observed (in million dollars)
720430 Waste and scrap, of tinned iron or steel 3.54 5.18 2.86 9.54 3.76 4.2 4.94 7.37

740710 Bars, rods and profiles of refined copper 0 0.59 1.95 0.01 0 0.01 1.9 7.21

940600 Prefabricated buildings 2.68 3.07 3.13 18.84 8.59 8.9 8.93 6.43

851712
Telephones for cellular networks mobile 

telephones or for other wirele
- - - 9.61 6.76 6.29 6.52 6

852352
Cards incorporating one or more electronic 

integrated circuits smart c
- - - 6.71 4.11 10.78 3 5.82

481910
Cartons, boxes and cases, of corrugated 

paper or paperboard
1.89 4.85 4.19 4.99 3.48 5.86 8.38 5.1

760110 Aluminium unwrought, not alloyed 1.28 2.62 0.48 0.6 11.76 6.95 1.09 4.58

760200 Waste and scrap, aluminium 6.46 6.54 3.73 4.25 4.98 6.6 5.05 4.11

410210 Sheep or lamb skins, raw, with wool on, nes 0.4 0.71 0.69 3.18 0.59 0.7 2.19 3.99
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 Percentage of sector wise imports with price 
disparities from UAE indicating under invoicing
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 Select products from top UAE imports to 
Pakistan that demonstrate marked differences 
in prices

Product 

code

Prices in dollars/ ton

Product label
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A

E
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d

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Food and Food Preparations

152200
Degras and residues from fatty substances or animal 

or vegetable waxes
144.1 186.6 123.8 172.6 113.2 169.3 123.1 183.8 139.0 183.4

210690 Food preparations nes 1,929.7 3,537.8 2,317.1 3,884.6 2,910.6 3,583.4 3,742.3 4,515.0 3,350.9 4,000.5

220890
Undenatrd ethyl alc <80% alc cont by 

volandspirit,liqueurandspirit bev nes
8,000.0 8,484.5 7,555.6 8,186.4 8,065.2 8,018.2 5,717.4 7,165.7 5,676.9 6,136.8

Mineral and Chemicals

250810 Bentonite 325.7 324.6 451.2 418.0 476.8 474.9 441.6 498.5 61.8 133.1

291531 Ethyl acetate 1,028.6 1,255.6 NA 1,429.1 NA 1,113.5 801.8 995.5 933.8 1,201.6

Pharmaceuticals

300439
Hormones nes, not containing antibiotics, in dosage,o/t 

contraceptive
21,785.7 27,612.2 19,000.0 29,215.9 23,375.0 24,034.1 NA 19,467.5 17,879.3 20,088.9

300490 Medicaments nes, in dosage 15,976.7 31,342.4 19,586.2 35,934.6 15,470.6 28,993.8 27,090.9 23,613.8 16,105.3 21,406.5

Dyes, cosmetics, others

321100 Prepared driers 2,435.9 2,966.4 3,550.0 3,833.0 3,108.1 3,764.4 3,115.9 3,758.2 4,090.9 4,134.1

1. All prices are in US dollar per ton
2. NA signifies no imports 
3. Due to limitation of space, prices along years 2005-2007 are not shown
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Product 

code

Prices in dollars/ ton

Product label
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d

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

321490
Non-refractory surfacg preparations for facades, walls, 

floors, ceilings
2,964.9 2,876.5 3,316.3 3,409.6 4,211.8 3,958.9 3,371.7 4,087.7 3,669.9 4,212.3

330300 Perfumes and toilet waters 4,461.5 4,567.6 5,911.1 6,000.0 5,355.9 5,874.3 5,531.3 6,881.0 6,035.4 6,879.1

330499
Beauty or make-up preparations nes; sunscreen or sun 

tan preparations
2,716.7 3,202.4 3,181.8 3,195.2 2,683.5 3,133.8 2,780.9 2,801.4 1,989.1 3,247.7

330510 Hair shampoos 2,346.8 2,457.5 2,527.8 2,494.6 2,644.4 2,369.3 1,978.4 2,407.8 1,582.0 2,389.5

330749 Room perfuming or deodorizing preparations, nes 2,037.5 2,377.7 2,768.3 2,426.0 2,152.2 2,768.5 2,511.9 3,254.1 2,833.3 2,822.2

340111
Toilet soapandprep,shaped;papersandnonwovens 

impreg with soap toilet use
1,627.2 2,096.6 2,313.7 2,506.3 2,450.0 2,578.2 2,775.4 2,571.7 2,388.3 2,662.3

340119
Soapandorgn surf prep,shapd,nes;papersandnonwov

ens impreg w soap/prep,nes
1,243.2 2,831.0 1,800.0 2,082.4 2,850.0 2,214.3 2,457.0 2,900.8 2,459.9 2,682.1

380991
Finishg agents,dye carriersandoth prep,nes,for use in 

the textile indust
1,891.9 2,498.6 2,855.1 2,582.3 2,685.2 2,633.1 2,425.5 2,835.6 2,603.0 2,947.6

381121
Lubricatg oil additives cntg pet oils/oils obtaind from 

bitu minerals
2,129.9 2,818.4 3,230.1 3,184.0 2,894.7 3,286.8 3,039.7 3,576.6 3,133.3 3,789.9

382479 Mixtures containing perhalogenated acyclics ex Cl+F 2,677.5 2,653.7 2,465.7 2,887.2 2,421.3 2,912.1 3,019.6 3,615.1 3,403.0 4,608.8

Plastics and articles

390190 Polymers of ethylene nes, in primary forms 2,684.4 2,293.6 1,455.9 2,409.5 1,000.0 2,180.8 1,818.8 2,176.0 1,895.0 2,330.8

390220 Polyisobutylene 1,950.8 2,047.5 2,196.0 2,096.2 NA 1,572.1 2,600.0 3,055.0 2,071.4 3,239.9

390230 Propylene copolymers NA 1,800.0 1,772.7 1,705.9 1,368.4 1,505.0 1,661.6 1,754.8 1,525.0 1,640.1

390410 Polyvinyl chloride, not mixed with any other substances 1,517.2 1,415.5 2,209.3 1,496.9 1,128.1 1,301.9 963.8 1,623.7 661.8 1,331.7

391231 Carboxymethylcellulose and its salts 3,406.3 3,379.8 3,312.5 3,725.5 2,450.0 3,613.6 NA 3,839.7 2,590.9 3,294.1

1. All prices are in US dollar per ton
2. NA signifies no imports 
3. Due to limitation of space, prices along years 2005-2007 are not shown
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Product 

code

Prices in dollars/ ton

Product label
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d

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

392010
Film and sheet etc, non-cellular etc, of polymers 

ofethylene
2,419.4 2,754.2 2,476.2 2,540.4 1,943.1 2,344.8 2,170.2 2,847.6 2,150.5 2,686.5

392099 Film and sheet etc, non-cellular etc, of plastics nes 1,683.9 1,809.3 2,366.5 2,520.4 2,005.6 2,149.7 1,679.3 1,969.8 1,584.5 1,903.9

392329 Sacks and bags (including cones) of plastics nes 1,809.5 1,841.8 2,339.0 2,330.3 2,439.0 2,895.8 3,096.8 3,590.1 2,968.8 3,138.9

Rubber and articles

400219
Styren-butadien rubber(SBR)/carboxyltd styren-

butadien rubbr(XSBR) nes
2,333.3 2,084.2 2,382.7 2,733.5 2,010.0 2,151.2 2,615.4 3,355.5 2,755.9 2,794.9

401693 Gaskets, washers and other seals of vulcanised rubber 8,508.2 9,382.0 11,626.9 11,565.1 14,045.5 14,267.6 20,196.4 21,177.4 18,735.3 24,461.9

Paper and Paper board

480258
Uncoated paper and paperboard, of a kind used for 

writing, printing or
750.0 849.2 535.7 729.9 500.0 685.1 687.5 705.2 556.3 645.7

481910
Cartons, boxes and cases, of corrugated paper or 

paperboard
964.6 968.3 1,131.7 1,137.9 978.8 1,039.3 789.9 834.0 833.4 921.5

Textile (mainly cotton and yarn)

520100 Cotton, not carded or combed 2,560.8 1,504.8 NA 1,519.7 2,042.8 2,025.2 1,500.0 3,316.8 2,059.3 2,327.9

540239 Textured yarn of synthetic filaments, nes, not put up 2,426.9 2,557.9 1,925.0 2,106.5 1,840.8 2,167.0 2,412.5 2,829.2 2,784.1 2,575.4

550921
Yarn,>/=85% of polyester staple fibres, single, not put 

up
NA 2,279.5 3,250.0 2,883.2 NA 2,682.6 2,521.7 2,917.1 2,274.8 2,596.2

Ceramics

690320
Refractory ceram goods nes,>50% of Al2O3/mx/

compds alumina/silica SiO2
1,951.2 2,182.2 3,523.8 3,367.5 4,375.0 3,601.7 3,666.7 3,596.9 3,294.1 4,609.0

Iron and Steel/ Aluminium, Lead- Articles and tools

720430 Waste and scrap, of tinned iron or steel 331.5 344.9 270.9 287.3 331.9 350.4 359.3 416.8 381.9 411.9

1. All prices are in US dollar per ton
2. NA signifies no imports 
3. Due to limitation of space, prices along years 2005-2007 are not shown
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Product label
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

720441
Ferrous waste and scrap,i or s,from the mechanical 

working of metal,nes
269.4 321.3 280.6 290.0 313.8 346.4 350.1 428.8 372.5 422.4

720852 Hot roll iron/steel, not coil >600mm x 4.75-10mm 557.0 598.1 555.6 596.3 572.0 619.1 584.6 851.1 551.4 727.5

720916 Cold rolled iron/steel, coils >600mm x 1-3mm NA 547.7 530.6 525.0 467.4 570.5 552.6 624.0 581.3 636.3

721049
Flat rolled prod,i/nas,plated or coated with 

zinc,>/=600mm wide, nes
524.5 551.4 650.8 608.1 670.6 608.0 651.2 663.1 553.7 665.3

730429 Casings,,tubing, drill pipe, for oil drilling use 1,216.2 1,108.7 912.3 872.2 453.5 706.9 929.3 1,235.3 716.7 862.1

730490 Tubes, pipe and hollow profiles, iron or steel, smls, nes 949.3 858.7 802.0 884.3 849.7 1,023.7 887.1 1,074.9 827.8 942.1

730799 Fittings, pipe or tube, iron or steel, nes 751.1 798.6 370.4 604.6 515.3 546.4 552.3 519.3 393.4 538.4

731021
Cans,iron o steel,cap <50 litres,to be closd by crimpg 

o soldering,nes
2,600.0 2,281.0 2,571.4 2,753.1 3,451.0 3,159.0 3,821.4 3,878.4 3,602.7 4,967.1

760110 Aluminium unwrought, not alloyed 3368.7 3132.2 2198.7 2303.4 2155.7 2523.8 2660.9 2776.7 2520.1 2593.5

760410 Bars, rods and profiles, aluminium, not alloyed 3,698.1 3,986.8 2,020.0 3,394.7 3,758.6 3,890.6 3,545.5 3,810.7 3,688.7 4,212.0

780110 Lead refined unwrought 1,837.9 1,946.0 2,051.4 2,310.0 1,764.1 2,303.3 2,804.6 2,675.8 2,058.5 2,302.2

820790
Screwdriver bits, lapping tools and other 

interchangeable tools
6,312.5 6,645.0 5,923.1 6,284.0 4,600.0 6,141.3 5,590.9 5,844.6 7,333.3 6,586.0

Machinery and Mechanical Appliances

842199
Parts for filterg or purifyg mchy and apparatus for 

liquids or gases,nes
22,500.0 23,163.0 26,800.0 21,710.4 21,000.0 25,817.3 27,500.0 29,432.2 25,333.3 32,907.9

842290
Pts of dish washing,cleang or dryg container,packg or 

wrappg mach
23,950.0 25,100.3 24,152.8 25,948.1 24,106.7 27,259.9 27,837.8 29,341.2 26,693.9 34,506.3

843143
Parts of boring or sinking machinery, whether or not 

self-propelled
21,085.1 23,538.3 23,370.2 25,879.4 29,866.7 30,151.4 27,778.5 29,726.4 31,640.6 32,057.1

1. All prices are in US dollar per ton
2. NA signifies no imports 
3. Due to limitation of space, prices along years 2005-2007 are not shown
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code
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Product label
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844859
Partsandaccess of machines of hdg No 84.47/of their 

auxiliary machinery
14,600.0 20,000.0 17,600.0 19,244.4 16,307.7 21,030.9 25,800.0 25,467.2 20,333.3 26,266.7

Electrical Machinery and Equipment

852380
Gramophone records and other media for the recording 

of sound or of ot
27.7 48.7 311.8 113.7 127.0 230.2 140.0 377.1 115.2 128.3

853810
Boards,panels,etc for goods of headg no. 85.37,not 

equippd w their app
29,600.0 37,876.3 30,142.9 28,053.9 21,750.0 27,934.0 27,750.0 33,624.1 20,666.7 28,902.4

854411
Insulated (including enamelled or anodised) winding 

wire of copper
4,000.0 5,611.3 NA 7,386.2 7,728.8 7,418.6 10,142.9 11,743.3 8,872.9 9,185.6

854419
Insulated (including enamelled or anodised) winding 

wire, nes
6,000.0 6,997.7 7,000.0 7,577.7 6,600.0 6,748.5 8,375.0 7,177.1 5,277.8 6,334.4

Vehicles, parts

870590 Special purpose motor vehicles nes 10,754.4 10,694.5 12,198.4 12,223.6 12,021.1 12,003.2 11,242.9 11,291.4 12,035.7 25,221.5

870891 Radiators for motor vehicles 12,750.0 14,153.2 14,500.0 16,319.0 11,285.7 12,852.6 13,000.0 13,418.6 11,545.5 13,380.4

880390 Parts of balloons, dirigibles, and spacecraft nes 248,200.0 268,380.2 245,731.7 289,370.8 268,478.3 317,820.2 274,818.2 347,283.1 287,500.0 374,549.3

1. All prices are in US dollar per ton
2. NA signifies no imports 
3. Due to limitation of space, prices along years 2005-2007 are not shown
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Food and 
Food 
Preparations 
(HS 07-34)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Even though Pakistan’s imports from UAE of degras and 
residues from fatty substances is only 8% of Pakistan’s 
total imports of this product, UAE prices are shown to be 
consistently lower (as high as 60 dollars per ton) than 
world prices since 2005. 

If prices from UAE were lower than world prices, UAE’s 
share in total imports could have been much higher, 
given that UAE is a much cheaper source.  

Market share was a mere 6% in 2010 the same year that 
the highest differential in prices is recorded.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 1% 5% 14% 12% 7% 6% 9% 8%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

27,000 209,000 510,000 890,000 874,000 833,000 1,030,000 1,034,000

Degras and residues from fatty substances or animal or 
vegetable waxes (HS 152200)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Similar to degras and residues from fatty substances, 
UAE prices are significantly lower than world prices for 
food preparations- the differential exceeding in some 
years as much as a 1,000 dollars per ton. 

Despite this significant difference, UAE’s share in 
Pakistan’s total imports of this product is only 1% in 
2012, coming down from 5% in 2006. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 4% 5% 3% 3% 2% 2% 1% 1%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

602,000 770,000 574,000 604,000 380,000 684,000 363,000 191,000

Food preparations nes (HS 210690)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Marked difference in prices of ethyl alcohol (< 80% 
alcohol content by volume) was seen between UAE and 
rest of the world in 2007 and 2011. Pakistan reported 
UAE prices as low as 1,400 dollars per ton as compared 
to world prices. Whereas UAE prices were marginally 
lower in 2008, 2009 and 2012.

UAE’s share in Pakistan’s total imports from the world 
increased, going up from 11% in 2005 to 51% in 2012. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 11% 22% 40% 17% 14% 28% 22% 51%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

109,000 220,000 445,000 136,000 136,000 371,000 263,000 369,000

Undenatrd ethyl alc <80% alc cont by volandspirit, 
liqueurandspirit bev nes (HS 220890)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Minerals and 
Chemicals 
(HS 25-29)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

World and UAE prices have remained similar for Benonite 
with very little difference between 2005 -2012.  When 
world prices fell by 73% in 2012, UAE prices fell by almost 
the same rate. 

With the parallel drop in world and UAE prices in 2012, 
there was a sudden increase (almost double) in share of 
UAE imports in Pakistan’s total imports during this time 
period.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 6% 2% 10% 6% 31% 14% 12% 30%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

107,000 36,000 64,000 85,000 328,000 175,000 136,000 414,000

Benonite (HS 250810)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

The differential in prices between UAE and the rest of 
the world in ethyl acetate ranges from 100 dollars to 200 
dollars per ton. No imports were recorded in 2009 and 
2010. 

While imports from the world have fallen since 2009, the 
share of imports from the UAE has increased from 1% to 
20% between 2009 and 2012. 

UAE prices were reportedly higher than world prices prior 
to 2007. UAE’s share in imports increased significantly in 
2011 and 2012 once the price differential moved in favor 
of imports from the UAE 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 8% 0% 1% 1% 0% 0% 27% 20%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

355,000 16,000 26,000 36,000 0 0 821,000 282,000

U
S

 d
ol

la
r 

p
er

 to
n

Ethyl acetate (HS 291531) 
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Pharmaceutical 
(HS 30)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Import prices for non-anti biotic hormones from UAE 
and the world have witnessed fluctuations over the time 
period of 2005 and 2012. 

There is a noticeable difference in prices in 2008 and 
2009 when UAE decreased its prices by 40% while  world 
prices were increasing.

Small quantities were imported in the years 2007 and 
2011 when UAE prices are shown to be marginally 
higher than world prices. However, UAE’s share 4% in 
2012 possibly due to the price differential. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 1.1% 0.8% 0.6% 1.4% 0.6% 1.2% 0.02% 4%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

159,000 152,000 89,000 305,000 114,000 374,000 5,000 1,037,000

Hormones nes, not containing antibiotics, in dosage, o/t 
contraceptive (HS 300439)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Medicaments are an example where there is a major 
price differential between UAE and world prices.  In 2005, 
countries other than UAE were charging 30,000 dollars 
per ton more than UAE but Pakistan’s imports from the 
UAE were a mere 1.1% of its total imports. UAE’s market 
share decreased to 0.1% in 2012. 

Prices are extremely incongruous. From 2005 to 2007, 
UAE prices were 1/4th of the world prices, which are later 
shown to have increased matching world prices in 2011 
and 2012.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 1.1% 1.5% 1.1% 0.8% 0.5% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

1,276,000 1,652,000 1,733,000 1,374,000 1,136,000 526,000 298,000 306,000

Medicaments nes, in dosage (HS 300490)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

 
 
 
 
 

Colors and Dyes, 
Cosmetics, Toilet 
Preparations, 
Other Chemicals 
(HS 32-38)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

UAE and world prices of prepared driers have fluctuated 
between 2005 and 2012 however UAE prices have 
consistently remained lower than world prices.

Share of imports from UAE increased from 1% to 21% in 
the period 2005 and 2011. This share was maintained in 
2012 even though UAE prices increased by about 1,000 
dollars per ton. Imports from the UAE appear to have 
sustained their market shares at the increased prices. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 0.8% 15% 21% 20% 15% 21% 21% 21%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

8,000 155,000 314,000 380,000 284,000 460,000 430,000 450,000

Prepared driers, pigments (HS  321100)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Similar to prepared driers, non-refractory surface preparations 
saw difference in prices between UAE and the rest of the 
world. 

World prices steadily increased between 2005 and 2012, 
UAE prices fell in 2011 and only marginally recovered in 
2012. 

Since UAE is a net importer of this product, it is likely that 
Pakistan’s imports are being routed from other sources 
through the UAE.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 5% 5% 3% 5% 8% 8% 12% 11%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

113,000 144,000 123,000 169,000 325,000 358,000 381,000 378,000

Non-refractory surface preparations for facades, walls, 
floors, ceilings (HS 321490)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Similar to other products 
in this sector, UAE is a 
net importer of perfumes 
and shampoos. While 
import prices from the UAE 
remained largely similar to 
world prices between 2005 
and 2009, they were much 
lower between 2010 and 
2012. The similarity between 
these products does not 
end here. Till 2008, UAE 
had more than 20% market 
share in import of perfumes 
by Pakistan. This is when 
imports from UAE cost the 

same as other sources. As prices fell after 2009, market share decreased. In 2011, where price differential was the highest, market share 
was the lowest (8%). Similarly for hair shampoos, price differential between UAE and the rest of the world were the highest in 2011 and 
2012- about 500 and 800 dollars per ton respectively- but UAE’s share in the Pakistani market was only 2%.  Overall Pakistan’s imports 
have been increasing in both these categories 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE (330300) 39% 32% 29% 21% 13% 15% 8% 12%

Imports from UAE in dollars 1,166,000 680,000 1,139,000 464,000 266,000 316,000 531,000 682,000

Share of UAE (330510) 3% 2% 3% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2%

Imports from UAE in dollars 501,000 315,000 662,000 406,000 182,000 476,000 366,000 492,000

Perfumes and toilet waters (HS 330300) Hair shampoos (HS 330510)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Much like shampoos and perfumes, beauty and make up 
preparations also had a similar price pattern from 2005 to 
2012. 

While UAE and world prices were similar in 2005, 2006 and 
2007, they started to show marked fluctuations from 2007 to 
2012. 

Since UAE is a net importer, such price changes cannot be 
attributed to a reduction in production costs. Market shares 
also decreased to 8% in 2008 and 3% in 2012 when price 
differential between UAE and Pakistan’s other import sources 
was the highest i.e.: 500 dollars and 1300 dollars per ton. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 23% 42% 26% 12% 8% 9% 13% 3%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

706,000 1,177,000 1,276,000 1,222,000 472,000 441,000 791,000 246,000

Beauty or make-up preparations nes; sunscreen or sun 
tan preparations (HS 340111)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

UAE was an expensive source of room perfuming products 
from 2005 to 2007 where it held average market share of 
15% along this time period. This share fell to 7% and 13% 
in 2010 and 2011 even though UAE prices fell by a margin 
of 600 dollars per ton. 

Change in prices appears to have had little or no impact 
on demand. When the price differential was the highest 
in 2010, UAE’s market share was 7% while it was 17% in 
2012 when UAE cost the same as other sources of this 
product.

 

  

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 18% 11% 16% 16% 21% 7% 13% 17%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

159,000 108,000 134,000 163,000 227,000 99,000 211,000 255,000

Room perfuming or deodorizing preparations, nes 
(HS 330749)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

UAE prices as compared to world prices have remained much 
lower for Finishing agents since 2005. Differential was almost 
1,000 dollars per ton in 2007. UAE prices have displayed 
much larger fluctuations than world prices- rising and falling 
more rapidly while world prices have been steadily increasing. 

Demand for finishing agents and dyes from the UAE have not 
led to a significant increase in UAE’s share in the Pakistani 
market. UAE’s share decreased from 5% in 2005 to 1% in 2007. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 5% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

850,000 508,000 346,000 140,000 197,000 290,000 228,000 518,000

Finishg agents,dye carriersandoth prep,nes,for use in 
the textile indust (HS 380991)



30

A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plastics, 
rubber and 
articles
(HS 39-40)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Import prices for Polymers for UAE as compared to world 
prices have shown a significant drop between 2008 
and 2010. While world prices have steadily increased, 
UAE prices have significantly decreased. From a peak 
differential of 1,100 dollars per ton in 2010, UAE prices 
have stabilized and since 2011 maintaining a price 
differential of 500 dollars per ton in 2011 and 2012. 

Conversely, market share in 2005 was significantly high 
(53%) but rapidly fell to 19% in 2006 and 5% in 2009. 
Curiously, the lowest market share is recorded at 0.01% 
in 2010 where UAE and world prices had the highest 
differential throughout this this time period. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 53% 19% 27% 11% 5% 0.01% 2% 7%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

4,578,000 1,968,000 2,941,000 859,000 380,000 2,000 251,000 866,000

Polymers of ethylene nes, in primary forms (HS 390190)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

UAE and world prices for Polyvinyle chloride were 
close until 2008 when UAE prices suddenly jumped 
by 30%. 

From 2009, UAE prices have dropped significantly 
and in 2012, UAE imports were 1,100 dollars 
per ton cheaper. In contrast, market share has 
managed to decrease from 1% in 2006 to 0.3% in 
2007. Even though UAE prices fell as compared 
to world prices in 2011 and again in 2012, market 
share remained 0.5%. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 0.5% 1.0% 0.3% 0.3% 0.6% 0.7% 0.5% 0.5%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

90,000 220,000 49,000 44,000 95,000 273,000 133,000 135,000

Polyvinyl chloride, not mixed with any other substances 
(HS 390410)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

This product is another interesting case wherein UAE 
imports were costlier in 2006 and 2007 until 2008. 
Thereafter, UAE prices fell by 1,000 dollars per ton till 
2010. Market share in this year was only 1%. In fact, 
market share between the years 2005 and 2012 oscillated 
between 1% and 2%. 

One could conclude that any changes in price is not 
followed by or rather has appeared to impact market 
shares. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 2% 1% 3% 2% 1% 1% 0% 1%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

62,000 49,000 144,000 109,000 53,000 49,000 0 114,000

Carboxymethylcellulose and its salts (HS 391231) 
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Import of non-cellullar film and sheets of polymers from UAE were costlier 
than other sources from 2005 to 2007.However, UAE prices are seen to 
fall after 2007 maintaining a differential of as high as 700 dollars per ton 
with the world. Market share however fluctuated between 2 and 5%

Non-cellular sheets of plastics however, show UAE prices remaining below World 
prices, maintaining on average, a differential of 200 dollars per  ton between 
2006 and 2012.  The UAE’s market share has gone up from 6% to 18% between 
2010 and 2012.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE (392010) 4% 2% 3% 2% 2% 5% 4% 3%

Imports from UAE in dollars 224,000 192,000 251,000 225,000 156,000 478,000 510,000 400,000

Share of UAE (392099) 5% 15% 8% 14% 9% 6% 13% 18%

Imports from UAE In dollars 107,000 408,000 250,000 325,000 381,000 361,000 927,000 797,000

Film and sheet etc, non-cellular etc, of 
polymers ofethylene (HS 392010)

Film and sheet etc, non-cellular etc, of 
plastics nes (HS 392099)



35

A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Import of sacks and bags made of plastic from the UAE 
cost about the same or were slightly expensive between 
2005 and 2009 as compared to world prices.

A differential of about 500 dollars per ton was seen in 
2011 which increased a little in 2012. However market 
share remained 2% in both years. 

Share of UAE imports in Pakistan’s total imports from the 
world has decreased since 2005- from 7% to 2% in 2010 
and remaining constant since.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 7% 4% 3% 1% 1% 2% 2% 2%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

257,000 263,000 250,000 152,000 138,000 200,000 192,000 190,000

Sacks and bags (including cones) of plastics nes 
(HS 392329)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper and 
Paperboard 
(HS 48)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Sanitary rolls of paper and cartons/boxes of paper cost between 800 dollars to 
1200 per ton. UAE import prices of both these products are marginally lower 
than world prices but maintain the same pattern of growth rates as world prices. 

It is difficult to ascertain 
whether under invoicing 
is a factor here since the 
price differential is not 
as significant. However, 
in 2012, UAE’s share in 
Pakistan’s imports from 
the world stood at 51% 
for sanitary rolls and 58% 
in cartons and boxes. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE (480300) 65% 65% 59% 62% 16% 31% 59% 52%

Imports from UAE in dollars 542,000 674,000 617,000 582,000 98,000 258,000 905,000 1,038,000

Share of UAE (481910) 57% 79% 63% 76% 73% 63% 75% 58%

Imports from UAE in dollars 1,893,000 4,852,000 4,185,000 4,993,000 3,481,000 5,863,000 8,381,000 5,098,000

Paper,household/sanitary,rolls of a w 
>36 cm,sheets one side >36 cm 

(HS 480300)

Cartons, boxes and cases, of 
corrugated paper or paperboard 

 (HS 481910)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Uncoated paper used for printing and writing imported 
from UAE has shown consistently lower prices since 2005 
compared to world prices. In 2011prices leveled. 

This is low value product and even a 200 dollar per ton 
price differential translates into a 30 – 35% price difference. 

Pakistan was importing about 1,500 ton of this product from 
the world in 2005 which increased by 5 times to almost 
8,000 ton in 2012. Lower prices from the UAE have however 
failed to translate into a higher market share in Pakistan’s 
imports.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 1% 2% 0% 0.5% 1% 0.1% 1% 3%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

17,000 25,000 0 6,000 15,000 2,000 22,000 178,000

Uncoated paper and paperboard, of a kind used for 
writing, printing or (HS 480258)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

 
 
 
 
 
 

Textile, 
mainly 
Cotton and 
Yarn 
(HS 52-58)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Pakistan imports Cotton not carded or combed in large quantities 
from the world. UAE’s share in the market remains less than 0.5%. 
Price comparisons show that UAE was charge more than other 
sources for uncarded cotton between 2005 and 2006. In 2008, UAE 
charged about 1,000 dollars per ton more than the rest of the world. 
Quantity imported in 2006 was 23 tons whereas 2008, 189 tons were 
imported from UAE. 

However, as UAE prices fell, market share also fell, instead of 
increasing. Infact, in 2011, price differentials were almost 2,000 
dollars per ton (with UAE charging less) but quantity imported was 
almost negligible as compared to the quantity imported from the rest 
of the world. 

The product was not imported in 2007 and 2009 from the UAE.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 0.13% 0.01% 0% 0.04% 0% 0.23% 0.0004% 0.04%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

632,000 31,000 0 484,000 0 171,8000 3,000 243,000

Cotton, not carded or combed (HS 520100)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Yarn of Polyester staple fiber is another product that 
shows major ups and downs in prices but no significant 
changes in demand or market share. In 2007, UAE was 
charging about 1,500 dollars per ton less than other 
sources but Pakistan imported merely 1% of its total 
imports from UAE. Similarly, the lowest market share for 
UAE was in 2008 of 0.1% when imports from the UAE 
had a price advantage of 1,100 dollars per ton.

UAE’s share in Pakistan’s imports has progressively 
slipped from a high of 6% in 2005 to a low of 1% from 
years were not invoiced or recorded correctly.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 6% 0% 1% 0.1% 2% 0% 3% 1%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

3,000 0 1,000 1,000 13,000 0 696,000 298,000

Yarn,>/=85% of polyester staple fibres, single, not put up 
(HS 550921)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

 
 
 
 
 

Iron and Steel, 
Aluminum, 
Lead and 
articles, Tools 
of base metal 
(HS 72-82)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Waste and scrap of 
tinned iron and steel 
and ferrous waste 
and scrap show 
similar market shares 
patterns. For waste 
and scrap, market 
share was 16% when 
UAE prices were only 
marginally lower than 
world prices but rose 
to 25% when UAE and 
the rest of the world 
charged the same 
price. In 2011, when 
the price differential 
was the highest where 

UAE was charging about 150 dollars per ton less than other sources, market share was merely 13%. This shows that changes in prices 
is not impacting demand.

Similarly for ferrous waste and scrap, market was 11% in both 2005 and 2011 even though price differential between UAE and the rest of 
the world was much higher in 2012 than in 2005.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE (720430) 16% 25% 12% 27% 10% 11% 13% 16%

Imports from UAE in dollars 3,538,000 5,182,000 2,862,000 9,538,000 3,764,000 4,197,000 4,937,000 7,371,000

Share of UAE (720441) 11% 19% 16% 11% 6% 10% 15% 11%

Imports from UAE in dollars 11,825,000 28,032,000 50,492,000 29,433,000 20,621,000 25,378,000 29,325,000 27,657,000

Waste and scrap, of tinned iron or steel 
(HS 720430)

Ferrous waste & scrap,i or s,from the 
mechanical working of metal, nes 

(HS 720441)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Market share for hot roll iron and steel plummeted 
from 40% in 2005 to 6% in 2006 and only 1% in 2011. 
In contrast, UAE prices for this product were higher in 
2005 and 2006 as compared to world prices. Differential 
in prices between UAE and other sources of this product 
increased to almost 350 dollars per ton in 2011 where 
Pakistan’s imports from UAE were merely 1% of its total 
imports of the product. 

If price patterns are observed, UAE prices have remained 
almost constant between 2005 and 2011 whereas world 
prices have more than doubled in this time period. 
However this apparently favorable pricing from the UAE 
has not translated into a greater market share for the 
UAE.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 40% 6% 2% 2% 2% 6% 1% 4%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

516,000 115,000 18,000 83,000 70,000 143,000 38,000 134,000

Hot roll iron/steel, not coil >600mm x 4.75-10mm 
(HS 720852)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Pakistan is a net importer of cold rolled iron and steel from 
the world but UAE is not a major source of this product. Its 
market share has remained less than 1% between 2005 
and 2012. However, UAE has been charging marginally 
less than other sources. 

Especially in 2010, differential in prices between UAE 
and the world were about 100 dollars per ton but market 
share was only 0.1%. This share rose to 0.8% in 2011 
even though UAE prices increased. 

There is no apparent correlation between market share 
and price changes. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 0.8% 0.1% 0.2% 0% 0.3% 0.1% 0.8% 0.4%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

263,000 39,000 73,000 0 130,000 43,000 609,000 268,000

 

Cold rolled iron/steel, coils >600mm x 1-3mm (HS 720916)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Prices for casings, tubing and drill pipe for oil drilling have 
shown significant highs and lows for both UAE and other 
suppliers. On the other hand, UAE’s share in Pakistan’s 
market is seen to decrease from 3% in 2005 to 0.3% in 
2007 and again in 2012. 

In 2007, when UAE prices fell by 23% while world prices 
increased, market share for UAE hit its lowest of 0.3%. 
Such discrepancy continues throughout the time period. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 3% 2% 0.3% 1% 2% 6% 2% 0.3%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

701,000 1,737,000 159,000 1,052,000 1,696,000 2,722,000 644,000 129,000

Casings, tubing, drill pipe, for oil drilling use (HS 730429)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Even though UAE prices have remained lower than the 
rest of the world for Pakistan’s import of tubes, pipes and 
hollow profiles of iron and steel, it is not a top supplier 
of this product. Its market share was 5% in 2005 which 
became 1% in 2006, 2008 and 2009. 

After 2009, UAE and world prices both increased. 
However, price differences also increased reaching a 
differential of about 100 dollars per ton in 2011. This 
is the year where market share increased from 2% in 
2010 to 12% in 2011. It appears that UAE’s fall in prices 
legitimately led to greater demand. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 5% 1% 4% 1% 1% 2% 12% 2%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

268,000 41,000 449,000 131,000 81,000 147,000 448,000 149,000

Tubes, pipe and hollow profiles, iron or steel, smls, nes 
(HS 730490)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Between 2005 and 2012, UAE was a marginally cheaper 
source for Pakistan of fittings and pipes of iron and steel. 
Unlike other products, UAE prices and average world 
prices fell. However, in 2009, UAE prices have reportedly 
fallen by a much higher margin (51%) where world prices 
only fell by only 24%. Moreover, market share also came 
down from 17% in 2005 to 6% in 2009. 

This share decreased further down to 4% in 2012 even 
though UAE is still a cheaper source. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 17% 6% 9% 8% 6% 15% 13% 4%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

1,110,000 833,000 1,813,000 3,180,000 2,106,000 2,665,000 1,869,000 795,000

 

Fittings, pipe or tube, iron or steel, nes (HS 730799)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Pakistan’s imports of Bars and rods of aluminum from 
UAE were 66% of its total imports of the product in 2005. 
This is the year where UAE was charging the same as 
other sources. This share reached its lowest at 7% in 
2007 where UAE and other sources of imports charged 
about the same.

However, UAE prices appeared to have fallen since, 
where UAE was charging about 1,300 dollars per ton less 
than the rest of the world in 2009. Market share in this 
year was 20% which is a major step down from a share 
of 66% recorded in 2005. However this share improved 
to 50% in 2012. 

There may or may not discrepancy in invoicing along this 
product. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 66% 44% 7% 22% 20% 26% 18% 50%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

629,000 729,000 177,000 196,000 202,000 327,000 117,000 391,000

Bars, rods and profiles, aluminium, not alloyed (HS 760410)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Screwdriver bits and lapping tools is an interesting 
product to study with regards to Pakistan’s imports from 
the UAE. In 2005, when UAE prices were significantly 
lower than world prices (3,000 dollars per ton), market 
share for UAE was only 0.4%. This share increased to 
9% in 2006 even though UAE prices appeared to have 
rapidly increased by 119% within a year. 

Similarly in 2010, when UAE was apparently charging 
about 1,500 dollars per ton less than other suppliers, 
market share fell from 2% in 2009 to 0.4%. As UAE prices 
leveled to world prices, so did the market share. There is 
apparently no correlation between prices and demand. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 0.4% 9% 1% 4% 2% 0.4% 2% 2%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

11,000 289,000 75,000 202,000 77,000 23,000 123,000 110,000

Screwdriver bits, lapping tools and other interchangeable 
tools (HS 820790)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

 
 
 
 
 
 

Machinery 
and 
Mechanical 
Appliances  
(HS 84)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Import of Parts of purifying machinery apparatus from the 
UAE remained less than 5% of Pakistan’s total imports 
from the world between the years 2005 and 2012. UAE’s 
market share was 3% in 2005 when UAE charged the 
same as our sources of the product as well as in 2012 
when UAE charged more than 10,000 dollars per ton 
less than the rest of the world. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 3% 3% 1% 1% 2% 4% 3% 3%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

86,000 108,000 81,000 45,000 134,000 189,000 165,000 152,000

Parts for filterg or purifyg mchy and apparatus for liquids or 
gases,nes (HS 842199)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Similar to other products selected in this study, UAE is 
one of the major suppliers of parts of boring and sinking 
machinery. Its share in Pakistan’s market is 24% in 2005, 
25% in 2007 and 26% in 2011. UAE prices have more 
or less followed the same pattern as world prices. The 
year 2006 saw a significant difference of 7,000 dollars 
per ton between UAE and Pakistan’s other sources of 
this product. Market share however, fell from 24% to 12% 
in this year. Similarly, in 2012, market share fell to 7% 
from a high of 26% even though UAE prices did not have 
a significant increase as compared to world prices.  

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 24% 12% 25% 22% 11% 23% 26% 7%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

5,594,000 3,826,000 9,630,000 11,892,000 4,861,000 5,376,000 4,139,000 2,025,000

Parts of boring or sinking machinery, whether or not self-
propelled (HS 843143)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

UAE is not a major supplier of Parts of machines for 
Pakistan. In 2005, it was contributing merely 0.5% to 
the Pakistan’s market even though it was cheaper by 
a margin of 4,000 dollars per ton compared to other 
countries. 

This share since increased to 3% in 2009 and 5% in 
2010. UAE prices remained low throughout the time 
period leveling only in 2011, which did not lead to any 
significant decrease in UAE’s market share (from 5% to 
4%). 

Even though UAE prices fell by 21% in 2012, market 
share did not increased but remained 4%. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 0.5% 1% 2% 2% 3% 5% 4% 4%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

14,000 30,000 68,000 73,000 88,000 212,000 129,000 183,000

Partsandaccess of machines of hdg No 84.47/of their 
auxiliary machinery (HS 844859)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

UAE prices of Boards and panels were at their peak in 
2005 costing about 20,000 dollars per ton more than the 
rest of the world. They fell by 56% in 2006 and again 
increased in 2007. In contrast, whereas UAE market 
share increased from 2005 to 2006 due to a fall in its 
prices, the share further increased in 2007 despite an 
increase in prices- costing about 10,000 dollars per ton 
more than other sources  for the same product. 

UAE prices were much lower in 2008, 2010, 2011 and 
2012 when market shares were 4%, 3%, 5% and 3% 
respectively. This shows that a fall in prices or cheaper 
product from the UAE did not necessarily result in higher 
market share.  

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 6% 19% 23% 4% 14% 3% 5% 3%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

111,000 365,000 795,000 148,000 633,000 174,000 222,000 124,000

Boards,panels,etc for goods of headg no. 85.37,not equippd 
w their app (HS 853810)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Valuation of imports from the UAE was lower for insulated 
wire of copper in 2005, 2008 and 2011. This discrepancy 
between the valuations for imports from the UAE versus 
valuations for imports from other sources was as high as 
1,000 dollars per ton.  

Imports from the UAE have started to rise since 2010 
when the market share was 25%, up from negligible 
levels in 2009. In 2012, imports from the UAE constituted 
44% of Pakistan’s imports in this category. Lower prices 
ought to have attracted greater market demand but such 
is not the case.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 0.1% 0% 1% 0.1% 0.1% 25% 19% 44%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

3,000 0 34,000 4,000 3,000 912,000 923,000 3,212,000

Insulated (including enamelled or anodised) winding wire of 
copper (HS 854411)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Similar to insulated wires of copper, insulated wire nes 
also shows lower valuations for imports from the UAE in 
2005, 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2012. The price differential 
ranges 300 dollars per ton to 1100 dollars per ton.  

Fluctuations in market shares are also visible. In 2005 
where UAE prices were lower by 300 dollars per ton, 
imports from the UAE constituted 48% of Pakistan’s 
imports. In 2012 when the price differential was 1,100 
dollars per ton the UAE’s share in Pakistan’s imports was 
only 7%. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 48% 12% 1% 0.4% 1% 1% 1% 7%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

379,000 144,000 57,000 12,000 28,000 66,000 67,000 570,000

Insulated (including enamelled or anodised) winding wire, 
nes (HS 854419)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Market share for UAE based special purpose motor 
vehicles and all items under this HS code remained less 
than 5% between 2005 and 2012.

Interestingly, UAE prices while remaining closer to world 
prices between 2005 and 2011, suddenly  dropped in 
2012 when the differential increased to 13,000 dollars 
per ton however market share was unable to exceed 1%.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 2% 2% 1% 2% 4% 2% 1% 1%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

335,000 353,000 210,000 613,000 3,135,000 1,707,000 787,000 337,000

Special purpose motor vehicles nes (HS 870590)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Pakistan imported 19 tons of Radiators for Motor Vehicles 
in 2005 and 29 tons in 2006. In 2012, this quantity became 
205 tons. 

UAE prices have shown a downward trend since 2007 
and valuations are currently 2,000 dollars per ton lower 
for imports from the UAE. Market share remained below 
5% between 2007 and 2011, rising to 6% in 2012.  

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 12% 8% 4% 3% 1% 4% 3% 6%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

22,000 29,000 44,000 51,000 29,000 79,000 91,000 127,000

Radiators for motor vehicles (HS  870891)
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A brief analysis of import value discrepancies in Pakistan’s imports from the UAE

Data shows a large price differential between UAE 
and world prices throughout the time period of 2005 
and 2012; with a particularly large difference in 2007 
(nearly 240,000 dollars per tons). Two points  need to be  
highlighted: 

Given that lower prices should lead to market share 
gains, in 2007, only 1 ton of dirigibles was imported from 
UAE whereas 15 tons were imported from the world at 
much higher prices. 

Between 2007 and 2012, Pakistan’s import of dirigibles 
increased from 15 tons to 242 tons however UAE which 
had a lower valuation only had 3% of the market. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Share of UAE 7% 3% 2% 6% 15% 9% 5% 3%

Imports from UAE
in dollars

489,000 345,000 134,000 3,723,000 10,075,000 6,175,000 3,023,000 1,725,000

Parts of balloons, dirigibles, and spacecraft nes (HS 880390)
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